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PREFACE. 

THE Editor for the New Spalding Club of the Records 
of Aboyne (p. 183). in discussing a charter conveying 
land, refers to* one of the witnesses — Alexander Blackhall of 
that Ilk — as "a member of an ancient family, who frequently 
appear as witnesses to Aberdeenshire charters." The object of 
the following pages is to give some account of that family. It 
is, moreover, one of the conditions attached to the granting of 
a " free search " among the documents in the Historical 
Department of His Majesty's Register House in Edinburgh, 
that the results of such investigation <;hould be published. As 
I obtained such permission in connection with an examination 
of the family history of the Blackballs of that Ilk, I now fulfil 
the obligation thus imposed on me. But for this, the following 
records, if published at all. would probably have been circulated 
privately, for immediate interest in the history of most 
families is limited. It may be, however, that a certain general 
interest attaches to the history of the Blackballs, as a concrete 
instance of the feudal forfeitures, to which King James VI. was 
sufficiently ill-advised to resort, in order to fill his depleted 
Treasury. It would, moreover, be strange, if, in the continuous 
story of a number of human beings, such as is set forth in these 
pages, there were no " touch of Nature " discoverable calculated 
to make "the whole world kin," and consequently more or less 
interested. Possibly the Reader may, in this history of the 
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Blackhalls, find some such justification for the wider pubhcation 
of these memorials, which the circumstance mentioned has 
rendered necessary. 

The spelling of proper names {with the exception of that of 
Blackhall, in which case the more recent mode is usudly 
followed), will be found to vary in these records. The form of 
words used in the original documents has, as a rule, been 
retained, as impressing more vividly on the mind the reality 
and actual occurrence of events long past, and the historical 
existence of persons also long dead. To be vague in the 
apprehension of any history, is to lose the full force of such 
teaching as it may contain, and in an age of scepticism, a fact, 
if remote, requires all the corroboration possible. 

I desire to take this opportunity of acknowledging the 
courteous aid afforded me by the officials of the Department 
mentioned, in which I have gathered much of my material. 
Besides these, however, and among others to whom I am 
indebted, I have especially to express my obligations to Mr. 
Alexander M. Munro, City Chamberlain of Aberdeen, who had 
the kindness to read my manuscript and to correct and supple- 
ment its contents in several important particulars. A like 
service was rendered me by my friend, Mr. Walter H. Guthrie 
of London. 

I desire also to record my thanks to Sir Geoig;e Reid, 
R.S.A., for the permission which he has so kindly granted of 
using his beautiful picture of Barra Castle as a frontispiece to 
this book. 

To my friend, Mr. Frank Crosbie of London, an amateur 
draughtsman and printer, whose artistic ability has been of 
much serviee to me in other and more technical fields, I am 
indebted for the designing and execution of the arms of the 
Btackhalls of that Ilk, and also for the photograph of the 
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portrait of Sir Alexander Morison, from which one of the 
illustrations has been made. 

Many of the documents I have used were copied for me 
by the Rev. Walter MacLeod of Edinburgh, a favour which 
I gratefully acknowledge. 

Finally, it is difficult for me to express in words my sense 
of obligation to Mr. P. J. Anderson, the Secretary of the New 
Spalding Club. Without his unvarying kindness and wise 
advice, and that of Mr. Munro, this book would not have been 
worthy of acceptance by the Club. 



A. M. 



14, Upper Berkeley Strekt, 

London, W., Junt gtk, tgos- 
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THE BLACKHALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA. 

CHAPTER I. 

CDe fiartocb and tH CarMom or mar. 

UNLIKE Gaul, all Aberdeenshire was divided into five parts. 
These were the districts of Mar, the Garioch, Strathbc^e, 
Pormarttne and Buchan, a division which still has a definite signification. 

The district of the Garioch is bounded on the south-west by 
Mar, on the north-east by Formartine and Buchan, and on the 
north-west by Strathbogie. It has an area of about fourteen 
mites by eight — the latest diameter passing in a north-westerly 
direction from Ardiherald in the east, so named in Gordon of 
Straloch's map, towards the Huntly boundary of the district in the 
north-west It is largely a valley between hills to the north and south, 
for the hilly range of Bennachie, though regarded as essentially a Garioch 
mountain, is placed by Straloch just outside the southern boundary of 
this district. The valley is abundantly watered by tributaries of the 
Ury, which has a confluence with the Don a little to the south of the 
ancient and royal burgh of Inverurie, the capital of the district. Thus 
situated, the peacefulness of later times, and the industry of its population, 
have rendered the Garioch " the Granary of Aberdeenshire" A visitor to 
the district is struck on the whole by a comparative absence of woodland. 
There is sufficient evidence, however, that this was not so always. The 
forest country in the neighbourhood of Kintore, lying to the south of 
Inverurie, was probably more or less continuous with woodland in the 
Garioch, and, as we shall leam later, the Garioch had its own Forester, 
or^inally a vas-sal of the Earl of Mar, and later of the Crown. 

In the end of the twelfth, or beginning of the thirteenth century, the 
Garioch emerges from the rule of the Celtic Maormars, and their vassals 
the Toisechs, as an Earldom, in the person of David, Earl of Huntingdon, 
the third son of King David I. of Scotland. From that period comes 
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2 BLACKHALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA 

into clearer light the mutual stmgg^le and assimilation of North and 
South, of Celt and stranger, whether Saxon, Norman, or Norseman, in this 
district of Aberdeenshire. That interesting Crusader, Earl David, does 
not seem to have Ktained the Earldom long, whidi was next conferred 
upon a natural son of King William, whose heir dying childless, it was 
granted to William Comyn by Alexander III. After the defeat and 
forfeiture of the Comyns by Robert the Bruce, the Earldom of the 
Garioch sank to a Lordship, and appears to have been given as such 
by that King, possibly as a marri^e portion, to his sister, Christian 
Bruce, and her husband, Gratney, Earl of Mar, who was already his 
brother-in-law, the King having nuuried the daughter of Donald, Earl 
of Mar, and the sister of this Gratney, 

In view of the future development of this narrative, it will be 
convenient in this place to deal as shortly as poauble with the 
genealogical history and relation to the Garioch of the Mar £amily. 

Donald, Earl of Mar, was succeeded by his son, Gratney, who, as 
has been stated, married Christian Bruce. This Countess of Mar seems 
to have been Lady of the Garioch in her own right, for she grants 
charters within the regality in that capacity. She carried the LordsUp 
to her husband and her descendants. They had a son, Donald, who 
succeeded as Earl of Mar and Lord of Garioch, and was slahi at the 
battle of Duplin in 1332, and a dai^ter, Elyne, who married Sir John 
Menteith. DonaM, who fell at Duplin, left a son, who succeeded him, 
and was tbe last male of his race, dying without issue, and a daughter, 
Margaret, who, with her husband, William, first Earl of Douglas, 
succeeded her brother. She was the mother of her saccessor, James, 
Ear) of Mar and Douglas— the " kindly Scot," who fell at Otterbum, 
without succeeding issue, in 138S. He was succeeded t^ his sister, tbe 
Countess Isabella of Mar, who also died without issue, but after 
transferring the Earldom to her somen^tat nnccreinonious wooer and 
hu^nnd, Alexander Stewart, the illegitimate grandson of King Robert 
IL, and in 14 11 the victor of Harlaw. From this transaction a good 
deal of future trouble sprang. The instrument of transfer was dated 
August tbe 12th, 1404, and vested the succeast<H) in their immediate 
heirs, whom failing, in the husband's heirs. Anxious to give his 
acqaisttion of the Earldmn an air cf less compulsion, Alexander 
Stewart renounced titts deed on September 9th of tbe sanM year, and 
on December the 9th, 1404, a charter giving the succession to the 
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GARlOCll AND EARLDOM OF MAR 3 

Couatess Isabel's heirs, io tbe absence of Icgituoate descendants ot 
herself and Alexander Stewart, received the sanction of Robert III. 
(Lord Crawford's E*rldom of Mar, p. 3C4, *t. seq.) Isabel died in 1419, 
without issue, and Alexander, Earl of Mar, her husband, still enjoyed the 
lands and privileges of the Earldom. Although his services at Harlaw 
were now a matter of history, he was apparently dissatisfied with the 
authority carried by the sanctions of the discredited Duke of Albany, 
sometime Regent of Scotland, and resigned his status and possessions 
into the hands of James I., who thereupon granted a charter on the 28tfa 
of May, 14J6, by which the Earldom ^ould at Alexander's death devolve 
on the letter's ill^itimate son, Sir Thomas Stewart, and, after 
the death of Sir Thomas and the failure of his lawful issue, 
return to the Crown. Sir Thomas Stewart predeceased his father 
without legitimate issue, and on the death of the Earl himself in 
August, 1435, ^te Earldom and its patron^e vested in the Crown 
in virtue of the terms of the grant The King thus purposely ignored 
the asserted legitimate blood-claim of Sir Robert Erskine, the great- 
grandson through two female descents of Lady Elyne of Mar, the 
daughter of Gratney, Earl of Mar, and Christian Bruce. In tbe 
pursuance of a laiger state policy, rigia voittntas sufirema Ux, appeared 
to be a flawless maxim to the early Jameses, and what Robert III. 
confirmed, James 1. annulled, tbe legal value of tbe charter not 
depending upon any question of abstract justice, but upon the royal 
sanction of a feudal king — the overlord of all his vassals. But, and this 
is a point to be borne in mind, in view of future developments, so far as 
they concern our present purpose, the legal force of charters granted by 
Alexander Stewart, as Earl of Mar, during his life time, could not be 
righteously disputed. It was disputed nevertheless, as wc shall learn in 
due course. From this time (August, 1435) until 1565, when Queen 
Mary restored the Earldom of Mar in the person of John, fifth Lord 
Erskine, the representative of the displaced Sir Robert Erskine, the 
Crown or its representative administered all the functions of the Earldom 
of Mar and Lordship of the Garioch. Queen Mary, however, moved, it 
is said, by compunction at the iniquitous conduct of her predecessors, 
restored the E^ldom at the above date to the Erskine line, not, however, 
before having conferred that title in 1 561, on the occasion of his marriage 
with tite Earl Marischal's daughter, upon hLT father's illegitimate son, 
JadKs Stewart, subsequently Regent of Scotland. She also conferred 
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4 BLACKBALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA 

with the title such lands pertaining to it, as were at that time not allotted 
to other persons. James Stewart, Earl of Mar, did not, however, long 
retain that Earldom, and exchanged it for the Earldom of Moray, 
which became his after the fall from favour of the inconveniently 
interposing Earl of Huntly. Mary, a true daughter of the old faith, 
had thus no apparent compunction in conniving at the sacrifice of the 
strongest prop at that time in Scotland, of the faith in which she died, 
yet, she is represented as hurt at the notion that her predecessors should 
have deemed it advisable to distribute the Mar estates and resume the 
immediate superiority of Mar and the Garioch. No, the theory of royal 
compunction in the matter of the Mar peerage cannot be maintained. 
The Regent Moray was the illegitimate son of James V., by a daughter 
of the fourth Lord Erskine, and sister of John, fifth Lord Erskine, also 
Regent of Scotland, in whose person the old Earldom of Mar was 
restored, according to some, or a new Earldom of that name created, 
in the opinion of others. In view of these circumstances, it is much 
more probable that the influence of Moray and the Erskiries had a good 
deal more to do with the restoration than any compunction on the part 
of the Queen as to an injustice perpetrated by her predecessors. That 
compunction of Mary's is doubtless a fa^on <U parler. It will be noted, 
however, that in granting the title to James Stewart, the Queen only 
gave with it such lands as the Crown at that time retained. 

Mary now leaves our narrative, and is succeeded by her son, James 
VI., one of whose companions, from his youth up, was John Erskine, 
Earl of Mar, bom about 1 562. He became known as one of the most 
powerful persons at the Court of that monarch. The personal ambition 
of this astute nobleman seems to have been, not only to wear the ancient 
dignity to which his family considered themselves entitled, but also, if 
possible, to recover all the lands or fiefs which once belonged to the 
Earldom of Mar. This ambition, if realised, would have added largely 
to the revenues of the family, at a time when no one in Scotland was 
rich. In furtherance of this aim, he instigated that action of the Scottish 
parliament, which in 1587 decided that the ancient possessions of Mar 
still appertained to the restored Earldom. But the mere necessity for 
such action, and the terms of the grant to James Stewart, prove that the 
Act was passed to clear the way for further action in the attempt to 
recover these lands, most of which had been held for generations by 
families which had rendered doughty service to the Crown in the interval, 
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GARIOCH AND EARLEWM OF MAR 5 

and paid the blood tax at Flodden and at Pinkie. Nay, in the l^al 
processes which arose out of this matter, the language of insult was not 
wanting. In an action by the Earl of Mar to "reduce" Duguid of 
Aucbinhuive, that member of a county family of repute is curtly 
described as " one Duguid," and a trespasser. With the later develop- 
ments of the history of the Mar peerage we arc not concerned, but the 
bearing of the circumstances just related on the present narrative will 
appear in due course. These genealogical facts concerning the succession 
to the Earldom of Mar may be conveniently presented in the following 
tabular form : — 

DONALD, EARL OF MAR 

! 

I I I 

lSABI£LLA = KtNG ROBERT I. GBATNEV, Earl of Mar, &c., MAitV= KENNETH, Earl 
married Christian Bruce, of Sutherland, 

sister of Robert I., Lady 
of the Garioch. 



Donald, Earl of Mar, &c. 
Fell at Duplin, August 
12th, 1332. 



Margaret, married 
William, 1st Earl 
of Douglas and 
Earl of Mar. 



James, znd Earl of 
Douglas, and Earl 
of Mar. Fell at 
Ottertmm, July 
31st, 1388, leaving 
a daughter, who 
died in her 
minority. 



Thomas, Earl of Mar 
&c.,d.s.p. 1377. 



t 
Isabella, confirmed 
Countess of Mar, 
1404. Died 1419) 
&.p. Married Alex- 
ander Stewart, con- 
firmed in the Earl- 
dom of Mar, by 
James 1., in 1435, 
having borne the 
title during his wife's 
lifetime and after her 
death. I 

The Crowk 



I 
ELVNExBSir John Menteith. 



__l 
I 
Christian = Sir Edward Keith. 
I 
1 
jANET=Sir Thomas Erskine. 

I 



John, Jth Lord Erskine, and isl 
Earl of Mar of the restored 
Earldom, d. 1573. 



John, 6ih Lord Erskine and snd 
Earl of Mar. Bom 1558, d. Dec. 
14th, 1634. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ciK BiackDalls or tl>at ilk and Barra. 

THE early history of the Garioch may be divided into (l) the Celtic 
period, which terminated with the creation of the Earldom of the 
Garioch, under David, Earl of Huntingdon ; (2) from that time till the 
battle of Barra, in 1307, when Robert Bruce finally overthrew the power 
of the Comyns ; (3) from the date of the battle of Barra to that of the 
battle of Harlaw, when victory declared for the South (gainst the North 
in 1411. 

Of the families which held land and office in the Garioch prior to the 
battle of Harlaw, the Blackhalls of that Ilk were one. How long before 
that date they were domiciled in this district, it is difficult to determine. 
Material for the early history even of powerful families, whose 
descendants still continue in possession of their ancestral acres, is 
frequently scanty. The troublous times in the histcM-y of their county 
and country, through which many such houses have passed, have caused 
the loss or destruction of charters, which would be invaluable for 
historical purposes. These difficulties are increased tenfold when a^ 
attempt is made to write the history of families, long after they have 
lost touch with their lands ; while statutes of limitation under these 
circumstances only require the preser\-ation of such deeds as are 
necessary for the transmission of lands to new proprietors, who may, and 
frequently do, succeed one anotlier at comparatively short intervals. 
The Blackballs appear, indeed, at one time to have been a sufficiently 
powerful county bmily, with a reasonable expectation of future 
greatness, but a division of their estates, which seems to have taken 
place at an early period, also divided their power, and since that time 
they do not seem to have produced any member sufficiently distin- 
guished to reach a public position of power and influence. They appear. 
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on the whoJe, to have been a Uw-abiding and steady race, who had, 
generation after generation, fulfilled the duties of their position as a 
recf^ntsed, thoi^h minor, county Tamily, and suffered, as will be told, 
undeserved spoliation, at the hands of those in whose service they 
sacrificed both wealth and life: A circumstance fortunate for the 
genealogist, but annoying, and doubtksa expensive to the Blackballs, at 
a time when they could little aflbrd it, was the action for reduction 
brought agrainst them in 1634 l^ the Earl of Mar, to which reference 
will again be made. Owing to this action, however, the purport of 
many charters, dealing with the history of the family, has been 
preserved, which would, in all probability, have otherwise been lost. 

It is generally agreed that surnames first began to be used, in 
Scotland at all events, in the reign of David I., and the most ancient 
.surnames are those which have been taken from lands. It may also be. 
that in some instances, lands have been named after their owners, and 
ancient landmarks removed, as is at times observed even in the present 
day. Blackball itself, ftn- example, and some other old properties in the 
Garioch, are now included in the estate of Manar, so called from the 
Straits of Manar, where the grandfatha* of the present proprictDr 
amassed money! 

As a place-name, Blackball, or its equivalent, is pre-Normaa It is 
met with in various forms, aitd in different parti of the country, in 
Domesday Book. Thus Blacheshale, in Somersetshire, belonged, after 
the Conquest, to R(^r de Corcelli, and Blachenbale and Blachehol, in 
Cheshire, to Count Hugo (Earl Hugh). In i278-7<>, Walter de Wigton 
held the manor of Blachale, in Cumberland, and Lower, in his 
Patronymiea BrUtaniea, derives the surname Blackball fnxn Blackball 
in Cumberland. Lower, however, regards Blackball as a place-name as 
a corruption of Blackwell, but the reverse is the fact. Blackball, now 
the property of Musgrave of Edenhall, immortalised by Hufi^nd and 
Long^llow, is the ancient Blachale, in Cumberland, already mentioned. 
The eartiest instance I have met with of the use of Blachhall, or its 
equivalent, as a surname by one presumably an Engli^man, is that of 
Simtxi de Blakcshale, who was constable of Roxbui^ Castle for Edward 
the First in 1306-7 {Col. of Doc raiatmg to Stttiand, Vol II., p. 503). 
WbeAer in that period of fluctuating political allegiance, he had any 
connection with the Garioch Blackballs, who appear to have espoused the 
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cause of Brace, does not transpire. As a surname, Blackhall is also met 
with in England in the form of Blackenhall, Blackhall, Blackhaller and 
Blackall. One of the Bishops of Exeter, in the 17th century, was 
Offspring Blackall. He was born in London. His father probably 
came to town as a " Blackhall," and discontinued the use of, or 
" dropped the h " in the Metropolis (Diet, of National Biiigrafhy). 
The Bishop had a son, Theophilus, who was a Prebendary of Exeter, 
and the father of two sons, John and Samuel, of whom the former 
became a distinguished physician, and the author of a work on Dropsies 
and Angina Pectoris, which is still valuable; while the latter was a 
somewhat pugnacious ecclesiastic, who became rector of Loughborough 
(Ditt, of National Biography). From a search made for me by 
Portcullis Herald, at the English College of Arms, it would appear that 
documentary evidence of the name bearing arms docs not exist in the 
reposttcvies there prior to 1533. 

The at^ment from heraldry, to establish a connection between the 
English name and that of the family of the Garioch, is tess convincing 
in the case of the latter than in that of some other families in Aberdeen- 
shire, such as the Bissets and Burnetts, whose southern origin can be 
demonstrated. 

In consequence of a dcstraction of the Lyon Registers, between 1542 
and 1672, an Act of the Scottish Parliament was passed in the tatter 
year, ordaining those entitled to bear arms in Scotland to register the 
same in the books of the Lord Lyon. The arms of the Blackhalls were 
not registered. Some twenty years prior to 1672, both the Blackhalls of 
that Ilk and the Blackhalls of Barra, as represented by cadets of that 
family — the Blackballs of Ftnnersie — had parted with their estates, and, 
prior to 1655, John Blackball of that Ilk, the last male in the direct line 
of the Barra family who possessed Blackhall and the offices, had died 
without issue. Although there were at that time descendants of the 
original Blackhalls of that Ilk in the City of Aberdeen, as will be shown 
later, one of these contented himself with a birth-brief affirmation, but 
took no other steps. The signatures to charters show, however, that the 
Blackhalls used their "proper seals" on these occasions, and some 
particulars of their arrns have been preserved by James Pont in his 
" Alphabet of Arms of the Nobility and Gentry of Scotland," written 
in 1624. Font's manuscript is now at Dupplin Castle, but was formerly 
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in the Lyon office in Edinburgh, when two generations of the Earls of 
Kinnoul held the office of Lord Lyon. Copies of the manuscript are 
still preserved in the Lyon office. In one of these, which I have 
examined, the Blackball arms are given as " Gules, a hooded falcon 
sitting on a hand and glove, or ; on a chief argent, diree mullets, gules." 
In another copy, known as Hume's manuscript, the urns are given as 
" Gules, a dexter hand couped fessways, and thereon a hooded folcon 
perched, or ; on a chief aigent, three mullets of the first" 

There must, however, be yet another version, as Burke gives the 
more complete arms of Blackhall of that Ilk as, " Gules, a hand issuing 
out of the sinister flank, and thereon a falcon perching, and hooded, or ; 
on a chief argent, three mullets, azure ; Crest, an annulet, ch-, stoned vert" 
(General Armoury, 1878, p. 87.) Finally, Nisbet, giving as hb authority 
PcHifs manuscript, states as the arms of " the name of Blackball, gules, 
a hand issnii^ out of the sinister flank, and thereupon a felcon perchii^, 
and hooded, or ; and on a chief argent, three mullets azure:" (System 
of Heraldry, Vol. I., p. 34&) The differmce in the tirtcture of the 
mullets, recorded by these authorities, is probably due to their having 
been azure in the case of one of the chief families of tiiis name, and 
gules in that of the other. At the time iriien Pont made his collection, 
moreover, it must be remembered that the head of the house of Barra 
had acquired the honours of the Blackballs of that Ilk, and this fusion of 
tbe chieftainship may in a measure be accountable for confusion in the 
heraldic detail in question. These insignia seem very appropriate to the 
hereditary Coroners and Foresters of the Gariocfa, and this impression is 
not diminished when we know, as we do, that the feudal reddendo for 
Blackball, duly paid into the Royal Exchequer in 1462 and again in 
1465, was twelve hunting dog collars (cebtmbaria l^orarwrum) 
(EMkequer Rails cf Scotland, Vol VIII). It is rarely that the herald 
and feudal lord in conjunction succeed in producing so appn^>riate and 
eloquent a combination. As regards the antiquity of the arms, Mr. 
William F. Macdonald, an expert authority on seals, whom I had the 
pleasure of meeting in Edtnbur^ is of opinion that their very eloquence 
argues that they cannot be older than the sixteenth century. It is 
possible that the original arms were simpler, and showed the mullets on 
the chief as tbe principal charge, but we know that the offices were hekl 
at the oommencement of the fifteenth century, and 1 have ^own that 
the sporting reddendo was paid during the same period. c 
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There is also a certain interest in considering a possible southern 
origin of the Blackballs from the mullets charged on the chief, for the 
Devonshire Blackhalls also bear a chief, but charged with bezants. Thus, 
there is in the College of Arms, in London, a pedigree of a few 
generations of Blackballs of Cowick, in Devon, beginning with a burgess 
named John Blackhall, in 1538, and also of Blackhalls of Totnes, in 
Devon, commencing in 1555. These families bore: paly of six, or and 
sable, and on a chief gules, three bezants. The arms of Blackenhall, in 
Warwickshire, were also registered in the College in 1533. They are: 
party per pale or and azure, an eagle displayed, counter -changed, chaigcd 
with a mullet of the first Here we have, curiously enough, the chief on 
the shield of the Scottish Blackhalls, with bezants instead of mullets, 
and an eagle displayed instead of a falcon perching, and charged with a 
mullet (possibly a mark of difference) in the arms of Warwickshire 
Blackenhalls. It is evident, however, that from these faint resemblances 
no reliable conclusion as to a common origin can be drawn. The 
Blackhalls were therefore, possibly, like many others in the colonisation 
of the Garioch, of Norman or Saxon origin, or they may have been 
Normanised Celts of a later period. The point must, in the meantime, 
be left undecided, until accident or research produce trustworthy 
evidence to settle the question. There is, however, one point which 
should be mentioned before leaving this subject 

The emerald ring as the crest of the Blackhalls may merely be 
symbolical of their coroncrship, as the annulet in heraldry was 
sometimes associated with an official position, but it is interesting in this 
connection to recall the fact that James, Lord Douglas, held "all his 
lands as ane free regality, and be putting on ane ring and ane emrod on 
the Earle and his successor's fingers the day he should take sasine, by 
the King" fRobertson's Missing Charters, p. 10). It will be remembered 
that the first Earl of Douglas, and his son, the hero of Otterbum, were 
both Earls of Mar and Lords of the Garioch, while the Blackhalls of 
that Ilk were Coroners of the Garioch certainly in the time of Earl 
James Douglas's sister, the Countess Isabel, and probably earlier. The 
emerald ring of the Douglases and Blackhalls may therefore be a mere 
coincidence, or the Garioch coroners' crest may have been suggested by 
the feudal ceremonial ring of their overlords. From the possession, at 
an early date, by the Blackhalls, of the estate of Barra, the scene of 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BLACKHALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA II 

Bruce's overthrow of Comyn, their early official status in the Garioch, 
leather with the interestingly suggestive similarity between their 
charges on the chief and their crest, and some of the charges in the 
Douglas arms, and the emerald ring ceremonial of those early overlords 
of the Garioch, I am inclined to believe that the BlackhaUs belonged to 
the Bruce and Douglas faction in the War of Independence, and 
probably found their way to the Garioch from the south of Scotland, 
and as probably went thither from Cumberland. This is, I admit, 
merely surmise, but it has a reasonable probability. 

As a place-name, Blackball is met with in all parts of the kingdom, 
and occurs plentifully in Scotland. In the indices of the published 
volumes of the Great Seal Register it occurs no less than fifteen times, 
and in many parts of the country. Thus it is met with in Aberdeen, 
Dumfries, Edinbuigh, Elgin, Fife, Perth, Renfrew, Kincardine, 
Kilwinning, Haddington, Dirleton, Ewisdale, For&r, Lanark and 
Stirling. So widespread a name could not, of course, be associated with 
possession by a similar surname. Moreover, many of these places must 
have existed before surnames came into use, and had they given a name 
to persons, these would form a very numerous clan. The Blackballs, on 
the other hand, have never been a numerous people, and the chief 
femilies of the name in Scotland are now, so far as documentary 
evidence goes, extinct in the male line. The term Blackball was then, 
in all probability, originally used to denote the seat of some widespread 
office. 

Etymologically r^arded, there are places with the qualifying prefix 
"black" which may be derived from the Norse "blakka," meaning 
white or bleached, or bleak, rather than the Anglo-Saxon "blac" or 
" blaec." Thus Isaac Taylor, in his tVonis and Places (Jrd Ed., p. 334), 
su^ests that such names as Blackheath and Blackmore are quite as 
probably Bleakheath and Bleakmore, but in association with "hall" in 
its many forms, the Anglo-Saxon " blac " is evidently most appropriate, 
although the genius of Dickens wound a story of human interest round 
a " Bleak House." 

Murray (New En^isk DicttoMary) gives as the various forms 
of " hall " — heall, heal, halle, alle, hal, haule, hale, awle, hawlle, 
haull, the old English heall and the old Norman holl, or hall. 
He might have added the Lowland Scottish haw, the form in which 
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Blackball is met with in one document (Reg. Mag. Sig., Vol 1 1., p. 66S). 
The hall or manor house vras, we know, anciently a local court of 
justice. Shakespeare's Justice Shallow has entphasised this point The 
qualification of the term in this sense by the adjective black seems to 
suggest not only a court of justice, but of condemnation and imprison- 
ment, a haii, in short, where a prisoner could not only be tried, but 
condemned and immured, if deemed advisable. The " Blackball " 
mi^t,<in short, lead to the " blacldiole," and although dictionaries are 
silent as to such a derivation of the latter term, it seems quite a 
reascKiable transition. According to Murray (op. cU., p. 894) the 
punishment cell, or lock-up in a barracks, the guardroom of to-day, was, 
until 1868, (^cially termed the black-hole. 

In the monastery of Kilwinning there was a 'chamber known as 
the Blackball, and called also the tolbooth for the administration 
of justice. In a charted ^preement between Alexander, the 
Commeitdator of Kilwinning, and Hugh, Earl of Eglinton, dated 
April 23rd, 1582 (Rtg- Mag. Sig.), it is provided that "/m 
Blakhall nuncupand. lie tolbuith pro justicia admtnistranda," is to be 
placed at the disposal of the latter as bailie " suo domum," tt^etber 
with other places for incarcerating criminals, erecting gallows, or for 
general political purposes. In Berwick Castle tiiere was also a hall, 
called " le Blackhalle," which, with its kitchen and two holes (foramina), 
are directed to be repaired (CoL of Doc rtlatimg to ScoUattd, Vol. IV). 
" Nicholas of the Blackball " occurs as the designation of an individual 
in the Close Rolls (tempore Richard II.), and probably dencrted some 
attendant or official in the Blackball of a monastery. (Dietisfiary of 
Bnglisk and Welsh Sumawus, by C. W. Bardsley, London, 1901.) 

It is evident, therefore, that the Blackball was a local court of justice 
in ancient times, and, as the term is Anglo-Saxon, probably dated from 
that period. Hence the wide-spread occurrence of the name all over 
the Kingdom. Its frequent occurrence in Scotland is probably due to 
the incursion of the Saxons into that Kingdom about the time of 
Malcolm Canmore, whose saintly Queen was the sister of Edgar 
Atheling. The Norman conquest of England is also known to have 
driven many Saxons into the neighbouring kingdom, and the presmt 
North of England was, we know, in ancient times, as much Scottish as 
English. 
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In endeavouring to decide whether the Blackballs of Blackball, in tbe 
Gariod), gave tbeir name to tbeir lands, or toc^ it froia the latter, we are 
oiet with this additional difficulty, that, from a remote but undetermined 
period, they were tbe Coroners of tbe district, and exerdsed tbeir 
jurisdiction as such at that place. Tbe occurrence of the name as a 
place-name in the district must date from the time of the southern 
colonisation of the Garioch, somewhat on the lines of the more recent 
Plantation of Ulster. " The origin of the Blaclchalls of that Ilk," Dr. 
Davidson remarks, " is not known, nor that of tbe dignity tiiey enjoyed 
of hereditary Foresters and Coroners of tbe Garioch" (Invtruru and 
the Earldom of the Garioch, p. 228). So far as dooimentary evidence 
goes, they appear to have been Coroners before they were Foresters, as 
will presently be ^lown. 

The antiquity of the designation "erf' that Ilk," "de eodem," 
" ejusdem " and " de eadem " is great, and the term is not altogether 
limited to Scotland. Thus, the name of "Robertus de Stokes 
de eadem" occurs in a charter of Edward I. in 1297 (Rymer's 
Ftedera). In Scottish history the designation begins to occur most 
frequently in the reign of Davtd II. (1331-1370). Prior to that it was 
more usual to find the name of the owner associated with that of bis 
lands mentioned separately. Thus there is a charter of the lands of 
Thornton, in the Meams, to Valens de Thornton, but nowhere among 
Robertson's missing charters of the reign of Robert the Bruce do I 
find the style "of that Ilk," "de eodem" or "ejusdem," while these 
terms are constantly met with in the reign of his soa 

On the whole, the opinion seems to be well founded that in the 
case of the minor aristocracy, to which a large proportion of those 
using the style " of that Ilk " belonged, the owners took their names 
from lands already so-called, and did not confer their names on the 
latter. The writer of the MtmorieUs of the Kdravock Family (Spalding 
Club: Introi, pw 11) states that such "surnames had ever the word ' De ' 
prefixed to them," and diat to within " little more than an age " prior 
to his writing, which was in 1683-84. 

The first documentary evidence of the occurrence of Blackball as a 
surname in the Garioch is in 1398, when it occurs with this prefix as "de 
Blakball." On the loth of August in that year, Willdmus de Blakball 
sat on an inquest to rctour William de TuHdefT (destined to fiUI at 
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Harlaw), heir to his father, John of Tulideff. This William de Blackhall 
may or may not have been the William Blackhall of that Ilk whom wc 
meet with a few years later, because one of his companions on this 
inquest is designated "Johannes de Abercrumby, dominus de 
Petmalky," and another "Jacobus de Malavilla (Melville)" (Reg. 
Bpiiojp. Abtrd., I^ 202). He was probably at least 21 year.s of age 
when he served on this inquest, and his father probably bore the name 
before him, which would take us back to the reign of David II., when, 
as I have said, the style of that Ilk, or its Latin equivalent, is of 
frequent occurrence. 

If a Blackhall of that Ilk existed at that time, as is most 
probable, his memory and his name have perished, but the fact of a 
family of the name holding place and power in the Garioch so soon 
after the date of the battle of Barra (1307), would argue that the 
Blackballs must have belonged to the Bruce faction in the internecine 
stru^le of the period, as I have already suggested. 

Documents giving the date at which the Blackballs first possessed 
Barra, where the battle was fought, are missing, but it cannot have 
been later than the commencement of the fifteenth century, and was 
quite po3«bly in the fourteenth. 

The family to whom Bourtie in the vicinity of Barra belonged, at a 
ver>' early period, were the Lambertons (History of Aberdeen and Banff, 
by William Watt, p. 49). When and how the latter lost possession, I 
have not discovered. 

Although the period at which the Blackballs acquired the estate 
longest in the family cannot be precisely fixed, there can be no doubt 
that they owned the lands of Blackhall, from which they took their 
name, before they possessed any others. 

From one or other of their holdings, the Blackballs of that Ilk, 
like many other old families, also possessed the right of pit and 
gallows. When John Seton of Auquhorties received a charter in 1610 
for Minnies (Reg. Mag. Sig.), shortly afterwards (1614) erected 
into a free barony (Reg. Mag. Stg.), the grant was made " cum 
privilegio de infang thief, outfang thief, sok, sak, thole, thamc, pitt 
and gallows." Those who resigned these lands and rights when 
John Seton acquired them from the King, were William Udny, 
Senior, of that Ilk ; William Udny, Junior, feudatory of the same ; 
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Robert Udny of Tulliquhortie ; Alexander Udny, son of the said 
William Udny, Senior ; William Seton of Muny, and Alexander 
Blackball of tbat Ilk. Minnies is in the parish of Foveran, and nearer 
Barra than Blackball. We shall learn later that the Alexander 
Btackhall, here termed of that I Ik, was the forfeited Alexander 
Blackball of Barra, who acquired Blackball and the offices from a 
distant kinsman in 1590. It is interesting to note, in this connection, 
that Alexander Blackball, although at this date unconfirmed in the 
possession of Blackball, is nevertheless given his titular distinction 
" of tbat Ilk " as a legal factor. 

The Blackballs, as we shall learn in due course, possessed other lands 
besides Blackball and Barra, such as Fola, Finnersie and Cocklaw, and 
held wadsets over portions of the Balquhain estate, but Blackball and 
Barra must be regarded as their original seats in the Garioch, and a 
short account of the present condition of these places may be given 
before proceeding further. 

Of the manor bouse of Blackball no trace remains. All tbat bears 
the name now is the farm of Blackball — the Mains of Blackball and 
Nether Blackball. Usually the native places the accent on the last 
syllable, an echo of Black^Iw. It lies north-east of the principal part 
of the town of Inverurie, at a distance of about two miles from the latter, 
and is approached by a good road, which is named the Blackball Road. 
A small stone building roofed with tiles, and used as a smith's workshop 
or smiddy, represents the old farm house of the Mains of Blackball 
These particulars are all that can now be given of that Blackball which 
was, certainly from the commencement of the fifteenth to the middle of 
the seventeenth century, and probably for a still longer period, the seat 
of the hereditary Coroners and Foresters of the Garioch. 

In the immediate vicinity of Blackball, and lying west of it, is the 
estate of Balquhain, pronounced Balwhyne, still owned by the Leslies 
(who have assumed Uie name and descend through briresses), whose 
ancestor, John Leslie, the tenth laird or baron, intentionally or otherwise, 
as will be shown, brought much misfortune on the Blackballs. 

Barra, on the other hand, situated about three miles north-east of 
Inverurie, is still marked by a well preserved and interesting example 
of the sixteenth or early seventeenth century fortalice, which is fully 
inhatuted by a substantial farmer at the present day. Barra, after 
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the forfetture of the Blacldialls, and their co-portioners, the Kings, 
passed into the possession of George S^on, a member of the Meldnim 
family, and some dates on the building indicate that it may have been 
altered, repaired, or rebuilt durii^ his tenure, or that of his immediate 
successors. Portions of the building, however, seem very old ; exactly 
how old cannot be determined. There is a tradition, indeed, that 
Robert the Bruce once slept in some portion of it, but this cannot be 
regarded as having historical value. (Appendix.) 

The castle, as it at present stands, forms three sides of a shallow 
oblong, has a crowstep gable in parts and round towers at the aisles 
ca^qied by sharply conical roo&, and shows corbelling at one point 
The oblong or courtyard is closed in front by a simple and pretty 
facade, ornamented by carved stone urns, and still more so by the 
moss and houseleek which grow abundantly in the crevices of the 
masonry. To the south lies a terraced garden with time-worn and 
moss-grown flights of steps, and near the house there is an ancient 
dove cot reminiscent (^ the seigneurial droit eolomiur. Altt^rether, it is 
a beautiAil old place, and well worthy of being, as it was in the time 
of the Setons, the seat of a free barony. (Frtnitispiece.) 
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CHAPTER III. 

the Blackballs or mat iik. 

I, William Blackhall of that Ilk. 

ALTHOUGH it is possible that the William de Blackhall, who sat on 
the inquest to retour William de TullidefT in 1 398, was the head of 
the family, of this we cannot be certain, as his territorial designation is not 
given. Among " the old writs of the family of Urquhart of Cromarty " 
there was, however, one, which showed that the Christian name of the 
chief of the Blackballs about that time was also William. This charter 
was one " by William de Blackhall of that Ilk to John de St. Claro of 
Six Pecks of Land lying within the Burgh of Crumbathye with five 
acres lying in the field called Kydimrys, dated at Athunoble, i6th July, 
1407." (Macfarlane's Genealogical Manuscripts, edited by Clark, Vol. II., 
p. 358.) In the preamble to the action for reduction brought against 
the Blackballs of that Ilk in 1634, reference is also made to William 
Blackhall of that Ilk as the father of John Blackhall of tiiat Ilk, to 
whom a charter of the Coronership was granted in 1433. (Reg. of Acts 
and Decreets, Vol. 475, folio SS7'} ^or reasons which will be given later, 
it may be assumed that William Blackhall of that Ilk, or one of his 
predecessors, was also, in all probability, the proprietor of Barra as well 
as of Blackhall. This William was succeeded, as his "son and heir," 
by- 

II. John Blackhall of that Ilk. 

Among the charters produced by the Blackballs during the action 
for reduction referred to, the earliest was " ane decreit absolvitour of ane 
assysc in ane Justice Court within the regalitie of Gareoche, in favour of 
John Blakhall, daittit the i8th of May, 1418, anoit the Crownarshippe, 
with ane seal and nyne other vestiges" (lac. cit). On the 28th of 
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November, 1433, Alexander, " Earl of Mar and Garioch," grants a 
charter of the Coronership to John Blackhall of that Ilk, as set forth 
in another charter shown at the same trial with " ane seall " attached. 
In the preamble, it is stated that in this charter of the Coronership of the 
Garioch, that office was given to John Blackhall of that Ilk, by the Earl, 
" To be halden of him and his successors " (loc. cii.). A third charter 
with a worn seal was also shown on the same occasion, which was 
granted on the seventh day of ... . 14S7, by the King's Majesty to 
" the said John Blackhall of that Ilk, and Crownar " (loc. cit.). 

There is no direct mention in these charters, so far as we know 
them, of the Forestership of the Garioch, but we shall see from a 
charter, dated some fifty years later, that by that time both the 
Forestership and Coronership were r^arded by the King as hereditarily 
belonging to the Blackballs of that Ilk. "John de Blackhall, dominus 
cjusdem," was bailie in a charter of lands given by Alexander dc Forbes 
to Master Alan de Futhes, Canon of the Church of Moray and Ross. 
It is dated tsth May, 1424 (Reg. Epis. Aberd.), and with the exception 
of the oldest Charter referred to in the Mar trial (1418), and the 
Cromarty charter of 1407, is the earliest evidence of the titular 
distinction of the Blackballs of that Ilk, with which I am acquainted. 

Robertus de Blackhall, who sat on an enquiry bcfwe the Bishop of 
Aberdeen, held at Rayne on October 28th, 1408 (Reg. Episc. Aberd.^ 
Vol I., p. 2i6), may have been an uncle or brother of John Blackhall 
of that Ilk, and possibly the ancestor of the house of Barra. 

Although the charters have been lost, if at any time existent, it may 
be argued, from the reasons assigned for the forfeiture of the Blackballs 
of Barra in 1591-z, that both Blackhall and Barra were about this period 
in the hands of the Blackballs of that Ilk. They certainly were not 
possessed in common any later. 

III. WiLLiAiA Blackhall (of that Ilk?) 

He was the lather k^ the (burdi laird, with q^iom we shall have to 
deal presently, but he may never himself have inherited the profKrt>-. 
He had a brother, Robert Blackhall, who had a charter of half the lands 
of Freland, in Fife, hrid in Uench &nn for half a pound of pepper. He 
gave these lands to his nephew, William Blackhsll, who had a charter 
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signed at lavenirie on September loth, 1488, and confirmed by James 
IV. (R^. img. Sig.) 

Robert Bladchtll also had a son, John Blackball, who received a 
fourth part of the lands of Blackball from his father. These lands came 
into the posaessioa of Robert Blackhall from William Mearns, " to be 
halden of John, Earl of Mar." (RtgisU* of Acts amd Decreets, Vol. 475. 
foL SS7.) 

This was the Wtlltam Blackhall, 1 believe, whose six roods in 
Inverurie, sunk to two roods in the time of William Blackhall, the fifth 
known laird (1513)1 yielded the one year's rent of ten solidi, with which 
and other sums Patrick Leslie, burgess of Aberdeen, founded the altar 
uf the Three Kings in the Parish Church of Saint Nicholas in Aberdeen. 
The date of Uiis foundation is somewhat indefinite, but it must have 
been some time betweoi 1451 and i486, the period when William 
lUackball must have lived. (Rtg. Episc AbtnL, VoL II., p. 29&) The 
King (James IV.), as tutor and governor of his brother John, Earl of 
Mar and Garioch, coofirieed this transfer " pro certa summa pecunie 
persoluta" at Aberdeen, 8th December, 1491. (Rig. Mag. Sig.) A 
Jcdin Blackhall, probably the same, also had sasine c^ Blackhall or some 
part of it in 1493. (Exekt^ner Rails of Scotland, Vol. X.) 

A William Blackhall or Blackhaw, possibly thu father of the next 
laird, who, as I have suggested, may have been the eldest son without 
succeeding, had sasine of scnne lands in Fyvy in 1494. (Excittquer Rolls, 
\cA. X.) They were burghal roods, and he paid v li. on admission. 



[V. William Blackiiall uf that Ilk. 

On November t4th, IJO}, this laird had a charter from James IV., 
con6rming him in half the lands of Fola-Blackwatef, which he had 
acquired without the consent of the King, who, however, pardoned the 
feudal irregularity, " not wishing to cause any prejudice or injury to our 
beloved William Blackhall of that Ilk." (Carta Willelmo Blackhall de 
eodem, (Reg. Mag. Sig. Lib., 14, No. 20). Had James the VI. acted 
with like generosity, for which there was even more occasion than in the 
present instance, a disastrous period in the history of the Blackhalls 
woukl have been avoided. 
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On the occasion of his receiving this confirmatory grant of Fola, 
William Blackhall resigned both Blackhall and bis offices of Coroner 
and Forester of the Garioch into the King's hands for regrant The 
office of Forester appears in tbe charter in conjiincUon with the 
Coronership, under the phrase, "que etiam fuerunt dicti Willelmi 
hereditarie" It is thus explicitly stated that the offices were hereditary. 
The reddendo for both lands and offices is ordained to be " tres 
sectas " annually rendered at the three chief places in the county of 
Aberdeen, with ward, relief and maritage The reddendo of hunting- 
dog collars for Blackhall thus seems to have disappeared at this time. 
In the present day the feu-duty paid for Blackball is the sum of eleven 
shillings and a penny, and is paid to the Duke of Fife, whose ancestor 
purchased many of the Mar superiorities, after the attainder of that 
Earldom in 1715. Again, on the 20th September, 1508, the King 
confirmed William Blackhall and his wife, Isabella Hay, in possession 
of Fola, which William Blackhall acquired from Robert Gardtne "for 
a certain sum of money paid to sustain the life of the latter and of 
his children, and to pay his debts." (Reg. Mag. Sig.) 

Isabella Hay, the wife of William Blackhall, appears to have been a 
daughter of Hay of Ury, as, in a birth brief to be mentioned later, 
a descendant of one of her sons (Robert) claims descent from the 
Blackballs of that Ilk and the lairds of " Ury Hay." There is no note 
of any other marriage of a Hay with a Blackhall. 

In 1503-4, William Blackhall paid a composition of "xxvi. li. xiii. s. 
iiii. d." for the confirmation of the charters of Blackhall, Fola and 
the offices. (Exck. Rolls.) In 1505, William Blackhall of that Ilk 
sat on an inquest to retour John Chalmer of Strathechyn, and again 
in 1507 to retour William Buchan of Auchmacoy, and on one also 
in the same year to retour George Meldfum of Fyvie. In the last 
inquest, William King of Bourty, sat with him, bearing a name of which 
we shall hear more. As William Blackhaw of that Ilk, the fourth laird 
is stated in a charter of 1507 of the lands of johnnisleys, in tbe 
Garioch, to William Gordon of Fulzemont, to claim the superiority of 
those lands. (Reg. Mag. Sig.) 

There is intrinsic evidence of this William Blackhall having been a 
man of initiative and enei^y, for as William Blakhale of Bialihale the 
Coroner of the Garioch was admitted a Bui^ess of Guild of Aberdeen 
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in 1504-1505. (New Spald. Misc.. Vol. I., p. 43.) Indeed, some of his 
acquisition and reacqutsition of land may have been the result of success 
in his operations as a bui^ess. He had learned the secret of breaking 
out from acres to the sea, and may have seen, with propbetjc^eye, the 
vision of a " Tory Democracy " ! 

In the Mar action there was a charter produced dated 20th March, 
1508. By this the fourth part lands of Blackball, to which reference 
has already been made, were granted by John Blackball, the son of 
Robert Blackball, to William Blackball of that Ilk. The generosity of 
this cousin was probably stimulated by a solid consideration offered 
by the burgess, laird and coroner (loc. cit. supra, p. 19). 

Before proceeding to trace the history of the descendants of this 
laird, it may be of interest to consider shortly the history, conditions of 
tenure, and emoluments of the offices which were declared by the King, 
at this time, to be hereditary in the family. 

There is no documentary evidence of the Coronership and Forester- 
ship of the Garioch having at any time been in the possession of any 
family prior to their being held by the Blackballs ; nor, indeed, at any 
later period, except for a short time during their forfeiture, when they 
were conferred on Alexander Burnet of Leys, as will be related in due 
course. 

The antiquity of both oPfices is considerable Thus, in the reign 
of David II., the "office of Cronarie" in Berwickshire was in the 
hands of Adam Coussor (Robertson's Missing Charters, p. 30), while 
Alexander Strathaquin had a charter of the Coronership of Forfar and 
Kincardine (Ibid., p, 51) ; Allan Erskinc held the office of Crownership 
of Fyfe and Fothryf (p. 50) ; and Thomas Durance bad a charter of 
the " Crounarship " of Dumfries. The Forcstership as an office is also 
met with in the same reign, f<H' John Crawford of Cumnock had a 
charter "of the keeping of the new forest of Glenkenne" (Ibid., p. 57). 
We have, moreover, reason to believe that these offices were not created 
in the reign of David II., and they have, therefore, a still greater 
antiquity, and arc doubtless one of the many evidences of the oi^anising 
faculty of the metliodical Norman. 

For example, the bui^h of Aberdeen, in its corporate capacity, 
was appointed custodian of the Royal Forest of Stocket by 
Robert I. by charter on October 24th, 1313, "with all the privileges. 
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conveniences and easemeats belonging, or which shall in futufe 
briong, whether by law or by usage, to the said forest" In the 
same reign also the custody of the forest of Drum seems for a 
time to have been given to Atexander Burnard, the ancestor of the 
Burnetts of Leys, who still have a huntii^ horn among the charges in 
their arms. This is regarded as symbolical of the Forestership 
mentioned. This office, however, appears to have been granted soon 
afterwards to William oi Irwyn, the ancesbsr of the Irvings of Drum, 
and Burnard was compensated for its loss by a fresh grant of land. 
(Family of BunuU of Leys, New Spalding Club, p. 7). 

Both offices seem frequently to have been hereditary, and in some 
instances tenable by females as heiresses, or in conjunction with their 
husbands. Thus Agnes Vaus was, prior to 1439, Coroner of half the 
barony of Renfrew, and Alison Parle was Coroner ward (Coronator 
Warde) of Stragriffe prior to 1484. In the first year of his reign, 
James V. confirmed a charter " Alisone Park filte et heredis quondam 

Wil. Park de eodem oAicia sua coronatoris . . . 

.... Tenend. a dicta Aliaona de Senescallo de Scotia." (R^- 
Mag. Sig,) 

In 1452 Gilbert de Lumsden and Mariota, his wife were the: 
Foresters of Coldingham : " Tenend. prefatas terras, &c, dicto Gllbeito 
et heredibus ejus ct ofSctum prefatum dicto Gilt>erto et Mariote ejus 
sponse et eorum heredibus tn feoda" (R^ Mag. Sig.) When an 
incumbent of the Forestership of the groves of Torwood (nemoris de le 
Torwood) resigned the office, free tenement and a rational third part of 
the profits of tiiat post were reserved for himself and his wife Margaret 
(R^. Mag. Sig.) (ante 1476.) William Murray of Tullibardin, looked 
at by the eyes of posterity, was very appropriately the Coroner and 
Forester of Balquhklder in the fifteenth century (i482> (Reg. Mag. 
Sig.) We have seen that an Alexander Strachan was Coroner of 
Forfar and Kincardine in the reign of David If., and we find that 
about a century later, the Coronership of the same counties was held by 
John Strathachin of Carmyle, probably a member of the same family. 
After him, however (in 1472) the Forester of Forfar and Kincardine 
was John Lyon of Curtastown, afterwards laird or lord of Glamis 
(postea dom. Glammis). (Rig. Mag. Sig.) 

The profits <A the Forestership were evidently considered of yore 
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si^BctenUy valuable for squrate treatment in charters. Thus, we shall 
find that when Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk, in 1609, parted with the 
lands to his son William on the latter's marriage, be retained hi.s 
hereditary ofiioes in life-r^t In a charter granted in the i6th year of 
the reign of James II., confinning transactions bet^veen Thomas de 
Liunmysden and his brother Gilbert de Lununysden, concemii^ lands 
in the barony of Coldingham, with which are combined certain benefits 
conferred by the Prior of Coldingham on Gilbert Lummysden and his 
wife Mariota (possibly related to the Prior), some information as to the 
sources of the income of a Forester are given. (R*g. Meg. S^.y. 

In an enquiry bdbre the said Prior (John Aclif), touching the office 
of Forester of the barony of Coldingham, it appears that a certain 
John Forstaire (no doubt the equivalent of present day Forsters, 
Forrestiers, and Forresters) has the following perquisites or dues, 
namely, meat, drink and fodder (pabulum equinum) for himself and 
his man, when he comes to the prior's house ; the said Forester also 
has chaige of " Wrac " and " Waif in the said demesne of Coldingham, 
and receives for the said wrac and waif 12 pence a pound (12 den. 
de libra) ; for ships or boats plying in the said demesne with " carcata 
cum blade," salt, coals (carbonibus) or anydiing of the kind for sale 
tfwre, one boil before the transaction and anodier boll after it (unam 
bollam ante malam (malum) et alium bollum post-malam) belongs to 
the said Forester; for the anchor^re of any kind of dtip 12 pence, 
and for boats 4 pence, with the thraves of oats (cum thraven 
avenarum) of any arable land of the farmers (de qua libet terra 
husbandii fermariorum) with the exception of the lord prior's fields in 
the " town " of Coldingham ; for any cart of . . . ' (de qualibet 
plaustro merini (mereinii T) 4 pence ; for a draught horse one permy ; 
"de quercu quadrato cum bovibus tracto" 4 pence; and game-binjs 
(pheasants ?) " gallinas silvestres " for himself according to custom ; 
also a cloak suitable for a gentleman (et unam robam generosis 
^tam) "at the feast t^ the Nativity of our Lord as (prout) appears 
in a certain public deed of William de Cran^toun sealed with five 
seals." (ibid.) 

It is evident liom these details that the Forestership of Coldingham 
was not only what might be termed a " fat living," but also a post of 
some dignity. When William Blackball of that Ilk was retoured heir 
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to his father in i547(?)-iS48, this office of Coroner and Forester is said 
"in time of peace to be worth ten soljdi, and now thirty solidi per 
annum." {Record of Reteurs, Vol I., fol i.) 

The Coronership of Norman England and these district Coroner- 
ships of ancient Scotland appear to have differed essentially. Both 
seem to have had a property qualification, and the old Norman 
Coronership was exercised as an honourable function, without pecuniar>' 
profit. Whether this was also the case in Scotland at one time I have 
not been able so far to determine by documentary evidence. The 
English Coronership also appears to have always been elective, while the 
Scottish Coronerships were granted by a feudal superior to a vassal. 
The name would seem to imply that some interests of the Crown were 
their special care. 

William Blackball died some time prior to 1513 and left issue: — 

1. William, his successor. 

2. Robert, portioner of Fola, and Bui^ss of Guild of Aberdeen, 

of whom more later. 

3. John, Parish Cleric of Inverurie. (?) 

4. AgNE.^ married to Walter Banzeaucht (Badenoch, or Benzie) 

in Inverurie. She inherited some land in Inverurie from 
her father. (Proctocol of Sir John Christisone, by 
apostolic authority, notary, created by Mr. Arthur Boece.) 

V. William Blackhall of that Ilk, 

One of the documents produced at the Mar trial was " an 
instrument of seising of the lands of Blackhall, Folia and Blackwatter, 
and forrestschippe and crownarschippe of Garioche given to William 
Blackhall, son of the said William Blackhall of that Ilk, proceiding on 
the Sheriff of Aberdene his precept, daittit the pennult of Februar, 1513. 
Notar Sir Georg Patersona" {loc. cit. supra, p. 17.) By a deed signed at 
Edinburgh on the 2gth of May, 1524, this William Blackhall of that Ilk, 
"son and heir of William Blackball of that Ilk" sold to John Betoun of 
Creich the lands of Freland, in Fife, which his father had received from 
his uncle, Robert Blackhall of Freland. The King (James V.) granted 
a charter of confirmation on June 14 following. (Reg. Mag. Stg.) 
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The next transaction in which wc find this laird taking part, is the 
devising of some property to his immediate relatives, and a little later 
he espouses the cause of John Blackball, the Parish Clerk of Inverurie, 
against one of the Leslies of Kincraigy, who, by what seems to have 
been a '• snatch " election, secured for himself the post for which John 
Blackball appears to have become temporarily unfit 

These events are chronicled in the " Proctocol of Sir John Cristisone, 
by apostolic authority" already mentioned, which is in the Register 
House in Edinbui^h, and from which the following excerpts are made. 
This document was brought to my notice by the Rev. John Anderson 
of the Historical Department of the Register House. I take this 
opportunity of expressing my indebtedness to Mr. Anderson for much 
help and courtesy in my search into the history of the Blackballs. 

The first excerpt from this source is an " Instrument narrating 
that William Blackball of that Ilk gave up all hts right claim and 
property in and to the lands of two roods lying in the territory of 
the town of Inveniry, between the Royal lands in the east and 
west, and the lands of Patrick Forbes and John Williamson on the 
south and north, to Robert Blackball his brother-german, his heirs, 
etc., in which case Agnes Blackball, their sister, shall be placed in 
conjunct fee of the same during her life, and not otherwise." This 
agreement was come to at Inverurie on March 6th, 1530. "The same 
day Robert Blackball, burgess of Aberdeen, within the town of 
Inveroury, resigned the two roods above described (Williamson's lands 
being given as the south boundary) into the hands of John Anderson, 
one of the bailies of the said town, in favour of Walter Banzeaucht, who 
duly received sasine, and then required the baillte to induct his spouse, 
Agnes Blackball, in the conjunct fee of Ute lands, whereupon the baillie 
placed her in possession of her conjunct fee in terms of her charter, 
by rope and thatch." 

On the nth of October, 1537, after tfie death of Walter Banzeaucht, 
his son John got sasine of a good deal of town land, including two roods 
belonging to William Blackball of that Ilk, who the same day, tt^ther 
with Agnes Blackhall, hts sister, and the mother of John Banzeaucht, 
protested that the sasme given to tlie latter should not prejudice their 
rights in the future. (Protocol.) 

The oAer family incident of interest concerned the Parish Clerkship. 
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The instrument narrates "that Alexander Leslie of Kincragy, with 
sixty-six other persons, male and female, and Sir James Kyd, vicar, 
parishioners of Inveroure, gave their election and votes to John Leslie 
to enjoy and possess the office of clerk of Inveroury when it shall vacate 
by decease of John Blackhall last parish c|)£rk, and chose the said John 
Leslie as a fit and able person for the office, and presented him to 
William, Bishop of Aberdeen, upon which the presentee craved 
instrument Done in the said parish between 6 a.m. and i p.m. on 23rd 
June, 1536," As the next step in this procedure, on June 24th "John 
Leslie, son of Alexander Leslie of Kincragy, appeared at the high altar 
in the parish church of Inveroury, declaring that he was the true and 
undoubted elect and presented parish clerk of Inveroury, therefore, lest 
that church remain destitute of service, he offered himself ready to serve 
the vicar at the altar and the parishioners in all things which belonged to 
the office of parish clerk as he is duly bound," 

On the same day William Blackhall of that Ilk appeared for the 
incapacitated John Blackhall (who was probably his brother, althou^ 
that is not expressly stated) as his tacksman and depute, and " offered 
himself ready to do service in the office of clerk, and protested 
solemnly that the election and votes of the pari^ioners of Inveroury 
given to John Leslie should not prejudice his own right and that of John 
Blackhall, parish clerk, because it was not divulged to the ears of the 
parishioners, nor perfectly known to them as to any manner of vacation." 

The family feeling here evinced by William Blackhall of that Ilk had 
its grander development in the larger patriotism which cost him his life 
in battle against the English some years later. These are the roots from 
which springs the highest philanthropy which dies for abstract right in 
the interests of the whole human family, and sometimes at the hands of 
the race it desires to benefit 

Referring to this election Dr. Davidson (Inverurie and the Earldom 
of the Garioch, p. 143) remarks : "The Invcrourie election seems to 
have been a characteristic example of parish politics ; the attempt of 
one important party to supplant another in local position, a Ut of village 
life not seldom repeated since. Blackhall of that Ilk was at the head 
of society in the parish, and Kincraigie — a cadet of the house of 
Balquhain — was then rising into influence." 

Among the assessors mentioned in the dispute between William 
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Strachan of Glenkindie and Lord Elphmstone in 1535, the account of 
which in Vol. IV, (p, 469) of the Antiquities of Banff and Aberdeen 
(Spalding Club) is abridged from the original in the Innes charter chest 
at Floors Castle, there is an association of three names which interest, 
and will again interest us, namely, those of William Blackball of Bourty, 
William Blackball of that Ilk and William Kyng of Barraucht. As 
representatives of the constituents in a human bomb destined to explode 
in due time, they still lay peacefully within the shell of ignorance of the 
future, while the man who lighted the fuse was yet unborn. 

By a deed signed at Bandodil on August 22, 1543 (Froctocol cit.), 
William Blackball gave a tack or lease of the sunny third of the lands of 
Blackball, till Whitsunday 1547, to James Skeyne, on terms which seem 
rather advantageous to the latter. One of the conditions of this tack or 
lease is that " The said James, notwithstanding infeftment of the lands 
shall not remove Sir James Kyd, tenant, until Whitsunday, 1547." It 
may be explained in passing that the clet^men of the period, who had 
taken an Arts degree at the University were " Domini " or Masters, 
while those who had not done so and yet were clerics, used the prefix of 
Schir or Sir, doubtless an abbreviation of Mon Sieur. 

William Blackball of that Ilk married Margaret Forbes, the daughter 
of George Forbes of Auchintoul. Her mother was a daughter of Sir 
William Leslie of BalquhaJn by his third wife Euphemia Lindsay, the 
only child and heiress of William Lindsay of Caimey, and the grand- 
daughter of the first Earl Crawford, by the Princess Janet, daughter of 
Robert III. Her brother was the first Leslie baron of Pitcaple. 
Matthew Lumsden (Genealogy of ike Family of Forbes, p. 63, Ed. 1883) 
gives Mai^ret Blackhall's name as Bessie, but he evidently confuses her 
with a sister who married John Forbes of Terpree (Historical Records of 
the Family of Leslie, by Colonel Leslie, K.H. of Balquhain, VoL III., p. 
io-i3> 

William Blackball fell in battle against the English (mortuus in 
conflictu contra Anglos), according to the special retour of his son 
William, on the loth of September, 1546' If this be correct — and the 
dates are given without abbreviation in the retour — it is a point of some 
interest 

We know that the battle of Pinkie was fought on the loth of 
September, 1547, but history is silent as to a conflict witli the English 
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on th« same day in the previous year. Even Lindsay of Fitscottie, who 
enters with some detail into the commotions which led up to the battle 
of Pinkie, mentions no Bght that can be dated in September, 1546. 
Pitscottie, however, gives the date of the battle of Pinkie as September 
1 8th, 1547, not September loth, the usually accepted date. (History of 
Scotland, 3rd Edition, p. 3C4). In any case William Blackball fell in 
battle against the English, and his wife seems to have predeceased him, 
as there is no provision made for her in the retour of her son to his lather. 
The note of a transaction which I have recently received through 
the kindness of Mr. M. Livingston, of the Record Office, inclines 
me to believe that, notwithstanding the unabbreviated precision of the 
date given in the retour of the next laird in that document, we may 
conclude that William Blackball died, to use an old phrase, " in Pinkie." 
This note, which is dated the 26th of August, 1547, fifteen days prior to 
the usually accepted date of the battle, is a letter of reversion by James 
Skein in Bandodill in favour of William Blackball of that Ilk, binding 
himself to restore the latter to "his sown third of the lands of Blackball" 
on repayment to Skein of 12 score merks for which he (Blackball) had 
wadset the third. We have already learned that on August 22nd, 1543, 
William Blackball of that Ilk had granted a tack or lease to Skein of a 
sunny third of his lands. Before those merks were paid, the harvest of 
Pinkie had been gathered, and if the sunny third was redeemed, it must 
have been by the next laird. According to Pitscottie, the preparations 
made to meet the English on that occasion were rapidly undertaken, so 
that the mobilisation of the feudal array could not have been a matter of 
m(M% than a fortnight or so. (Op. cit., p. 300.) As William Blackball 
was of age in 1513 (vide supra, p. 24), he must have been well on to 
sixty when he fell, as we may assume he dtd,.at Pinkie, and we learn 
from Pitscottie that the proclamation of the Governor (Hamilton) was 
to all men " betwixt sixty and sixteen, spiritual and temporal, father as 
well as son, to compear at Edinburgh in their best array, with a month's 
victuals. . . . ." (Op. cit., p. 30a) William Blackball appears to 
have left no children except his son and successor 

VI. William Blackball of that Ilk, 
who had a special retour to his father on February ist (1547P-154S). 
The status at any given period of a territorial family, or the personal 
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esteem in which an individual was held, is to be gauged in a measure, 
by the social position of the jury wbidi attended the inquest to reteiur 
the heir. On this occasion, the local aristocracy were very fully 
represented, and it is possible to sec in this fact some homage to the 
man who had died for his country and sympathy with his heir. During 
the Mar action, several documents connected with the tenancy of this 
laird were laid before the Court, to wit : (i) an instrument by which he 
got sasine of the lands of Blackhall on a precept from the Chancellerie 
on May 8tb, 1 548 ; (2) another instrument of sasine of the same lands 
to himself and his spouse, Janet Strathauchin, on the 9tb of February, 
'55^ (3) H' got sasine of Blackhall again on his own resignation on 
the 20th of April, 1 551. On this occasion the Queen (Mary) gave a 
charter of confirmation to himself and his wife, Janet Strathauchin, of 
the lands of Blackhall with the manor house of the same, together with 
the offices of Coroner and Forester and the emoluments of these, to be 
held by the said William and Janet, or the survivor of them in conjunct ' 
fee, and by their legitimate heirs male, whom failing by the heirs male 
whatsoever of the said William. (He^. Mag. S^.) This, the immediate 
successor to the laird who fell at Pinkie, appears himself to have died 
about the year 1554, because, on the l6th of December in that year, 
.William Strathauchin of Tibbertie and Janet Auchinleck, his spouse, 
"yair aids and assignais ane or ma(ir)" had a gift from Queen Mary 
of the whole lands of Blackhall and the offices and their emoluments in 
the interest of the family of "umquhile William Blackhall of yat Ilk." 
As we have seen above by another charter, Janet Strathauchin, the 
wife of this now deceased laird, had conjunct fee of the lands and offices, 
and to the survivor. It is difficult to understand, therefore, why, if she 
were still alive, the Strachans of Tibbertie, probably her own family, were 
imported as caretakers of her property and children. The wording of 
the "Letter" (Reg. iitcrtt. Sig., Vol XXVII., fol. 90) appears to leave 
this point, to my mind, uncertain. If not dead, she must surely have 
been incapacitated from some cause and for some time. If, on the other 
hand, she was dead, and the Strachans had charge of a young son or 
family absolutely orphaned, we are confronted with the curious 
genealogical coincidence that two successive lairds, both bearing the 
name of William Blackhall, married two successive Strachans, each 
having the christian name of Jonet or Janet Fur in the retour of 
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Alexander Blackhall to his cousin, William Blackball of that Ilk, in 1591, 
the rights of Janet Strachan, the widow of " the said William," are 
specially reserved. Although termed in the retour " quondam 
W*illielmus Blackhall de eodem," he is also specifically called the son 
of his father, and at this point there is a hiatus in the document which 
can only be filled in by " the son of his father, the late William Blackhall 
of that Ilk." In that case it is more probable that the Janet Strachan, 
whose rights are reserved, was the mother, not the wife of the next 
laird to whom Alexander Blackhall succeeded, as we shall learn in due 
course. If this were so, it is possible also that Margaret Blackball, who 
had a genera! retour to her father without seeking lands in 1610, as we 
shall also learn later, was the sister of the last William Blackhall of the 
direct line, and the daughter of that William Blackhall who succeeded 
the victim of Pinkie. The date of death of her father is unfortunately 
not mentioned in the retour, nor was it customary to mention this fact in 
such documents. If, on the other hand, she was a daughter of the last 
William, the name of her mother nowhere transpires, unless it was the 
same as that of her grandmother, viz., Janet Strachan. This supposition 
may, I think, be dismissed, in view of the fact that the Janet Strachan, 
whose rights are reserved, as above stated, is declared to have had conjunct 
fee of Blackhall, and that we know the Janet Strachan of 1 5 50 had. This 
date was also probably that of her marriage, and as her husband died, so 
far as can be determined, in 1554, it is not probable that his family 
consisted of more than two children, namely, his son and successor, and 
possibly a daughter, who may have been the Margaret of the retour 
mentioned. 

VII. William Blackball of that Ilk. 

The conditions on which the Strachans of Tibbertie had ward of the 
lands of Blackhall, &c., are stated in these words : " while (until) ye 
lauchfull entree of the rychtuis air or airis yrto being of lauchfull aige, 
wt ye relief yrof quhen it sal happin, and also ye manage of WilUame 
Blakhall, sone and air to ye said Umqie William Blakhall of yt ilk, and 
failzeing of him be deceis unmarijt, ye mariage of .ony other air or airis, 
male or female, yat sail happin to succeid to ye said William in his 
heritage wt all profBttis of ye said mariage " (loc. cit.). Little can now 
be ascertained concerning this laird. The document setting forth his 
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retour has been lost, but among the deeds produced at the Mar trial 
there is one which concerns him. It is entitled " Anc instrument of 
Scasing of the lands of Blakhall and office of Crownarschtppe foirsatd 
givin to William Blakhall, sone and air to William Blakhall of that Ilk, 
proceiding on ane Precept out of the Chancellarie following on ane 
retour, daittit the first August, 1581, notar William Bruce." The fact 
of his retour and possession of Blackball and the offices is thus fully 
established, but no further particulars can be gathered beyond these of 
the interval between his infancy and bis death, which is chronicled thus : 
"Wilyem Blakhall of that Ilk, departit in Aberdeen the fyft day of 
August, 1589 yens" (Spalding Club MisctUany, Vol, II., p. 63), If he 
had oth«- relations besides his sister or daughter Margaret, there is no 
evidence that they survived him. In Mai^aret Blackhall's general retour 
to her father, William Blackball of that Ilk, which took place in 1610, 
" she sought no lands," as I have stated, and for reasons which will 
become clearer as we proceed. (Record of Retours, Vol. IV., fol. 4S3.) 
" Willelmus Strathachin de Tippertie," either he who had a grant of the 
ward of Blackball in 1554, or his successor, heads the list of the jurors 
on this inquest At this date, Margaret was unmarried, and if she was 
the sister of the last laird in the direct line, can no longer have been 
young. But whether this was so or not, of her later history nothing is 
known. 

Before mentioning the next holder of Blackball and the offices, it will 
be convenient to deal with the Blackballs of Barra, for their contact with 
him appears to have been connected in some way with the forfeitures to 
which the Blackballs had soon to submit, and which commenced with 
the alienation by the Crown of the estates of that junior, but wealthier 
branch of the family. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ClH Blackballs or Barra. 

IT is no more possible to state precisely when the filackhalls or 
Barra first entered on possession of that estate, than it is to 
determine the date at which the Blackballs of that Ilk alienated it 
to them alone, or in conjunction with the Kings, as we may gather 
they did, although documentary evident is now lacking. These 
families, as portioners, certainly possessed it for at least a century, and 
prc^bly tonga". In Volume I. of the Register of tkt Great Seai, 
which covers the period between 1306 and 1424, Barra is not 
mentioned. " In 1493," according to Dr. Davidson (Inverurie, Gfc, 
P- 103)1 "Junes King of Bourtie resigned half of the lands of Wester- 
house (part of Barra) into the hands of John, Earl of Mar and Giarioch, 
for new infieftment to himself and Marjorie Barclay, his spouse." John 
Blackhall of that Ilk, we have seen, was laird of Blackhall, but probably 
not of Barra, between the years 1418 and I4;7, or we should have found 
that important property mentioned in deeds of his time. The first 
Blackhall of Barra was probably his cousin, and at this period already 
in possession of Barra, or of some portion of it If a cousin, his father 
may have been that Robertus de Blakhall who sat on an inquest at 
Rayne (p. 18) in 1408. If, therefore, the first Blackhall of Barra was 
not descended from the first documentary William Blakhall of that Ilk, 
the separate possession of Barra by a cadet of the family at so early a 
period would throw back the existence of the Blackballs without any 
doubt to a time prior to the first documentary evidence of the name in 
1398. The christian name of the first of the Barra family of whom 
there is any documentary evidence is unknown. So far as such evidence 
goes, the first Blackhall of Barra was — 
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I. Blackball, 



"The good man of Barra-BUkhall," who, according to a manuscript 
histcMy of the family of Caskieben, written in 1610, whidb Dr. Davidson 
q«otes X*P- <^'-> P- 448). married the eldest of the three daughters of 
Gilbert Johnston of that Ilk and Caskieben by his first wife, Elizabeth 
Vam of Meny. Gilbert Johniton was married before 1438, and seems 
to have survived till 1476. Dot^las (BaroHagt, p. 35) was also cc^isant 
of this Caskieben docament, bat mentions the good man of Barra as 
"the laird of Blackhall," apparently regardii^ the term Barra- Blackhall 
as territorial The " good man of Barra-Blackhall " was succeeded by — 

II. John Bi^ckhall of Barra, 

who died in 1505. He married Mai^;ant Bornat, who mny have been a 
daMglrter of Alexander Barnard or Bumat of Leys, irfio hdd that estate 
between 14S4 and i sc^, or of his predecessor, who died in 1454, and was 
knosvn as J<Jin Bumat " of Leyis." ( The Family tf Smrwttt of L^s, by 
George Bamett, LL.D., p. 10, New Spalding Club.) In 1 50$, as a widow, 
liHt wM foand entttted to her terce. This John Blaoldiall was also 
pKifirietor of Finnersie, etc (SAtr^ Qmrt Rttords, New SpaMing 
Ctab, Vol I., p. 15.) He was sncoeeded by— 

III. William Blackball op Barra, 

who was (probablyj his son. "In 1517, William Blakhall was infeft," 
according to Dr. Davidson (op, eit., p 103), in half the lands of 
Barocfat, Wester Kowis, Fallawe, Esaenheid, FardaiHions, sixth pnt of 
i^tgovny, half the Mill di Bourtie, and a third part of Mitokle hi4 
Litrie Finnersie, and others. William Blackhall paid tax for Us part «f 
Barm in 1548. In a charter of confirmation, gtanted i^ Queen Marjr 4n 
1547 on February zoth, it is stated that he sold his half of the lands of 
Barroch, et cetera, to his lawful son, Mr. Alexander Blackhall, for a sum 
of money paid \ty him and his retattres on Ihe mother's side; William 
Blackhall reserved to himself and his wife, Janet Bissat (probably one of 
the family of Lessendrum or of Pitmuxton), the free occupatton of tiw 
half of Filaw. (Reg. Mag. Sig.) He had throe childrM>— 
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1. William, his heir apparent, who, in 1541, married Katharine 

Gordon of Lcsmoir, and died, certainly without any male 
issue.* He predeceased his father, who, on the 5th of March, 
1546, gave in life-rent to Katharine Gordoun, the relict of 
William Blackhatl his son, the lands of Westerhouse in the 
Garioch. On the occasion of their marriage they had a 
charter of the two part lands of Barroch (November 24th, 
1541). Katharine Gordon married, as her second husband, 
Thomas Gordon of Kenncrtie. (Records of Abqyne, p. 127, 
New Spalding Club.) 

2. Alexander, who succeeded him. 

3. Elizabeth, who married William Maitland of Bracklaw, and 

was the mother of Robert Maitland of Auchincrief. She 
was a widow in 1548, fur there is a charter of July 9th in 
that year, by which Robert Maitland of Auchincri^ sells 
that estate to Robert Maitland, the son and heir of his late 
eldest son, William Maitland of Bracklaw and Andait, for 
a sum of money paid by his relatives. In making this 
disposition, he reserves free tenancy for himself, and after 
his decease a reasonable third part for Elizabeth Blackball, 
the spouse of the said William Maitland. Alexander Black- 
hall, portioner of Barra, is one of the witnesses. (Reg, Mag: 

Sig.) 

IV. Mr. Alexander Blackhall of Barra. 

He appears to have succeeded during his father's lifetime, for there is 
a deed drawn up at Barra on October 21st, 1551, by which he grants the 
middle third of " Meikle and Littil Fynnarsy " to Agnes Burnet, 
daughter of Alexander Burnet of Leys, with the consent of his father, 
-William Blackhall of Barraucht, free tenant of the said lands. This 

* He nppean to hare had a dau^ter, Maijoiy, who wu retonred heir geiMral to him in 
IS59, a rctour against which Alexandei Blakhal, her uncle, proleiEed as "air mell" to her 
lather. (Sheriff' Csitrt Rictnls, Vol. L, p. 141.) Dr. Liltlejohn his inronned me that the 
des^nation of the lands in question is not given in the originat, but there is little donbt that the 
traniactions recorded relet to these penons. 
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grant is made in Agnes Burnet's virginity, and for life, on account of a 
contract of marriage between him and her, and for a sum of money paid 
by the said Alexander Burnet The lands to be held of the Queen. 
(Reg. Mag. Sig.) The deed is witnessed by John and Thomas 
Blackball, possibly brothers. This John may have been the John 
Blackfaal) in Tibbertie, who witnessed a charter of George Johnston 
of that Ilk in 1587.* Douglas (Baronage, p. 42) asserts that a daughter 
of Alexander Burnet of Leys married Blackball of that Ilk, which, 
though manifestly incorrect, is of interest, inasmuch as a Blackball of 
that Ilk was also a Barra-Blackhall, whose predecessor did marry 
Agnes Burnet, as now related, f Alexander Blackball of Barra was 
succeeded during his own and his father's lifetime by his son, also — 

V. Alexander Blackhall of Barra. 

The possessions of this family seem at this time to have been consider- 
able. In a charter of James VI., dated September 3rd, 1574 (-Reg. Mag. 
Sig.), the King grants Alexander Blackball, son and heir apparent of Mr. 
Alexander Blackhall, portioner of Barra, and his heirs male and assigns, 
half the lands of Barroch, Westerhous, Fillaw, Eschinheid, Furdailhous, 
the sixth part of Petgovny, half the Mill of Bourty, the superiority of 
half of Muretoun, the third part of Mekill Fynnersy, Littil Fynnarsy, 
Maneicht, and the mills of Finnarsy, with the tenants, &c., which Mr. 
Alexander Blackhall resigned. The free tenancy of the lands is 
reserved (with the exception of Fynnarsy and Maneicht) for William 
Blackhall of Barra, father of the said Mr. Alexander, and after the death 
of the said William, the free tenancy of the whole for the said Mr. 
Alexander. The half of Fillaw and a rational third of the rest is also 
reserved in life rent for Agnes Burnet This, the last Blackhall of 
Barra, remained in possession from 1574 to 1592, and I have given these 
particulars in detail to show that the blow soon to be struck at the 
Blackballs of Barra was not calculated to be without profit to the Royal 
Exchequer. " The story of Naboth's vineyard is not new," 

* There was also a Juhn Blakhall in Mill of Fynnersy in 1574. (Sktriff C«urt Huards, 
Vol. I., p. 202). 

t Thia laitd was piubably the " Mi. Alexander lilakliall," who occaaiunally acted as 
Slwriff-depatc in 1^58-9. (Sktriff Court K*c«rds, VuU I., p. 447.) 
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CHAPTER V. 

Cbe CM of iDe forrelture or ttx Blackballs. 

THE eastern boundary of the e^ate of Balquhain touches the 
western boundary of Blackball. It bas been in the possession of 
the LeaUe family ever since Sir Geoi^ Leslie, the first of Balquhain, 
received it from bis father. Sir Andrew de l.eslie, the sixth of that Ilk, 
some time prior to 1340. 

The house of Balquhain has produced many men of worth, 
aUIity and power. In IS71, however, John Leslie succeeded his 
father as tenth laird or baron of Balquhain. His forcefiilness 
showed itself in ways which were profitable neither to himself nor 
to the Blackballs, and as he had an important influence on their 
fortunes, it is necessary to consider shortly what manner of man he 
was. The keynote of his character, as delineated by the late ColonH 
Leslie, his representative, and the historian of his family, was a pride 
and self-assertiveness which led to ruinous extravagance, and a shifty 
unreliability which made him a bad partner both in public and Jn private 
life. He had a somewhat varied connubial record also, having divorced 
one wife, been divorced by another, and questionably married to a third. 
One of his sons, Walter, by his third wife, also a forceful character, 
became a Count of the Holy Roman Empire, owing to the part he 
played in the assassination of Wallenstein, the only palliation of which 
crime was the suspected treason of that great soldier. He became 
wealthy in foreign parts, and helped to redeem mortgages or wadsets on 
his old home, which were the consequences of his father's and his 
eldest brother's improvidence. (Historicai Records of ike Family of 
Lesiky by Col. Leslie of Balquhain, Vol. HI., p. 348). 

John Leslie, the tenth of Balquhain, was SherifT- Principal of 
Aberdeenshire for many years, and as late as 1597. After the death of 
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William Blackball of that Ilk in 1589 without male issue, he entered an 
interdict against the succession of his heir, ultimately retoured never- 
theless as Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, Coroner and Forester of the 
Garioch, but this only with the consult of his interdictor, and to make 
good a transaction between him and Alexander Blackhall of Barra, to 
be mentioned presently. 

What the motives of John Leslie were in taking this action can only 
be sannised, for the reasons of the interdiction are not definitdy 
assigned in the document which chronicles the fact Dr. Burnett (1^. 
^> P- 35) si^gests that the interdict was due to what lawyers call the 
" facility or profession " of the heir, but the point has not been examined 
with any care by Burnett, who is more anxious to [»ove that the hunting 
horn in the arms of the Burnetts was not derived from the Forestership 
of the Blackballs than anjrthlng else, and there is nothing to show that 
he was in any way ineligible for the succession, which was soon after- 
wards ^reed to under other circumstances l^ John Leslie himself. The 
words used in the deed (Reg. Mag. Sig., Lib. 14, No. 20) by Alexander 
Blackhall are " Noveritis me cum expressis consensu et assensu 
honorabilis viri Joannis Leslie de Balquhane cui interdictus sum mds 
utilitate et commodo, in bac parte undique previsis et dil^enter 
coDsideratis ex certis causis rationi consonis animum meum ad hoc 
moventem et precertim pro adimplctione, &c." We have seen that 
William Blackhall was the fifth in descent from Sir William Leslie, 
the fourth baron of Balquhain, John Leslie being the sixth in descent 
from the same person. As cousinship used to be reckoned in those days, 
this was a by no means remote relationship. When this fact is taken 
in connection with that of their being neighbouring lairds, it is quite 
possible that Leslie may have considered it necessary that the conditions 
of the tenure of Blackball should be carefully examined in the interests 
of the only daughter or sister of the late Coroner of the Gartoch, before 
the Ibrmal acknowledgment of the male heir. A reference to the 
wording of the letter granting the ward of Blackhall to the Strachans 
of Tibbcrtie might moreover be construed as implying that an heiress 
might under certain circumstances succeed (p. 30). If such a possibility 
was considered, the conclusion must have been reached very soon, not 
only that an heiress could not succeed at that time, while a m^e heir 
was known to be in existence, but also as to who that male heir was ; 
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because we iind Leslie consenting, in 1590, to the sale by Alexander 
Blackball — who, in the year following, was retoured to both Blackball 
and the offices~~of Blackball and those offices, to Alexander Blackball 
of Barra. This transaction in itself was ill^al, as the royal consent to 
the proceeding had not been obtained, although, without doubt, sale first 
and confirmation afterwards often took place. Just at that time, how- 
ever, such action was not without danger, as the event proved. What 
can have been the object of the action of Alexander Blackball of Barra 
in this matter ? 

We have seen that on a former occasion, in 1503, James IV., not 
wishing any barm to his beloved William Blackball, confirmed his 
possession of Fola-Blackwater, although acquired without the royal 
consent But at the time we are now dealing with, the reckless but 
virile victim of Flodden was not on the throne, and the Royal Exchequer 
was very empty. Herein lay the danger of such transactions. At the 
period we are at the moment considering, the Octavians were not yet 
appointed. Their finally abortive efforts did not commence till some 
five years later, but the conditions of royal need were somewhat pressing, 
and the royal ingenuity, and that of the King's advisers, was being 
exercised to discover a means of replenishing the treasury. With the 
fatuousness usually characteristic of those whom the gods have determined 
to destroy, the incarnation of the feudal system — the king, determined 
to support his throne by undermining its props — the feudal aristocracy. 
'The revenue of the country," writes Burton, "was in a wretched 
condition — the civil officers of the Government unpaid and nothing 
available by which the Crown could in case of an emergency co-operate 
with the feudal force in defence of the country. The source from which 
the treasury might be replenished was the forfeiture of estates. From 
the recent succession of convulsions and re-actions, with their forfeitures 
and remissions, it may easily be inferred that the ownership of a large 
breadth of the landed property of the country was in a complicated and 
dubious state. To extricate it would require much hard work of a 
delicate kind. It would have to be considered whether a forfeiture 
should be carried to extremities, or the opportunity should be taken to 
get cash in hand by remitting it for a fine. Estates forfeited would have 
to be turned into cash in the most profitable manner; and many cases 
of doubtful possession would have to be examined, with the frequent 
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result that the doubtful title would be rendered a firm one for a money 
consideration. To do all this work a financial committee of eight men 
was appointed, who from their number were called the King's Octavians." 
"They were Alexander Seton, the Lord President; Lindsay of Balcarras; 
Walter Stewart, secular Prior of Blantyre ; John Skene, Lord Clerk 
Register . . . , Peter Young . . . , the King's tutor ; Sir David 
Carn<^ie ; Thomas Hamilton, the King's Advocate ; and James Elphin- 
stone, one of the Lords of Session." (History of Scotland, Ed. 1870, 
Vol, VI., p. 69.) Peter Young was a scholar who knew how to combine 
erudition with " an eye to the main chance," and died possessed of 
considerable landed property. As might have been expected, the efforts 
of these gentlemen were not appreciated by the flock it was proposed to 
fleece, and as there were some of the latter about the Court and person 
of the king, the attempt, like many another effort of incompetent and 
incongruous power, only resulted in embittering relations between the 
king and the aristocracy, and was shortly abandoned. The mass of the 
people had not yet discovered their power, and a people rising in its 
might, led and rendered coherent by an indignant fraction of the 
aristocracy, was to be the object lesson afforded by defeudalised 
England in the next retgn. One can but pity Charles the more when we 
realize the " divine right " which he imbibed with his mother's milk, with 
the added misfortune of having a pedantic father who tutored his youth, 
untaught himself by his own failures. Charles in his need turned to that 
very aristocracy which his impecunious father plundered, and they 
responded to his call ma^iflcently — too magnificently. 

The case of the Blackhalls is interesting, as will be presently shown, 
because it Is an example of the feudal ingratitude and foolishness of 
King James, before his depredations in this direction had been regularised 
into a system. Alexander Blackball of Barm's intrusion in this affair was 
therefore probably actuated by the desire to obviate or minimise the 
consequences of some accusation of feudal insularity, which, as we 
shall learn, had already, in 1590, deprived of their lands the Kings 
co-portioners of Barra with the Blackballs. 

To resume our narrative, we know Alexander Blackball of Barra, 
and we have just made the acquaintance of John Leslie of Balquhain. 
Who was that other Alexander Blackball, the heir to the Coroners of the 
Garioch, and the third party in these n^otiations of delay and obliquity t 
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In tite deed in which he sells and alienates tiie tiiulum onervsum of 
Blackhall and the offices to Alexander Blackhall of Bam, with John 
Leslie's consent, and which is dated in October, 1590, he already acts as 
" Alexander Blacldiall de eodem," althou^ his retour as sudi did not 
take place till the Tollowing year. This no doubt was a l^al formality, 
as { have stated, in anticipation of the ultimate conRrmation of tiie 
transaction by the King. That confirmation' took {dace, indeed, but 
nnt till 1610, and much happened in the interval. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



ZH BlacklNilU, Burac$$es or Jiberdeei. 

IT will be remembered that William Blackball of that Ilk, who 
had a charter of Fola-Blackwater in 1503, was in 1504-5 
admitted a Burgess of Guild of Aberdeen. The Blackhalls of that 
Ilk, although the chiefs of the name, and at the period now referred 
to possessed of considerable landed property, do not appear to 
have had so much land as the junior branch at Barra. This 
it was which probably prompted William Blackball to turn his 
eyes towards Aberdeen and the wealth which flowed thither from 
the larger world beyond. What in this instance the laird of Blackball 
did, the younger sons even of those whose estates were much 
larger than Blackhall's frequently had to do. When the stripling, with 
or without his father's blessing, did not betake himself to seek his fortune 
in the camps of Europe, be frequently sought it more safely in the marts 
at home and abroad. Both roads frequently led to greater wealth and 
consequence than the aspirants for these left upon their patrimony 
attained. Such was the experience of Alexander Leslie, ultimately 
first Earl of Leven and Field Marshall in the Army of Gustavus 
Adolphus, " the lion of the North and the bulwark of Protestantism," 
who joined that monarch possessed of nothing but his sword, bis 
bastardy — and his genius ; and also that of William Forbes, ultimately 
of Craigievar and much else, who, as the story goes, giving his brother, 
the Bishop of Aberdeen and laird of Corse, God Almighty as security 
for a loan, sought and found wealth in commerce at Dantz^. 

The Aberdeen burgesses of Guild, in those feudal days, were not 
uncommonly the younger sons of county families and aristocratic 
pretensions, manifested themselves strongly among the city fathers. 
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So much SO, that there appears to have been a division of bui^esses 
into classes with very different privileges. 

An interesting resume of these classes, and of the conditions of 
buigess-ship, will be found in Mr. A. M. Munro's Introduction to the 
New Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol. I. It appears that there were three 
classes of burgesses, viz., burgess^ of Guild, with fuller trading 
privileges, who claimed the right to rule the city ; " simple 
burgesses," who traded in home productions, but not with foreign 
countries, either as exporters or importers ; and burgesses of trade 
who merely had licences to manufacture and sell their wares in the 
city. The privileged class were the bui^esses of Guild, frequently 
recruited by the admission of the sons and relatives of the county 
gentry, and very chary of allowing their fellow- burgesses in other 
daffies to interfere either in the government of the town or in the 
larger commercial undertakings of the period. Even in the annual 
procession or masquerade of craftsmen to St Nicholas Kirk on Candle- 
mas day, the brethren of the Guild supplied the knights in harness with 
their esquires. The city in small thus reproduced the feudal system 
outside its walls, and the burgess of Guild frequently considered 
himself, and sometimes was, gentMomme et bourgeois. 

The example set him by his father, William Blackball or Blakhale of 
that Ilk, was followed by his second son Robert Blackhall, who was 
elected a burgess of Guild In 152S. Prior to that, however, in 1518-19, 
he had sasine on Fola-Blackwater. (Exduquer Roils, Appendix, p. 616,) 
Fola would appear to have been left 1^ the burgess^conmer equally 
between his successor in Blackhall and his second son, for in a <^rter 
of confirmation by Queen Mary to Patrick GoitJon of Auchmanze and 
his wife, Katharine Lumisdane, of the lands and town oS Little Fola, it 
is remarind of this property in 1551, " qoanim una dimidietas quondam 
Willelmo Blakhall de eodem, altera qiumdam Roberto Blakhatl bui^rensi 
de Aberdene olim pertinuerunt (Reg. Mag. Sig., Vol. IV^ p. 139). As 
the burgess-coroner only purchased half the lands of F<^ (R^' Mag. 
Sig. Lib., 14, Na 30), Robert Blackhall must, after his father's death, 
have acquired his brother's share also, for, on the aoth of July, 1539, 
he soM his shadow half of the lands of Little Fola-Bladcw«ttir to John 
Chalmo' in Bobithan (Balbithan) for a sum of money paid to him " in 
his grave and cogent necessity." {R^- M<^. Sig. Lii., 23, Na 3^) 
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Doubtless there were instances in which this was a truthful description 
of the situation, and this may have been one of these, but the same 
ptuasc occuis so frequently in deeds of the feudal period when lands 
exchanged hancis, that one cannot avoid the suspicion that it was at 
times neither more nor less than a prudent whine to propitiate a feudal 
superior, diould he be asked to confinn the transfer at a future period. 
When Robert de Lyle of that Ilk, one of the claimants of the Mar 
Earldom, borrowed 112 merks from the Abbey of Pusley, he assigned 
to the abbey a third part of the fishery of Crukytshot, and speaks of the 
money as having been paid to htm in his urgent necessity (in mea 
urgente necessitate). " This confession of poverty," remarks Lord 
Crawford (The Earldom 0/ Mar and ilu Erskints), " is strange, for 
Robert de Lyle had been created a Lord of Parliament, circa 1446 ; 
and he and his descendants for at least three generations were well ofT." 
This was in all probability an example of the propitiatory whine which 
I have suggested m^t be dictated by prudence in those days. Of what 
interest could it be to the world at large that the seller was impecunious ? 
William Blackhall we know died "in Pinkie" in 1547. It is probable 
that John BlackiiaJlr the parish clerk of Inverurie, was a younger brother 
of these two, although 1 have not observed that fact positively stated in 
any document. The latter may or may not have been the father of John 
Blackhall, who owned two particates of land in Inverurie, and is described 
as dead (quondam) in I574-75, in a charter granting certain rents in 
Inverurie to Alexander Hay, the Director of the Chancellery (Regist. 
Mag' Sig.) ; or, this John may have been the son of Robert Blackhall, 
the burgess of Aberdeen. In any case I arrive at the conclusion that 
Alexander Blackball, whose succession to Blackhall was so eventful for 
his family, was, in all probability, the representative and son or grandson 
of Robert Blackball, once of Fola. He was probably not young when he 
succeeded, and died, as we shall learn, in 1393. There is no posiiiaie 
evidence of the oame of Robert Blackhall's wife, but Douglas (Baronage, 
Vol. 1., p. 36) states that Margaret, daughter of William Johnston of 
Caskieben, who fell at Flodden in 1513, was married to "a son of 
Blackhall of that Ilk." That " son " was, in all probability, Robert 
Blackhall of Fola, not the parish clerk, John Blackhall, as Dr. Davidson 
suggests, (Op. cit.) William Johnston, by his tirst wife, Margaret 
Mddrum (of Fyvie), had two children^bis son and heir, and this 
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daughter, Margaret Johnston or Blackball. (Davidson's Inverurie, p. 
448.) Dr. Davidson, although he quotes Robert Blackhall's taking 
sasine of Fola, does not appear to have been aware of his exact 
position in the family, and it may be remarked in passing, that, 
although Dr. Davidson gives considerable space in his book to the 
history of the Blackhalls, and gives much valuable information, he is 
in many particulars neither precise nor correct 

1 sEiall return again to Alexander Blackball, later of that Ilk, and 
shall now state what is known of other bui^esses of the . name in 
Aberdeen, and their relations. 

Difficult as it is, in the absence of an undisturbed charter-chest, to 
write a connected history of a family possessed of land, it is a much 
more difficult task to write a similar account of a family which has lost 
touch of that stationary factor in its history. Those engaged in such 
studies owe a debt of gratitude to officials who, like Mr. A. M. Munro, 
the City Chamberlain of Aberdeen, have used their opportunities of 
investigating the Archives to which they have access, for elucidating 
the bye-paths, as well as the main tracks in the history of the 
municipalities or districts with which they are connected. Fortun- 
ately, a very minute investigation of the burgess branch of the Blackhalls 
is not very essential now to the account to be given of their history, 
but the evidence we possess shows, that, down to a comparatively 
late date, there were Blackhalls in Aberdeen who regarded themselves 
as, and doubtless were, legitimate scions of the old stock. 

In the list of burgesses roused from a documentary slumber by Mr, 
Munro, not unlike the long sleep upon which they have all entered, and 
whose names are written in the New Spalding Club Miscellany, Vol. I., 
the names of a good many Blackhalls are chronicled, and I am indebted 
to Mr. Munro for a chart in which he indicates the relationship of some 
of the bui^esses and others in Aberdeen bearing that surname. Without 
doubt, descendants both of the Blackball and Barra families played their 
part — spent their lives — in Aberdeen till the middle of the 17th century, 
and probably even until a little later. 

Among the earlier Blackhalls burgesses of Aberdeen, in addition to 
those already mentioned, there was another Robert Blackball, admitted 
on March 17th, 1595 (loc. at.), and an Alexander Blackball, described as 
" maltman," who was admitted on August 14th, \ 599, for whom a William 
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Blackball was cautioner. According to Mr. Munro, this Alexandw was 
one of three brothers, descendants of the Blackballs of that Ilk, who were 
all burgesses of Aberdeen. 

After these there is an interval of a generation, before we meet 
with the admission of another Blackball as burgess of Guild of 
Aberdeen, and that is in the person of Robert Blakhall, who was 
admitted ex gratia on Septemtier 8th, 1628, and is describccl as "servant 
to Lord Hay." He was admitted, by favour no doubt, at the request of 
"Lord Hay," a mode of admission for which there was precedent. 
A reference to Father Blakhal's " BriefTe Narration " p. 44 (Spalding 
Club) leads to the conviction that the " Lord Hay " in question was 
the Earl of Krrol and his " servant " a cousin of the worthy priest, 
and therefore probably descended from the Barra branch of the 
family. He is to be identified with Robert Blackball of the Mill of 
Cruden, who in 1636 had sasine of the town and lands of Tarduff to 
himself and Susanna Haitlie, his wife and their heirs, from Alexander 
Blackball, portioner of Finnersie. (Reg. of Sasines, Vol. X., fol. 199.) 
This sasine on a charter of alienation is witnessed by James Blackball, 
burgess in Aberdeen. His position as a servant to " Lord Hay " was 
probably that of a confidential manager, corresponding to the Secretary 
of the present day, in all probability without the writing, for this was 
regarded as a superfluous accomplishment by many even in the middle 
of the 17th century. This cousin is referred to by Father Blakhal more 
than once, and on one occasion took his part, very handsomely, in his 
absence. Readers of the " BriefTe Narration " are aware that the first 
of the three " noble ladyes " to whom Father Blakhal was of service was 
Lady Isabella Hay, fifth daughter of Francis Earl of Erroll, Hereditary 
Constable of Scotland. She went to France, it would seem, to escape 
marriage with a Protestant, being a faithful daughter of the Church, and 
was consigned to the care of a Mr. Forbes in Paris, who seems to have 
b^^n by acting as her banker, and ended by falling in love with her. 
His suit was unacceptable, and led to the lady's seeking the Court of 
Brussels, on the invitation of the Infanta, procured for her by Father 
Blakhal, whither she repaired in company with a female companion, an 
old steward of her family, and Father Blakhal, her confessor. Through 
the persistent efforts of the latter, the promise (ultimately fulfilled) of the 
lady-superiorship. of a religious house was obtained fur her from the 
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Infanta. This journey and its object appear to have incensed Hr. 
Forbes and a Triend, who misrepresented Fadier Blakbal's action in 
the matter to Lady Isabella's brother, the Earl of Erroll of the tine, 
with the result of pouring the vials of his Lordship's wrath on the head 
of the long-suffering but absent priest " Her brother," writes Father 
Blakhal, " reading Ikat " (namely, that his sister had been talwn to the 
Low Countries "among the sojours,") " in two divers letters from tfustie 
frinds, as he esteemed them, did fal in a great furie, and callii^ for a 
cousin of myn, called Robert Blakhal, who was his actual servant, said, 
' Robin, do you know Father Blakhal in France P ' ' Yes, my lord,' 
said he, ' a very honest man.' ' A very basse knave and a traitour,' 
said my lord ; ' he and Alexander Davidson hath taken my sister out of 
France, unacquainted Mr. Forbes and Mr. Annan, as they show me in 
their letters, and carried her to the sojours in the Low Countries. 1 will 
get my hands over them both and make them smart for their doings ; 
and she is a base woman for going away unacquainted Mr. Forbes, to 
vrtiom I did give the charge of her.' It was an easy thing to make him 
believe this, for he did not know me, and he hated Alexander Davidson 
out of misure, and had great confidence in Mr. Forbes and Mr. Annan. 
Yet my cousin prayed him to have patience until the verity be knowen. 
' Knowen,' said my lord, ' it is but owcr true ; would those men Ij-e to 
me, and specially in such a matter as is the disgrace of my sister.' 
' Then,' said my cousin, ' if Father Blakhal have taken her any way 
which is not for her wel, your lordship shall punish me, for 1 will put ray 
lyff bailie for him, we will get better newcs ere it be long. I know 
Father Blakhal will loose his lyff rather than his honor, and will never 
do such a basse action.' " (A Brieffe Narration of Services done to Tkrte 
Noble Ladjies by Gilbert Blakhal, Priest of the Scots Mission in France, 
in the Low Countries and in Scotland, p. 44.) It is satisfactory to learn 
that Lord Erroll lived to know the truth of the matter and to chai^ his 
opinion of the worthy priest. 

These events occurred after 1630, when Lady Isabella went to FriMce, 
and it is interesting to learn that Kob«t Blackball, the burgess ex-gratia 
of 1628, remained thereafter the "actual servant" of Lord Erroll, what- 
ever his functions may have been. It would appear that the " Mr. 
Forbes" of this episode was also a cousin of Father Blaklial's (ep, cii., 
p. 6). Robert Blackball seems to have proi^red, fur, on a subsequent 
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occasion (p. 71), Fatiier Blakhal, who requtrcd money to assist one of his 
"ladyes," betakes himself to his "cousin, Robert Blakhal, a man who 
could assist me wel in that business, having good means of his owne," 
That he was in comfortable circumstances is also proved by his obtaining 
sasine of Tarduff as just mentioned. 

In 1631, James, the eldest son of Alexander Blackball, the burgess 
and maltman already mentioned, was admitted burgess, and in the same 
year, his brother, Duncan Blackhall, n-as admitted, another brother, 
Alexander Blackhall, being his cautioner. There were also other 
bnrgesses of the name of Blackhall about this time. In the Misceltany 
of the SpaWing Club (Vol. V., p. 330) there is a birth brief recorded, 
which should be reproduced here. It is in these terms : " i6th Aprile, 
1647, in presens of George Cullen, baillie. The said day it was verified 
and provin be the witnessis underwreitin, viz., Alex', Blak, younger, and 
William Blackhall, bur|;e3sis of Aberdein [the latter of whom was a 
miller, and uncle to the applicant, according to Mr. Munro], that Mr. 
William Blackhall, now in the universitie of Bromyberrie, within the 
dukedom of Spruce, is lauchfuil sone to umquhill Robert Blakhall, 
boi^es of Aberdein, and Elspet Schand, his spouse, procreat betwixt 
them in the holie band of matrimonie, and is lineallie desccndit on the 
father syde of the lairds of Blakhall of that Ilk and of the lairds of Ury 
Hay, and on the mother syde is lauchfullie descendit of the lairds of 
?edfoddells Reid and Menzies of Dwrne. Quhair upon the baillie fore- 
said ordainit ane testimontall to be drawin up under the touns secreit seal! 
in form as effeirs." It will be remembered that the name of the wife of 
William Blackhall of that Ilk, who was also but^ess of Guild of Aberdeen 
in 1504, was Isabel Hay, She was also the mother of Robert Blackhall 
of Little Fola, admitted bui^ess in 1528. The birth brief just quoted 
woold su^;est that she was a daughter of Hay of Urie, unless the 
procurer of the birth brief was descended from the Hays by another 
channel. This, however, and in this connection, is not probable. The 
Dukedom of Spruce was in Poland (?) (whither many Scotsmen appear 
to have resorted at that time), but what the correct name of the 
University mentioned was, we can only imagine to have been some 
such name as Brombcrg,* grotesquely distorted by the Scottish scribe, 

* Mr. P. J. Andersoa sngEMla Braniubeig as Ihe coiiect name, a place which has had a 
noted LfVeon nvc IJP^ 
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who was probably more familiar with broomy knowes than with fcvdgn 
universities. It is possible that Mr. William Blackball registered the 
birth brief recorded in consequence of the failure of the male line of 
William Blacldiall of that Ilk. His father is probably to be identified 
with the Robert Blackball included among the defendants at the Mar 
trial The limitation of the succession to male heirs bearing the name, 
which held good when Alexander Blackball of that Ilk succeeded in 
1591, was, however, done away with by the subsequent charter, in 1609, 
to William Blackball, confirmed by the king in 162a As we shall learn, 
moreover, the remnant of Blackball was so burdened with debt when 
the heiresses of line succeeded, that even they had to renounce their 
inconvenient heritage. Mr. Munro identifies this Polish emigrant with 
the r^ent of Marischal College, now to be mentioned, and indicates 
him as the then male representative of the original stock of Blackballs of 
that Ilk, as distinct from the Blackballs of Barra, who were at this time 
represented by the family who acquired Blackball itself and the hereditary 
offices in 1 590, from Alexander Blackball, the heir male retoured in 1 591. 

The religious differences of the 17th century, and the keen eye of the 
Kirk to detect and puni^ papists, has preserved names which would 
otherwise have been foi|;otten. Among these are some Blackballs. The 
editor of Father Blakhal's Narrative {loc. cit., p. viii.) recalls Spalding's 
notice of "Mr. William Blakhall, aneof the r^entisof Colledge Marschall, 
a prompt scoUer, bred, borne and brought up in Aberdene, and never yit 
out of the countrie," who " rcfussit to subscrive the countrie covenant, 
as the rest did, whereupon he was deposit of his regency ; theirefter he 
livit simply in sober maner within the toune." (History of Troubles, 
1624-164S, Vol. II., pp. 10, II.) Regent William Blackball is included 
among the minor Latin Poets of the 17th century, for an account of 
whom the Ute Sir William Geddes had collected material. (Appendix.) 

The editor already referred to also mentions in a footnote on the 
same pagci>the case of Mr. Thomas Blakhall, burgess of Aberdeen, whose 
child the well-known Mr, Andrew Cant refused to baptise in open kirk 
in 1643, while the father held it up for that purpose, "alledging he was 
ane papist," but performed the rite when a " gossop " at hand took the 
child. (History of Troubles, Vol. II., p. 154.) Mr. Thomas Blakhall and 
his wife were on the same Sunday excommunicated as papists. I have 
mentioned the latter instance because of a fact recorded in the Register 
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ofthePrn^ Co««rt/ (Second Series, Vol III., p. 31-32) of date February 
3rd, 1628, which refers to the same person. It is there stated that Mr. 
Thomas Blakhall, " sonne to William Blakhall of Ley," was arraigned for 
publishing, in company with others, a pasquil " containing treasonable 
warnings and predictions of the change of state and religion within twa 
years." The defendant, however, appeared to his summons, and was 
exonerated. Thomas Blackhall, burgess of Aberdeen, is witness to a 
charter of alienation by Francis Fraser of Kynmundie of the lands of 
TardufT, &c, to Alexander Blackhall, portioner of Fyncrsie in 1636 
(Register of Sasines of Aberdeen, Vol. X., fol. 148), and appears to 
have been the third son of William Blackhall, once tenant of Leys, 
and later proprietor of Finnersie. He was also nephew to the forfeited 
Alexander Blackhall of Barra, who, with the aid of John Leslie of 
Balquhain, acquired Blackball and the hereditary c^ces. Thomas 
Blacldiall appears to have married an Isabel Blackball, who, witii her 
daughters Isabel and Jean, were denounced as Papists in 1658. {Bundle 
of Executions, Town House, Aberdeen.) 
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CDC forfeiture of tin Blackballs or Barra. 

VIII. Alexander Blackball of that Ilk. 

IN 1591, Alexander Blackball, cousin and nearest legitimate male 
heir of William Blackhall of that Ilk, Coroner and Forester of the 
Garioch, who died on the 5th of August, 1589, was retoured heir to the 
latter in his estate and offices. The document setting forth the special 
retour (Record of Retours, Vol C. (Supplemental), fol. 65), of which I 
have an official copy, is illegible In portions, but the main facts 
fortunately are preserved. The year of his retour is given, but not the 
exact date. It must, however, have been early in the year, for 
Alexander Blackhall of Barra lost no time in making good the bargain 
to which John Leslie of Balquhain had assented. At the Mar trial a 
document, dated March 24th, 1591, was produced, which set forth 
the grant of the lands of Blackhall by Alexander Blackhall of that 
Ilk to Alexander Blackhall of Barra, and also an instrument of seising 
following thereupon, and dated the ajth of March, 1591. The King's 
confirmation of this charter, under the Great Seal, did not take place 
until August the 2nd, 1610, by which date the storm which had swept 
over the family was abating, leaving most of the wreckage, where most 
had existed for wrecking, namely on the Barra side of the account. 
Blackhall itself was not forfeited at this time, but appears to have 
nominally passed into the possession of Alexander Blackhall of Barra, 
who thus became Blackhall of that Ilk. In all these earlier charters 
about this date, the rights of Janet Strachan, the widow of a previous 
laird of Blackhall, are conserved, and the desire to do this may in a 
measure account for the fact that when all the Barra properties were 
confiscated, Blackhall was not. 
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In IS48 there is a charter (R^. Mag. Sig.) in which property passes 
from William King, portioner of Barra, to his son James. Among the 
witnesses to this transaction are his nei^bouts, William Seton of 
Meldnim and William Blackhall, his co-portioner of Barra, blether 
with his son, Mr. Alexander Btackhall. [ referred before (p. 20) to 
another occasion on which Blackhall of that Ilk sat peacefully beside a 
Kii^ and Blackhall of Bourtie at an inquest 

This amity between these families no longer existed in 1590-91, when 
Alexander Burnet of Leys becomes cautioner for his cousin Alexander 
Blackhall, portioner of Barra, and for the brother of the latter James 
Blackhall, that th^ should not injure William King of Barrauch and 
other members of that iamily. (Reg. Sec. Sig., 1590-91.) Again a 
bond is r^stered about the same time by Alexander King, in which Sir 
Walter Ogilvy of Findletter becomes cautioner for Alexander King and 
other members of that Barra family, that Alexander Seton of Meldrum, 
William Strachan, ai^>arent of Tippertie, and Alexander Blackhall of 
Barra, should be harmless of them. Lastly, there was a bond signed on 
Feb. 8th, 1590-1 (Reg. Sec. Sig., 1590-91, p. 581-582), for Alexander 
Seton of Meldnim and others, including William Strachan, apparent of 
Tippertie, and for many other Setons, that William King of Barrauch, 
James King, burgess of Aberdeen ; Alexander King, Advocate in 
Edinburgh, and Elizabeth Gray, relict of James King, portioner of 
Barra, should not be molested by the persons named. Not only had the 
fuse been lighted at this time, but the bomb before referred to had burst, 
and we shall learn that, although property left both Blackballs and 
Kings and gravitated towards the Setons, one of the splinters of this 
metaphorical bomb in the persons of dispossessed Kings of Barra and 
their frioids, some time later slew Alexander Seton, the heir apparent to 
Meldrum. 

What was the cause of all this enmity? Although the correspondence, 
litigation and documents preceding yet affecting the forfeiture of the 
Kings and of the Blackballs of Barra are lost, or hidden in fot^otten 
archives, the fact of the forfeiture is abundantly proved after the event, 
by documentary evidence, and the earliest indication of it to hand, 
concerns the Kings of Barra. On the 24th of March, 1590, and in the 
24th year of his reign (that is, a few months before Alexander Black- 
ball of Barra completed his negotiation with the Aberdonian Alexander 
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Blackball of that Ilk), James VI. granted for good service to Sir 
James Sandilands of Slamannan and his heirs and asagns half Uie lands 
of Barroch, Westerhous, Phillas, Aschenheid, Fuyrdailhous, sixth part of 
Petgovny, half the Mill of Bourty, with the superiority of Muretoun, &c., 
the inheritance of which (quarum hereditatem) James King, the fiar of 
Barra, resigned, as did William King, his father, his life rent Whatever 
destiny awaited the Blackballs, whose case might require closer 
investigation, it was apparently evident to the advisers of James VI. that 
the Kings had forfeited their right to Barra. Hence they appear to have 
been the first sufferers, in this example of the feudal short-sightedness of 
those whom fate had marked out for a more historic forfeiture a little 
later. A King of Barra then endeavoured to ward off the sword of fate 
which was about to, and did ultimately, descend upon the king of 
England, but Fate then took the unlovely form of a headsman, and her 
sword was transformed to the headsman's axe. James King, the 
son of the disinherited, still proudly styling himself King of 
Barra, though a younger son (as a -representative of those who 
had rendered services to the State from that spot for so lor^ 
had a just right to do) entered the service of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and rose to the rank of "General-major." When tiie Civil War 
broke out in England, and the king faced the people, the son 
of the man disinherited by James VI., stood sword in hand beside 
the son of the disinheritor. General Sir James King, as he became, 
commanded for King Charles in the North of England, and died Lord 
Eythan, takii^ as his designation the name of the river Ythan in Bucban, 
which gathers into itself the tributaries from the neighbourhood of his 
old home, as he had into himself the memory of the services of his 
fathers to the kings of Scotland. It must be admitted, however, that 
James King had acquired a little Dalgettian pawkiness in Sweden, and 
came to know Charles as well as his father had had occasion to know 
James, for he stipulated, before joining in the meUe of the Civil War, 
that he should have recognised rank in the Royal Army, -and be paid a 
pension which the king had promised him. But, in his last service in 
the Royal Cause, he had the honour of having his name associated as 
Lieutenant-General with that of James Grati^n, Marquis of Montrose, 
whose memory must ever be cherished by those who can appreciate the 
noble, the outspoken, the gifted and the true in human nature. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



THE FORFEITURE OF THE BLACKHALLS OF BARRA J3 

Montrose at least was of that geno^us type so frequently associated 
witb the championship of lost causes, which is usually vanquished, but is 
sometiraes immortal. It is the antithesis of the type, to vary his own 
brave words, hallowed by his yet braver deeds, 

Which either fears its fate too much. 

Or whose deserts are smaJl, 
And dares not put it to the touch, 

To gain or lose it alL 

Lord Eythan died in Sweden about i6si-2 without male issue, and 
the title died with him. (Davidson's Inverurie, p. 256. Dictionary of 
National Biogrt^/^, Vol. XXX., p. 135.) 

It will have been noted that the forfeiture of the Kings took place 
in 1590, for their "resignation" without evident compensation implies 
forfeiture, and from the deed chronicling the forfeiture of the Blackballs 
of Barra, we shall learn that the Kings were coupled with them in this 
process. This forfeiture of the Kings, to be precise as to date, was 
registo^ at Dalkeith on March 24th, 159a That is, it occurred after 
the death of William Blackball of that Ilk, and before the retour of his 
successor, the Aberdonian Alexander Blackball of that Ilk. Sir James 
Saodiland's possession of Barra was not of long duration. On the 26th 
of January, 1598-99, in the 32nd year of his reign, King James VI, 
granted to Geoi^e Seton, the tutor of Meldrum, all the properties 
already named, which were comprised in the sunny half of Barra, and 
which, together with the " Knaifschip," are stated to have belonged to 
Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, the Blackballs of Barra as such not 
being mentioned, their representative at that date having acquired 
Blackball and the offices from his very distant Aberdonian kinsman, 
and beir^ at the moment " of that Ilk." These lands are stated to have 
reverted to the Crown in consequence of an alienation of the same by 
Blackball of that Ilk, or his predecessors, without the royal consent (ob 
alienattonem per eum aut ejus predecessores factam absque licentia regis). 
(Reg, M^. Sig:) At the same time, the King granted to the same George 
Seton, the shadow half of the same lands once owned by William King 
of Barra and his son James King, and which are stated to have reverted 
to the Crown for a similar reason. Geoi^e Seton was also given power 
to make public the consequences of the " recognitions " named (cum 
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potestate dicto Geo. pro declaratione i/ftfl^n(Mt reofgHitiortum prosequendi). 
The italics are mine, and intended to draw attention to the fact stated in 
the deed, that the King possessed both portions of Barra for granting, in 
consequence of the forfeiture of Blackhati of that Ilk and Barra, and of 
King of Barra, on account of unsanctioned alienation by them of their 
properties. In the original document (Re^. Mag. Sig.) the name 
of Sir James Sandilands, who got the shadow half of Barra (King's) 
in 1 590 (Reg. Mag. Sig.), is not so much as mentioned, and 
it cannot be gathered what special alienation of the properties 
is referred to. The family transfers of property in the immediately 
preceding generations were confirmed by the reigning sovereign 
of the time, in the case both of the Blackballs and the Kings. 
We can only conclude, under these circumstances, that the alienations 
in question were of a more remote period. Whether a Blackball 
or a King took the initiative in alienation cannot be determined 
by this deed, but, as I have already stated, the early history of Barra, 
and the manoeuvres of Alexander Blackhall of Barra to acquire 
Blackball on the death of William Blackhall of that Ilk, indicate the 
probability of the possession of Barra by the Blackballs before the 
Kings acquired their portion.* Finally, on June ijth, 1615, James VI, 
granted and gave anew to Geoi^ Seton, Chancellor of Aberdeen, all 
the lands of Barra, which Seton had resigned into the King's hands, for 
incorporation as the free barony of Barra when Barra Castle was 
ordained to be its chief seat (Reg. Mag. Sig.) Triumphs of a certain 

* In the Recoctb of the Sheriff Coart of Aberaeenihire (/ftw Spaldit^ Ciui, Vol. I.) the 
namet of Blackball oF Bam and of King of Bam occur in relation to varioni tnumclbns on 
several occuioiu. At limes th^ act in the same capacity and in the lame matter ; at others 
they act sepoistely. Prior to ISJS Blackball is dislinsoished from "KioE of Bonrly" as 
"Blakhall of Bairauche" or of "Barrauche of Bourty." On one occasion (in 1510) Blackball 
of Bana is designated simply " Wilieame of Banocbe," while on the sane oocanon King 
appears as lA^lscame Kiag of Bonrly. In 1575 Blackball is called Blackhall of Banancbe, and 
King "poitioner of Barraacbe." In 157S-76 Blackhall is Blackhall of Bamucht, and 
in 1576 King is also of Barraachl. Finally, in 1595, that is aftpr the confiscatioa, both King 
and Blackball are txacketted together among the barons alsenl ftom a Sederanlof Head Court 
as "D. de Bairoucbe Kbget Blakhall." There is thus a preponderance in the identification of 
the Blackholls with Bam, which appears to me to oigue prior pcssession of Barra proper by that 
bmily. If this conclusion be correct, the inilialive in the feudal irregularity which cost both 
lamUies so deaily probably lay with the Blackhalb, and was, as has been sui^ESted, the cause of 
the qiMRel which ultimately divided them. 
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kind, great and small, differ in size but not in nature. 

Was gibt's? Das ist das Kaiserliche Siegel — 
Dem FUrsten Piccolomini. 

The newly made baron or Barra was not so important a person^e as 
the newly made Prince, Piccolomini, although he might have questioned 
the correctness of this statement, for the laird of that day, who was 
transformed into a baron, was not disposed to undervalue himself, nor 
was he in fear of being undervalued by others. The historian of the 
Roses of Kilravock, a clerical cadet of the family, views all contemporary 
history from tiie dates at which the heads of that fomily succeeded one 
another ! The gratification of the Setons on the general results of the 
forfeiture of the Blackballs and Kings was, therefore, in all probability 
considerable. This consummation was not, however, reached without at 
least one very regrettaWe incident 

During the family animt^ities originated by these changes, there 
appears to have been a rapptvckenunt between the Blackhalls of Barra, ' 
with whom Strachan of Tippertie (at one time the warder of Blackball) 
was associated, and the Setons, as against the Kings. Among the 
very large number of Setons and their adherents, for whom caution 
was taken, to secure immunity from the animosity of the Kings, the 
names of Alexander Blackball, portioner of Barra, and of his brother, 
James Blackball, are found. These are the persons for whom, as we have 
seen, Alexander Burnet of Leys became cautioner that they should not 
molest the Kings. The Blackballs of Barra, then, seem to have made 
common cause with the Setons against the Kings, It may be that tn the 
examination of some ancient charter now lost or hidden, it was found 
that the lands alienated to the Blackhalls of Barra by the head of the 
family of that Ilk (if, as I believe, we are justified in assuming such a 
transaction took place) had again been divided by the former and part 
sold to the ancestor of the Kings. In this case the Kings mi^t regard 
themselves as injured by the Blackhalls of Barra, and the latter would 
find something in common with the encroaching Setons. In any case, all 
these precautions do not, unfortunately, seem to have been sufficient to 
protect Alexander Seton, the heir apparent to Meldrum, from the 
animosity of the ousted Kings, for, in 1596, William King, still called of 
Barra, his brother David, and their accomplices, slew him. (Davidson's 
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Inveruru, p. 103.) "The slaaghter may have arisen," remarics Dr. 
Davidson, " in some dispute about the transfer of land," and from what 
has now been stated, this seems extremely probable. It is pleasant to 
remember that the good name of an old family thus tarnished in a 
private feud, under circumstances provocative of wrath, and in an age 
when the rapier quickly left its scabbard, was redeemed by the dis> 
tii^uished soldier already mentioned, who was the brother of the 
perpetrators of this " slaughter," to call it by no harsher name. 

The forfeiture of the Blackballs of Barra, if not contemporaneous 
with, must have soon followed that of the Kings, for, on the 3iBt of 
May, 1593, we find Alexander Burnet of Ijeys became cautioner for a 
number of persons in 300 merks each, among whom there appear 
"Alexander Blakhall in Leyis," "William Blakhall in Leyis" and 
" Adam Blakhall in Lejris," " that the provost, bailies, coundl and 
inhabitants of Aberdene, heritors of the salmon fisbing in the waters of 
the Done and Dee between Kincardine Oneill and Abirdene, and Johnnc 
Irwtng of Kingcoussy, keeper of the said fishing, shall be harmless of 
the said persons." (Rsg. See. Sig., Vol. IV., pp; 747*48.) As William 
Blakhall in Leyis some time later had a grant of Finnersie, it may be 
assumed that these three Blackballs, dispossessed of their interest in Bans, 
found a refuge on the home farm of their cousin, the laird of Lejrs, 
and that the eldest of them, Alexander Blackball, late of Barra, was not 
yet generally rect^ised as Blackball of that Ilk, although he had 
already acquired the property from his Aberdonian kinsman. To that 
worthy man Alexander Burnet of Leys, reference will again be made. 

One can only surmise what the object of Alexander Blackball of Barta 
could have been, in casting ejres on the comparatively small property 
and the offices of the head of the Blackball family, while he himself 
was possessed of a considerable estate. It is probable that, in the 
examination of documents in the interest of the only daughter or sister 
of William Blackball of that Ilk, some fear of the consequences of the 
ancient alienation of Barra by Blackhall of that Ilk, or by one of his 
own more immediate ancestors, may have seized him and John Leslie, 
with whose consent as interdictor the negotiations with the heir of 
William Blackhall were carried on. It may have been hoped that the 
transfisr of all the properties to ont Blackhall might obviate the 
consequences of some former act of foidal irr^rularity. It very 
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naturally never seems to have occurred to the laird of Barra and John 
Leslie, that the situation might have been met by selling Barra to 
Alexander Blackball. Had they contemplated any such action, 
however, it is not at all probable that the Aberdonian heir to the 
Blackballs of that Ilk would have been in a position to act upon their 
suggestion, for the junior branch at Barra appears at this period to have 
been much wealthier than the chiefs family. But such a manoeuvre, no 
doubt, would have been of little avail in saving the properties from the 
clutches of the lawyers of the needy King, who had already, as we 
have learned, laid hands on that portion of Barra owned by the Kings. 
James VI. could only have risen to the magnanimity of the victim of 
Flodden after he had entered into possession of the inheritance of the 
Plantagenets and Tudors. As a matter of fact, he did later confirm the 
charter by which the Aberdonian Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, 
alienated Blackball and the offices to Alexander Blackball of Barra. 
This took place on August the 2nd, l6ia (Jie^. Mag. Stg.) 

Janet Strachan, the widow of William Blackball of that Ilk, was now 
dead, and her interest extinguished. Her daughter or grand-daughter, 
Mai^ret, was retoured heir-general to her father or brother, William 
Blackball, on July i ith in that year. The propinquity of dates of the 
charter of confirmation and of this retour is interesting, and from the 
terms of the latter rather suggestive of a knowledge by both parties of 
the impending confirmation. The confirmation of the charter of 
Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, therefore, seems purposeless, unless it 
was intended to make some tardy recompense to Blackball of Barra for 
his forfeiture, by thus reci^nising the transaction by which the latter 
became Blackball of that Ilk. 

In view of the Mar trial still in the future, it need only be mentioned 
further, that in this document of 1610, the lands and offices are declared 
to be held of the Crown. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

tlH Barra Blackballs or tDat Ilk. 

IX. Alexander Blackball of that Ilk (V. of Barra). 

IT is not probable that Alexander Blackball himself, although 
declared his cousin's heir, ever resided at Blackball, or had actual 
possession of his property. AH the evidence points, as we have seen, 
to his having been the son or grandson of Robert Blackball of Fota, 
but^ess of Aberdeen, and the instrument of retour, although illegible in 
many parts, states that the inquest was made in Aberdeen, and among 
those sitting upon it, besides some county gentry, there were several 
bui^:e3ses of Aberdeen. It is probable, therefore, that this Alexander 
Blackhall's interests were cast in the royal bui^h, and that his own 
future would have been that of a buigess but for the death of his cousin 
without male issue. Mr. Munro, in his examination of the burial 
rasters of St Nicholas Church in Aberdeen, found that he died, and 
was buried in that church in 1593, about three years after he had 
disposed of his inheritance to Alexander Blackball of Barra, who must 
henceforth be regarded as Blackball of that Ilk. The similarity of the 
Christian name of these two Blackballs and their contemporaneous 
existence has led to some confusion between them, and I am indebted to 
Mr. Munro for making the situation clear on this point The 
correctness of his conclusion is also proved by the terms of the charter 
of confirmation of 1610, in which the Aberdonian Alexander Blackball, 
is referred to as the late Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, and his decease 
specifically mentioned. 

By i6c4 the representatives of the forfeited Blackballs of Barra were 
apparently recovering in a measure from the blow they had sustained, 
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and on the 29th of May in that year, as Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk, 
the former laird of Barra witnesses a charter given by James Gc»t)on, 
apparent of Lesmoir, to his brother William Blackhall in L^es in life- 
rent, and to Alexander and Thomas Blackball, apparently sons of the 
latter, equally afterwards, of a considerable amount of land lying in 
the barony of Cults. (Reg. of Sasines, Aberdeen, Vol. III., fol. 374.) 
In October of the same year he was a man of sufficiently establi^ed 
position to become surety as Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk, for Patrick 
Leslie of Badifurrow, that he would not fish for salmon in the Dee and 
Don " in forbidden time, with any kind of ei^ne, under pain of 
homing." At the same time he also became surety with Patrick 
Leslie of Kincraigy in 500 merks for Norman Leslie and others that 
they should desist from the same pursuit It is rather amusing to find 
the sedate Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk acting in this capacity when, 
twelve years previously, Bumet of Leyes seems to have been surety for 
him and his brothers soon after the confiscation of Barra, that they 
should not poach salmon in the Don and Dee (p. 56). He further 
witnesses, in 1606, sasine on a charter of lands in the barony of Cutter- 
Cumming by Alexander Bumet of Leyes to William Blackball in Leyes. 

In 1607 again he witnesses, together with Alexander Bumet of 
Leyes, a charter of part of the lands of Auchterame to Arthur Skene, 
also as Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk. Curiously enough, the 
documentary reappearance of Blackhall of that Ilk as witnessing a 
charter of Auchterame, may be correlated with an inquest concerning 
the same lands, then named Ouchirame, which was held at Aberdeen in 
1504, and on which, among others, sat a previous head of the family, 
namely, William Blackhall of that Ilk. (Antu/uitus of Banff and 
Aberdeen, Vol. IL p. 11, quoting from MSS.) 

But the year 1607 saw more ^lan a witnessing of a charter, for in 
January of that year Alexander Blackhall himself had sasine of the 
town and lands of Meikle Cocklaw. (AbertUen Sasines, Vol. VIII,) 
Two years later he was the principal actor in an important family 
compact to be now mentioned which for a time seems to have entailed 
serious consequences on himself and others, if this transaction can be 
regarded as the cause of a fresh forfeiture to be mentioned presently. 

On the 4th of September, l6og, and dated at Invercannie, Alexander 
Blackhall of that Ilk granted a charter of Blackball to his son, William, 
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and to the wife of the latter, Elizabeth Strathauchin or Strachan, to 
whom he appears to have sold (vendidit) the place. This charter was 
confirmed by the King on April 4th, 1620, when the Blackhalls seem 
again to have been in unquestioned possession of Blackhall and of the 
ofBces so long associated with their name. In the interval, however, a 
fresh confiscation, possibly brought about by this family arrangement 
having been come to without the knowledge or permission of the King, 
bad taken place, and Blackhall and the Coronership and Forestership of 
the Garioch, as I shall relate, passed for a time into the possession of 
Alexander Bumet of Leyes. How Blackhall again came into the 
possession of the Blackballs, after the grant of both lands and offices to 
Alexander Burnet of Leyes in 1613, can only be surmised. 

If (and although possibly entertaining the best intentions in the 
world towards some members of the Blackhall family) John Leslie, the 
tenth of Balquhain, can be regarded as their evil genius, who, by his 
interdiction of the Aberdonian Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk, directly 
and indirectly brought misfortune on all, Alexander Bumet, the twelfth of 
Leyes, and his immediate successors, may, without doubt, be regarded as 
the good genii of Alexander Blackhall of Barra and his children, who 
had become, as I have related. Blackballs of that Ilk, by the bargain of 
1590 with the Aberdonian heir of the laird who died in 1589. 
Alexander Burnet of Leyes, whose homely and benevolent features are 
reproduced in the New Spalding Club history of his family (p. 41), was a 
contemporary, and, as we have seen, relative of Alexander Blackhall of 
Barra and that Ilk. He was the laird or baron of Leyes from 1 578 till 
1619. 

The period of the condonation of the feudal irregularity of which 
Alexander Blackhall had been guilty, in n^otiating the transfer of the 
Blackhall property and honours in 1 590, is marked by the charter of 
confirmation of August 2nd, 1610. It is somewhat surprising, therefore, 
to learn from the charter of July 30th, 1613, that Blackhall and the 
hereditary ofHces were granted by the King to Alexander Bumet of 
Leyes in consequence of a return of these to his possession by reason of 
alienation without the royal sanction. This should manifestly refer to 
a then recent alienation, for all the older Blackhall forfeitures were npw 
matter of a too well remembered pest The only alienation one would 
say to which reference could be meant was, therefore, that by which 
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Alexander Blackball of that Ilk sold Blackball to bis son, William 
Blackball, on the occasion of bis marriage witb Elizabeth Strachan in 
1609. 

This transaction, which was not confinned by charter, as I have 
stated, till April 4th, 1620, took place on September 4th, 1609, according 
to the original charter detailed in the confirmatory charter of the above 
date. (Reg. Mag. Sig., Vol. 4ft No. 386.) This date, however, is not 
that given in the document recording this transaction, which was handed 
in at the Mar trial. In this paper, the date of the registration of the 
deed at Aberdeen is given as Nov. 23rd, 1610, that is, a date later, not 
earlier, than the King's confirmation on August 2nd, 1610, of the 
transaction between the Aberdonian and Barra Alexander Blackballs. 
It is possible that the retention by Alexander Blackball of that Ilk (late 
of Barra) of the hereditary offices, while be parted with the property to 
his son, may have been due to the hope of minimising the scope of the 
alienation, if objection were taken to it later, for as a family the 
Blackballs bad had sufficient experience of feudal legal processes to 
render needful every precaution against forfeiture in the interest of 
impoverished or self-seeking persons having influence with the agents 
of the Crown. 

In any case, whatever precautions they took on this occasion 
were not sufficient, for, as we have seen, confiscation again followed. 
And yet, this quiet family transaction, similar to so many which were 
invariably confirmed by ^e sovereign of the time, can scarcely have 
been the essential cause of the fresh confiscation. The whole matter, 
therefore, is one of surmise, and it is possible that the regutarisation of 
the transaction between Blackball of Barra and bis kinsman of that Ilk,' 
may have alarmed the Setons, or others interested in the confiscated 
Barra estates. Such a supposition, if valid, would throw some light on 
the motives which possibly prompted the original action of Alexander 
Blackball then of Barra, and now of that Ilk, in seeking to obtain the 
family honours. 

The charter by which the King gave Blackball and the oflljces to 
Alexander Burnet of Leyes in 1613, was not produced at the Mar trial, 
nor was any annulment of it 

Among the favourite advisers of James VI. at this time was 
Alexander Seton, the first Earl of Dunfermline, and Great Chancellor of 
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Scotland, a younger son of that X/>rd Seton who was so faithful an 
adherent of Queen Mary's during her misfortunes. He was one of the 
Octavians, as has already been stated, and certainly, at the 
commencement of the 17th century, entertained a warm friendship for 
Alexander Bumet of Leyes, as is evidenced in a letter reproduced in the 
history of the Burnetts (ofi. cit.). The grant of Blackball and the offices 
is made by the King to Bumet, his heirs and assigns whatsoever 
(suisque heredtbus et assignatis quibuscunque), on the advice of this 
Earl of Dunfermline. 

In view of subsequent events, and of the attitude of intimate 
and helpful friendship shown to the young Blackball family by 
the Burnetts" on the death of their father, William Blackball of that 
Ilk in 1623, the conclusion is forced upon us that this transfer of 
Blackhall to Alexander Bumet of Leyes was effected with the help of 
the Earl of Dunfermline, and in the interest of the again forfeited 
Blackballs themselves. 

As the charter restoring Blackhall to the Blackballs, or its 
registration, is not mentioned in the charter of confirmation of 
1620, and was not produced at the Mar trial later, and, moreover, 
as Alexander Bumet of Leyes died in 1619, it is legitimate to 
suppose that it was never intended by Burnet and Dunfermline to be 
a permanent forfeiture, and that the documents were intentionally torn 
up or renounced by Alexander Bumet, an irregularity, if such were the 
case, which could only evoke human sympathy, as tending to rectify an 
injustice perpetrated under an iniquitous system. A friend at Court was 
useful in those days, and if he evinced the eternal quality of human 
sympathy, coupled with a sense of justice, we do not feel disposed to 
criticise too severely such an instance of official partiality, at which the 
King himself, now comparatively rolling in riches, may have been 
induced to connive. 

It is difficult otherwise to account for the facts that, so soon 
after this fresh forfeiture, the Blackballs were ^atn in possession 
of Blackhall and their hereditary ofHces, and that no documentary 

* The spelling of this suroamc with the double " t " appears to have become usual from the 
time of the lirat Buonel of Leys. Previously to that periud, ii was spelt irrwulaily, bat 
luaally with one " I." A like inegularity chaiacteiised the spelling of the name of Uie propCTty 
— Lejn — before that time, and I lave frequently reproduceil that used in the original source 
ecnsulted.— A. M. 
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evidence of their reacquisition of these is to be found prior to 
the confirmatory charter of 1620 already mentioned, which malces 
no reference to the important event which had occurred in the 
interval. The historian of the Burnetts makes no attempt to explain 
the matter, but, very naturally, appears not to have inquired into the 
tnuisaction very minutely, as it was only a collateral incident In the 
general stream of his story. 

Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk appears to have married Grissel 
(or, as it is interlined in the source from which Macfarlane gets his 
information, " Aegidia," " Giles ") Leslie, a daughter of Geot^ Leslie 
of Creichie, and grand -daughter of William Leslie of Werdes. 
(Macfarlane's GenetUogUal MaHuscrifts, edited by Clark, Vol. II., p. 
68.) He seems to have had two children, William, his successor, of 
whom more presently, and a daughter, Mai^aret, who married 
Alexander Irving in Achmoir, and who had a feu charter, in 1606, 
of the east half of the town and lands of Blackhall, conjointly with 
her husband and to their heirs. (Register of Sasines, Aberdeen, VoL 
v., fol. 46.) In 1614, Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk resigned his 
legal interest in Minnis, along with several others, to John Seton of 
Auquhorties, when it was incorporated as a free barony under John 
Seton, with the manor house of Minnts as its chief seat. 

Alexander Blackhall survived his son William, and died some time 
after 1634, for, in that year, he was a defendant, as we shall leam, with 
his grandson, in the action for reduction brought against them by the 
Earl of Mar. Like his friend Burnet of Leyes, although (and perhaps 
because) descended from Janet Hamilton, the natural daughter of the 
gay old Canon, of St Machar's, Alexander Blackhall's sympathies were 
with the Reformed Church, for in 1592, as Alexander Blackhill of that 
Ilk, he seems to have signed the Band anent the Religion in Aberdeen, 
and we know that his descendants, like the Burnetts, were Protestants. 
He was succeeded, therefore, during his life-time by his son, 

X. William Blackball of that Ilk, 
who was bom probably shortly prior to his father's acquisition of 
Blackhall. How he was occupied after the Barra forfeiture does not 
transpire, but in i6ro he appears on the scene possessed of sufficient 
means to secure two wadsets on the estate of Leslie of Balquhain. 
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On the 31st of May in that year, John Leslie, fiar o( Balquhain, wadset 
to him the lands of Auldtown of Knockenblews for 6000 merks (History 
ef the Family of Leslie, by Col. Leslie, Vol. III., p. 81), and on the 9th 
of June, also in t6iO, he acquired for 3200 merks a wadset on Whitecross. 
John Leslie, fiar of Balquhain, redeemed the latter by repaying William 
Blackball 3200 merks on January 27th, 1619 (Ibid., Vol. III., p. 83), but 
the latter still held the wadset on Knockenblews at the time of his 
unfortunately early death. One of the documents produced at the Mar 
trial also shows that William Blackball had a grant of Knockenblews 
under the Great Seal. 

The deed by which Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk parted with 
Blackball to his son, and in virtue of which the latter became William 
Blackhall of that Ilk during his father's lifetime, is in the following 
terms : — It is a deed for the fulfilment of a contract of marriage entered 
into by Alexander Blackhall and his eldest son and heir apparent 
William Blackhall on the one part, and John Strathauchin designed of 
Clune and sometime Tutor of Thornton and his " sister german " 
Elizabeth Strachan as principals on the other, with Mr. John Strachan, 
rector of Kincardine O'Neit, David Tulloch of Cra^neston and William 
Strachan sometime of Tillifroskie as cautioner. This marriage contract 
is dated, as I have said, at Invercannie on September 4th, 1609, and the 
deed was presented at Aberdeen on November 23rd, 1610; the whole 
being confirmed by the King, as I have stated, at Edinburgh on A[>ril 
4th, 1620 (Reg. Mag, Sig.). The sale of Blackhall to William Blackhall 
and Elizabeth Strachan was in conjunct fee to them and without 
reversion ; also to their legitimate heirs male, whom failing to the heirs 
male and assigns whatsoever of the said William, whom failing Blackhall 
was to revert to Alexander Blackhall, and his heirs male and assigns. 
The latter reserved to himself, as has already been mentioned, the 
life-rent of the Coronership and Forestership of the Garioch. It will 
be observed that the heirs male whatsoever (Ijeredibus suis masculis et 
assignatis quibuscunquc) and assigns of William Blackhall had the 
precedence over any heirs male or assigns (heredibus masculis et 
assignatis) of his father. That is, that the male representatives 
whatsoever and assigns of William Blackhall took precedence of the 
other male heirs and assigns of his father, who were, as we shall presently 
learn, younger members of the Barra family who had reacquired 
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Finnersie, a portion of the old estate, and his daughter and her husband, 
Alexander Irving. To this arrangement Alexander Irving in Achmoir, 
to whom and his wife, as we have learned, half of Blackhall was granted, 
assented. (Cum precepto sasine directo Alex. Irving in Auchmoir.) 
Of Elizabeth Strachan, the wife of William Blackhall and the mother of 
his children, I shall write more fully presently. They had five children. 

1. John, baptised on March nth, 1617. 

2. Margaret, the eldest daughter. 

3. Janet, the second daughter, b. 1615. 

4. Jean, d. 1622. 

$. Katharine, baptised on May 19th, 1622. 

These particulars of his family have been preserved by the fortunately 
extant private register of Mr, James Mill, minister of Inverurie, now in 
the Register House in Edinbui^h. 

On July 10th, 1623, there is registered (Reg: of SasiTtes, Aberdeen, 
Vol. IV., fol. 168) a renunciation by William Watt in Balquhain of his 
right to " the sunny four ox gait of the shaddow pleugh of the town 
and lands of Blackhall to Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk and his son 
William for 6cx> merks repaid to him by them. For this sum 
Alexander Blackhall had wadset the land to William Watt in 
Middletoun of Knockenblewis, the father of the renouncer. 

William Blackball of that Ilk died on the 27th of November, 1623, 
and the same authority informs us he was buried in the Kirk of 
Inverurie (also quoted in Davidson's Inverurie, p. 209). Mr. Mill has 
given some details of his will. 

It Is pleasant to find among the curators of his children some 
names with which we are already familiar. These were Sir Thomas 
Burnett, the first Baronet of Leys, the eldest son of his old friend 
Alexander Burnet of Leyes, sometime of Blackhall, and during 
that time Coroner and Forester of the Garioch, John Strachan 
again become Tutor of Thornton, of whom we shall say more, Patrick 
Maitland of Auchincrief, who married a sister of Sir Thomas Bumetfs, 
and whose ancestor married, as we have learned, one of the Blackballs 
of Barra, John Seton, of the recently erected free barony of Minnis, 
Robert Burnett, Advocate in Aberdeen, and James Burnett of 
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Ciaigmyle, next brother to Sir Thomas Burnett (Family of Burnett, 
New Spalding Club, p. 113). 

But the main charge of his children and estate was in the hands 
of his widow, who we have reason to believe was a woman worthy 

of her responsibilities. " he leifTes his haill Barnes 

to his wyflf, Elizabeth Strachane, and Nominates and leifTcs his 
said spous Tutrix to his haill bames, and nominates his said spous 
his executrix, and to Intromet with his haill guidis and geirts, and she to 
pay all his debtes." (James Mill's Rtgister.) 

The scanty remains we have of the career of William Blackball 
leave the impression that he was a man well calculated to restore 
the fortunes of his family. To his widow and children, as the 
representatives of old traditions and as individuals, his early and 
probably unexpected death (for he made his will shortly before that 
event " in his awin hous in Blackball the 22 September, 1623 
yearis") at a crisis of their fate, must have been a great blow. 
Old as the story is, the impression of tears remains. His widow 
assumed his task with her weeds, and that task, with its debts and 
unaccomplished purposes, was not an easy one. 

Elizabeth Strachan or Blackball was the youngest daughter of 
Alexander Strachan of Thornton in the Mearns. Her mother was 
Isabel Keith, a daughter of her father's powerful neighbour, William, 
fourth Earl Marischal, by that wealthy heiress, Margaret, the eldest 
daughter of Sir William Keith of Invenigie, who bore him nine 
dai^hters and two sons. Among the numerous maternal aunts of 
Elizabeth Blackhall, who all married the landed representatives of 
old families, she who made the most historic match, or rather matches, 
was Agnes, who first married James Stewart, created Earl of Mar on 
that occasion, afterwards Earl of Moray and Regent of Scotland. The 
Regent's widow married, as her second husband, the 6th Earl of 
Ai^lL As the representation of the main line of the Strachans of 
Thornton, the acknowledged chiefs of a once powerful family, passed 
into female representation, either in Elizabeth Blackhall's time or soon 
afterwards, it may not be amiss in this place to say a few words about 
that ancient race, as we may gather from her surroundings to some 
extent what manner of woman Elizabeth Blackhall was. 

It has already been mentioned that, in 1309, King Robert the Bruce 
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granted a charter of the lands of Thornton to Valens de Thornton. 
The haress of Thornton appears to have been Agneta de Thornton, 
who married, in the reign of David It., Sir James Strathecan. From 
that period till the date we are considering, Thornton remained in 
the hands of the Stracbans, and even at the present day, Thornton 
Castle, lying about two miles north-west of Laurencekirk, though much 
modernised, retains the old round tower and battlemented block which 
recall the ownership of the Strachans by the sculptured armory of the 
trippant hart. Close by is the home farm of Hauchead, where the 
Tutor of Thornton and one of tiie curators of William Blackhall's 
children lived, and next that lies Halkerton, the old home of the 
Falconers, one of whom had been a lady of Thornton. 

When Isabel Keith married Alexander Strachan of Thornton, the 
financial position of the family was as secure as that of most considerable 
landowners in Scotland. Alexander Strachan's eldest son, Robert, who 
married a daughter of Sir William Douglas of Glenbervy, the 9th Earl 
of Angus, had predeceased him. His grandson Alexander Strachan, 
ultimately the first Baronet of Thornton, was in his minority. Isabel 
Keith died in 1595, and apparently in 1600-01 her husband married as 
his second wife Anna Mercer of Meikleour, the widow of James 
Learmontb of Balcomie. Alexander Strachan of Thornton himself 
died in May 1601, and his will is dated on the 14th of the same month 
in that year. His sole executors were his wife and his second, but 
eldest, surviving son John Strathauchine, who, his father being dead and 
his nephew in his minority, was thus Tutor of Thornton, until the birth 
of Alexander Strachan, his grand-nephew, and the future second 
baronet At the time of his death Alexander Strachan of Thornton left 
three unmarried daughters and another son, George Strachan, all of 
course children of his first wife. He wills that his said spouse shall have 
the enjoyment, maintenance and possession of the place of Thornton 
and orchards thereof with the said son (John), she upholding and 
maintaining the same so long only as she and he agree together in the 
household. He also bids his three daughters, Magdalene, Katharine 
and Elizabeth, remain with his said executors, so long as they hold 
house together in Thornton or elsewhere, "at least until marriages be 
provided to them by his said sons and others their friends." He also 
gives directions to his executors to provide for some old and faithful 
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servitors until his grandson and heir should reach his majority, when the 
latter was to assume their responsibilities in this particular, a touch of 
the old patriarchal solicitude for dependants which a more emancipated 
age does not always evince. (Edinburgh Commissariot of TestamenU, 
Vol. 37.) 

Immediately after Alexander Strachan's having made his will, 
namely on the 15th day of May, 1601, there is an instrument of seasing, 
giving to Elizabeth Strachan, the youngest daughter, half the lands of 
Petgarvie, one of the possessions near Thornton, which had been in the 
family certainly since 1458 {Reg. of Sasines, Kincardine, Vol. 45 ; also 
Reg. Mag. Sig^. The efforts of the brothers and friends of the young 
ladies above mentioned were not unsuccessful. Magdalen Strachan is 
stated by R<^rs {Memorials of the Straclians, p. 36) to |have married 
William Rait of Halgreen. Katharine married Robert Middleton of 
Killhill in the Meams, and was by htm the mother of a doughty soldier 
of somewhat riotous character, once the companion in arms and 
afterwards the opponent of that "glory of the Graemes," the great 
Marquis of Montrose, whose overthrow he helped materially to 
accomplish, namely, General John Middleton, who opened with his 
sword the world-oyster of his time, and died John, first Earl of 
Middleton. 

Elizabeth, as we know, married William Blackball of that Ilk. It 
is not difficult to conjecture how Elizabeth Strachan became acquainted 
with William Blackball. Her step-mother married, as her third 
husband, Gordon of Lesmore, and the wife of Alexander Burnet of 
Leys, the stanch friend of the Blackballs, was Katharine Gordon, a 
daughter of Gordon of Lesmor& There were also other sources of 
mutual acquaintance. Thus, in 1610, Sir Thomas Burnett of Leys 
married the daughter of that Sir Robert Douglas of Glenbervie, whose 
sister had married Elizabeth Strachan's eldest brother Rot>erL But, in 
those days, the fixity of land tenure and the absence of international 
communication, made a whole country side more or less acquainted or 
kin. 

Executor and brother John, who constantly appears in records, 
looking after the interests of one or other member of his family, had 
done his work very well. On one occasion, when these interests appear 
to have required protection, he and his friends, including his nephew, 
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Alexander Strachan, the laird of Thorntcm, in 1613, seem to bav« talMii 
the law into their own hands, and caused Captain Alexander Wishart of 
Phesdo to disgorge an important document, " Environed about on all 
sydis be a nomber of men convocat and assemblit tc^dder be the said 
Alexander Strauchane, being in nomber auchtdn personis, and airmod 
with hagbutis and pistoUetis prohibite to be wome be the Lawis of this 
realme" .... (Jieg^. Stc. Sig.). Captain Wishart gave up the 
document, under the influence of such c<^nt argument, but brought 
an action against his assailants afterwards. The lords of Secret 
Council, however, absolved the defendants in the action, and the affair 
soon blew over. In 1617, John Strachan, called of Corskie, was engaged 
in the gentler procedure of playing sponsor or witness at the baptism of 
William Blackhall's only son, John, at Inverurie. (James Mill's 
Roister; Davidson's fnveruru, p. 213.) 

With these traditions it is not a matter of surprise that Elizabeth 
Blackball assumed the difficult task in her widowhood of rearing her 
young family and nursing the ailing fragment of a sick estate, with a 
watchful vigour which nevertheless ultimately proved futile. She had 
sasine as a widow of her terce of the lands of Auldtown of Knockin- 
blews on August Sth, 1625. {Aberdeenshire Sasines, Vol V.) 

With this exception, in the interval between 1623, the date of 
William Blackhall's death and 1631, no documentary fact of importance 
concerning his family transpires. The children were still young. Even 
if the eldest daughter, Margaret, was born the year aflcr the marriage of 
her parents, she could not have been more than twenty in 1631, and 
the youngest child Katharine, probably named after her aunt, Katharine 
Middleton, or after Katharine Maitland of Auchincrief, the wife of one 
of her guardians, would only have been nine years of age. Margaret, 
to whom we shall return, may or not by this time have married Patrick 
Forbes. There may have been some fresh mortgaging of the scanty 
property left to the family, but of this there is no positive cvtdenc& 
The incident which again brings the mother of the family on the scene 
is one which created much interest in Scotland for some time after it 
occurred, and has never been quite satisfactorily explained. On 
the morning of October the Sth, 1630, the tower of Frendraught House 
was burned down, and some notable guests of James Crichton, the laird 
of Frendraught, perished in the flames. These included Viscount 
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Melgum, the second son of the Earl of Huntly and the young laird of 
Rothiemay — an important cadet of the Gordons, who had just succeeded 
his father, slain in a broil with the Crichtons. In the exhaustive 
invest^tion made into the affair, the assertions of a serving girl called 
Margaret Wood, who seems to have lied freely, had to be sifted.* This 
Margaret had been in the service of Elizabeth Blackball shortly before 
the tragedy, and for one cause or another, it appears to have been 
insinuated that the " Lady Blackball " might be able to afford some 
information on the subject Accordingly, on the 13th of January, 1631, 
Elizabeth Strathauchin, "Lady Blackball," was summoned before some 
representatives of the Privy Council at Legatsden, near Pitcaple, to 
answer certain questions put to her by " ane nobill and potent lord, 
George, Lord Gordon." In her replies she denied all foreknowledge of 
the tragedy, " Lastlie, being demandit, quhat qioneyis the said 
Elizabeth Strathauchin gef at that time to the said Margaret Wood (she) 
ansuerit — Nocht one penny." There is an emj^asis about that " nocht 
one penny " which reveals both dignity and character. The document 
chronicling the investigation is endorsed " Declaratione, Elizabeth 
Strathauchine for cleinnge of hirself against the assertions of Margaret 
Wood." The Crichtons themselves being Protestants at that time, 
were freely accused by some, especially the Roman Catholic party, of 
having immolated their own guests on the altar of religious fanaticism 
or of having murdered them in order to curry Royal favour, but as 
Crichton was a considerable loser by the destruction of his own 
property, there is no positive evidence of his having been guilty of 
such perfidious conduct {.^^g- of tlte Privy Council, Vol. IV., Second 
Series, p. 607.) 

On July the 12th of the same year (1631) a supplication was made 
by Alexander Abercromby of Birkenbog and Hector Abercrombie of 
Fetterneir for the protection of the law against Sir Jc^n Leslie of 
Wardcs and others. Among the persons asserted to have conceived a 
deadly hatred and malice against them, and to have determined to 

* Margtrct Wood, according to SyMlding ( Mimerialls ef ihi Trublii, Vol. I., p. i9-30, 
bpalilii^ Club, 1850], was a daughter of the lajrd of Colpnay, who was one of the witnesses 
at th« baptism of John BlackfaaJI. Tlic |x>or giil was (urtuicd with the "boot" under 
examination, and might be excused fur making any smlenient ilien oi iflerwardii, lo escape 
the liarliarisni of her inijuisitors. 
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" dwang and oppress " them and their tenants, and who threatened them 
" with all manner of personal violence," appear^ the name of " Elizabeth 
Straquhane, Ladie Blakhall." She, together with the lairds of Wcirdes, 
Cluny and Lcsmore, the Leiths of Harthill and several others, were 
bound, "under the pain of one thousand pounds," not to molest the 
Abercrombies. The cause of the unpopularity of this family at this 
time does not transpire, but, twenty-six years later. Blackball passed into 
the possession of Francis Abercrombie, the eldest son of Abercrombie of 
Fettemeir, and it may have been that there was some sympathy in the 
countryside with the widowed "Ladie Blackball " in her fight against 
circumstances, as the names of those included in the indictment su^^t 
relationship with her. 

In 1635, John Blackball, the only son of William Blackball of that 
Ilk, was still a minor, and Blackhall and the other lands which belonged 
to his father, tt^ether with the offices, were, pending his majority, in the 
hands of his mother. In that year the Blackballs, little as they could 
afTord It, had to defend themselves against the action for reduction 
brought against them by John, Earl of Mar. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

tlH IRar JlcttM. 

IF the royal treasury was empty, it is not probable that the Mar 
money-chest was over-fulL While his erudite and considerate 
Sovereign, therefore, was engaged in confiscating Blackball and Barra 
in the Garioch, a proceeding which, after the Act passed in his favour 
by the Scottish Parliament in 1 587, the Earl of Mar must have known 
to be poaching on his own preserves, the Earl himself had begun to be 
busy some 16 to 20 miles further to the south-west, in the endeavour to 
accomplish a dream, which, if realised, promised to he not unprofitable; 
The honour restored to his family, barren but for such sut>stance as still 
adhered to the title, and with which the Earl of Moray would have 
had to content himself, and with which the Regent Mar, hts father, 
apparently had been contented, did not satisfy the Lord Treasurer of 
Scotland. In 1593, an action for reduction was commenced by him 
against William Forbes of Corse, whose initials, cut in granite, together 
with those of an earlier Elizabeth Strachan of Thornton, his wife, still 
stand out clearly over the entrance to Corse Castle, with the intervening 
date 1 581. 

One of the pleasures of a genealogical history such as this, is 
the occasional observation of interesting coincidences, and it is worthy 
of note that the lady of Corse and the lady of Blackball, in whose time 
the actions for reduction which we are considering took place, were both 
members of the Thornton family, and both bore the same Christian name. 
Elizabeth Forbes was the paternal aunt of Elizabeth Blackball. This 
l^ the way. 

The Corse action was in some respects a test action, and led to 
the chief action for reduction taken by the Earl of Mar, namely, that 
against the Elphinstones of Kildrummie. The Corse action was 
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dropped for a time, and resumed when Patrick, Bishop of Aberdeen, was 
laird of Corse, and was ultimately decided in the Earl's favour, but 
apparently, as in most other cases, without any other result than the 
acknowledgment of a shadowy superiority dating from the dawn of 
time, but causing much annoyance and expense to reach that very small 
result. In order to spread his net as widely as possible, and to have the 
meshes as close as possible, his lordship appears to have had himself 
retoured heir to one Noachian ancestor after another, that no fish, 
however small, might escape, for little fish are sweet (Earldom of 
Mar, by the Earl of Crawford.) 

The attack in all these actions appears to have been based upon 
the charter of Isabel, Countess of Mar, and her husband, Alexander 
Stewart, dated December 9th, 1404, and its confinnation by Robert 
III., on 2ist January, 1404-5 (Earl of Crawford, op. cit. Vol I., p. 
395)> ^ which, in the case of failure of Intimate pn^eny to this 
couple, reversion was to the heirs of Countess Isabel. The defence, 
on the other hand, was based on what Lord Crawford calls the 
" extorted, renounced and unconfirmed charter, by which the Earldom 
was settled on Isabel and Alexander Stewart and their issue, and failing 
such issue, on Alexander's heirs, excluding those of Isabel " (Op. cit.. 
Vol. I., p. 399). Neither side seem to have touched upon a point which 
appears to be quite as important as either of these, and which has been 
mentioned elsewhere (p. 3), namely, that the legality of Earl Alexander's 
actions, judged even by Robert III.'s charter, was quite as great 
after his wife's death in 1419 as before it, and that the sanction of new 
conditions by James I., in 1426, was quite as legal as that conferred by 
Robert III.'s action in 1404. To ignore these points appears to be to 
base argument on notions of intrinsic justice, of which feudal law, as 
incorporated in charters, took little ct^nisance. The truth of course is, 
that the Crown, in the persons of Queen Mary and James VI., renounced 
the rights l^ally resumed (as law then went) by their predecessors, and 
practically gave a new charter to the Erskines, neither more nor less 
legal than it had given to many of the Crown vassals, after the 
resumption by the Crown of the patronage in Mar and the Garioch. 
Regia voluntas suprema lex, was still law (except for the ocxasional 
intrusion of a boisterous baronage), although the shadow of a coming 
diange was denoted by a little more forensic loquacity on the part of 
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the lawyers, titaa the autiior of the Kinfr'g Quhatr would probaUy have 
fbund ttme to listen to. The restoration of the Ersldnes, and ibe fme 
hood given them, may be fairly ascribed to their relationship to tbe 
Regent Moray in the fint instance and to the friendship of James VI, 
for bis old companion " Jock o' Sclatis " in the next It is unnecesssiy 
to add that in the majority of cases the evidence ui^ed in opposition to 
tbe Earl's claims and the documents produced with this object, were 
" reduced, retreated, rescinded, and annulled and discerned to be nuU and 
void firom the banning and henceforth." Ai I have stated, however, 
the general outcome of his many actions must have proved much less 
remunesativc than the prosecutor had hoped. In documents drawn up 
subsequently to tiie proceedings it appears in some instances to have 
been forgot te n, at least for a time, that any such actions had been con- 
sidered, or any such Judgments given. 

It is not surprising, under the circumstances, cither that a good deal 
of feeling was exdted in the minds of those whose interests were tluis 
assailed, or that sympathy was shown, rather with the defoidants than 
with the prosecutor in these actions. This must surely have been so 
in the case of the Blackballs, who were in the first instance dispoiled, as 
we have seen, as vassals of the Crown who had been goil^ c€ some 
antediluvian feudal irregularity (although the evidence of this is 
certainly not now forthcomingX and then found themselves, when 
impoverished and very partially recovered firom their previous misfortune, 
between the upper millstone of the King's asserted rights and the nether 
millstone of the Mar pretentions. It may be incidentally mentioned, 
moreover, that the charter of confirmation given to the Blackballs of that 
ilk in 1620, was, in the legal phraseology of the document, with tbe 
"advice and consent" (cum avisaroento et con se nsu) of "the v/tM- 
beloved cousin and councillor of the King, John, Earl of Mar." 

The attack upon the Blackballs nevertheless appears to have been 
opened cm the 14th of Felniiary, 1634. Amoi^ those included in the 
dwige wttii old Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, his grandson, John 
Blackball, still a minor, and the mother of the latter Elizabeth (called 
Maijane) Stracban, and designed a life renter, were a Robert Bladdiall, 
MXi ot' tiie late William Blackball, burgess of Aberdeen, John &uinuke in 
Daviot, Sir Alexander Stracban of Thornton, George Moresone, b ur ge a> 
ot Aberdeen, and WiUiam For^'tbe of Dyikis^ All these, witii the 
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exeeptioa of die BlackhaU family proper, were probably intereatni as 
bondholden. The mention of the name of Geor^ Moriaon in dus 
connection bas a certain interest, inasmuch as either then, or soon after- 
wards, be became poasesaed of Barra, wtiich was granted, as we have 
learned, to the Sctons on the forfeiture of tlie Blackhalla and Kii^s, 
and at ibis trial William Seton of Meldrum produced, among other 
writs, certain charters scttii^ forth the manner in which the Setons 
gained poBseasioa of Barra. This &ct seema to argue the solidarity of 
the interests of Blacktiall and Barra. The counsel ibr the pnrsuer were 
led by Sir Thomas Hope of Craigfaall, the Lord Advocate, one of whose 
danghteis married a son of the Earl of Mar. The Blackballs were repre- 
sented by Robert Burnet, Advocate, a son of Alexander Bamet of Leys, 
and a man who had the courage of his opinions, as he proved sluMily 
afterwards by sacrificing his career to his ctnivictions. He refused to 
propitiate the Covenanting party, and retired into an exile from which 
he returned to take his seat on the bench as Lord Crimond, but only 
to die shortly afterwards. He was the father of the famous Bi^top of 
Salisbury, the aotbor of the well-known history of his own times 
{Famify of Burtutt, New Spalding Clut^ p^ 130, et seq.). 

A loi^ series of docooients were produced by the defendants, some 
of which have already been quoted, and which went to prove that the 
Blackballs certainly held their lands and ofRces in the first instance from 
the Earls of Mar, even before the period when Sir Robert Erskine 
became a claimant for the Earldom, and therefore a representative of 
that Earldom could not righteously dispoisess them without assigning 
scxne other reason than his own desire for possession. But the judioal 
utterance which seems to have become a formula was the same in this as 
in most other cases : " The Lords of Council reduces, retreites, rescindis, 
cassis and annullis the foirsaidis haill writts and evidentis particularlie 
above mentioned, produced for the part of the said defenders^ and 
decerns the same to be null and vend from the banning and 
henceforth, and finds that the saids lands are proper parts of the 
Earldom of Mar, remained in the person of the said umqubile Dame 
Issobell Dow)^, and consequently that the undoubted heritable right 
diereof pertained to the said umquhilc John, late Earl of Mar, who was 
hdr served and retoured to the said umquhile Dame Issobell DoH^las, 
Countess of Mar, and consequently now pertain to the said John, now 
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Eari of Mar (styled in the said sammonds Jdin, Lord Ersldne) as having 
r^t thereto from his said umquhile father." And it is quite 
unnecessary to point out that no such conclusion flowed from even these 
premises ; for it was proved that the defendants were given these lands 
in the first instance by the Mar family. If therefore the lands were not 
held of the King, they must have been held of the Earls of Mar. But 
if the Earls of Mar had given them in that case to the Blackballs, they 
could not belong to John, Earl of Mar, as the representative of his 
ancestors, the original donors. This, however, is not law, but merely logic. 
It is a little interesting that Sir Alexander Strachan should be 
included in this charge, and that Thornton should be specifically claimed 
by the Earl of Mar. There was certainly a Thornton in Bourtic, and it 
belonged to a cadet of the Strachans, but there is no evidence that it ever 
belonged to Sir Alexander Strachan of Thornton, whose estate, as I 
have said, lay in the Meams and outside the old Mar Earldom. 
Curiously enough. Dr. Davidson also {Inverurie, p. 103) appears to - 
confuse these places. The document recording this trial declares further 
that the Earl of Mar " passed from certain of the defenders therein 
named and insisted only against, inter alios, John Blackball of that Ilk 
(and) Marjorie Strachan, his mother, for reduction of their richts and 
jnfeftments of the lands after specified, viz., the lands of Tborneton, 
Blackball, Office of Forrestrie of Garioch, and crownarschippe thereof," 
etc It is curious that the lands of Thornton should be claimed in this 
connection. We know that Elizabeth Strachan had a charter of 
Petgarvy, which formed a portion of the Thornton estate, and it may be 
that this interest of hers was claimed as a forfeit for her defence of this 
action. In any case the effect of this action seems at this time to have 
been to secure the right of the Earl of Mar, rather than his actual 
possession, and the reason assigned is the minority of John Blackball 
and the life interest of his mother. We shall see, when we come to 
consider the career of the latter, that in the retour in 1643, the very 
existence of this litigation is not referred to, and a legal comedy in 
tr^edy on parchment asserts itself, for all the properties and offices 
therein mentioned are specifically stated to be held immediately of 
the Crown ! The appearance of the money-lending burgess on the 
scene was, however, of ominous significance for the Coroners and 
Foresters of the Garioch. 
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CHAPTER X 

ma tiK mar Jlctton. 

WE may return now to some particulars concerning other 
members of the family of William Blackball of that Ilk and 
Elizabeth Strachan, his wife. Their eldest daughter, Mai^aret, must 
have married young — some time prior to 1629, and she was probably 
bom in 1610-11, for, as will be shown later, two of her sons subscribed a 
l^al document in 1650. She married Patrick Forbes, the third son of 
Arthur Forbes, portioner of Meikle Wardeis, and of Margaret Leslie, 
daughter of Alexander Leslie, fourth baron of Pitcaple, a branch of the 
Leslie family which, as I have stated, had royal blood in its veins. 
(Genealogy of the House of Forbes, p. 36, and Historical Records of 
the Family of Leslie, p. 383, Vol. III.) Colonel Leslie's statements 
with reference to this Forbes connection are, however, a travesty of 
facts complicated by misprints or ignorance. In no field of research is 
it more necessary to be scientifically accurate than in geneal<^y. To 
"verify facts" here is of the first importance, for their interest is 
biolc^ical, and their truth is usually the chief value they possess. 
Arthur Forbes of Meikle Wardeis was the fourth son of Alexander 
Forbes, sixth laird or baron of Pitsligo by Beatrix Abernethy, daughter 
of the fourth Lord Salton ^Douglas's Peerage, Vol. II., p. 47o).* To 
Margaret Blackball and her family I shall again refer. 

* Aleiaadei, second Lord Forbes of Pitsligo, xocceedcd his faiha, Ihe Hist peer, ai a 
mbor, on April 37th, 1637. On the 30th of Auftut in the previous yeai, Alexander Forbes of 
BoiFudlie wu saved his tatoi-at-law or heir presumptive. Forbes of Boyndlie was the nephew 
of Atthoi Forbes of Meikle Wardeis— Ihe son of his elder brother. This Tutor of Filsligo was 
succeeded in tbe same position t:^ bis grandsoa, also Alexander Forbes of Boyndlie ( DmgUu, 
kc. cil., p. 369}. The latter is the Tutor of Pilsligo, so fretjaenlly mentioned by Spaldinf; as 
representing the influeQce and interests of Lord Fittligo during his minority, in the MimBrialli 
ef tkt Tntblts. These Forbeses of Boyndlie must not be confused with a later family having 
the same designation, who were cadets of Monymusk, not of Pitsligo, and are now represented 
by Mr. Ogilvie-Forbes of Boyndlie; 
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Their second daughter, Janet, married James Urquhart (Acts and 
Dtcreets, Vol. 578, fol. 3) who appears at one time to have been tenant of 
BlackhalK Who he was I know not ; of what manner of man he was 
there is some evidence. He is apparently the person to whom Dr. 
Davidson refers in the following terms : — " Inverurie furnished an 
instance to which the phrase about insolence is sufficiently applicable. 
James Urquhart, whose name appears alongside of Alexander Jaffray's 
in the list of excommunications in 1668" (as an apostate to Quakerism) 
"was apparently Jaffray's tenant in Ardtannts. He was in Blackball 
formerly, and was conjoint in a proposal for purchasing the Davo lands 
of Inverurie from Alexander Jaffray in 1662. James Urquhart, with 
his wife and two other persons, Robert Gordon and John Robertson, had 
been converts of Jaffray's. Urquhart treated all the citations of the 
different Church Courts with contempt, but his excommunication was 
made much of by his party." (Inverurie, p. 342.) Davidson does not 
appear to have known that he married Janet Blackball. 

Their third daughter, Katharine, was unmarried in 1655 (Acts and 
Decreets, VoL 578, foL 3), and there is no evidence of her having 
married later. They appear to have had a fourth daughter, Jean, whose 
death is thus recorded: — "1622. Jeane Btakhali, dochter to William 
Blakhall of that Ilk, departit this lyff 8 December, 1622 ; bureit in this 
Kirk." (James Mill's Register.) 

The last note I have found of Elizabeth Strachan or Blackball is in 
1649, when, with her consent and that of her children, "Robert Farquhar, 
baillie of Aberdeen," a money-lending bui^ess too well known to the 
Aberdeenshire gentry of the period, alienated Knockinblewis to 
Alexander Leslie of Tullos. Her widowhood of 26 years had not been 
without incident of a more or less disagreeable character, which she had 
apparently met with fortitude and with the galling consciousness that 
the misfortunes which had overtaken her husband's family, were also 
overshadowing her own old home at Thornton. The old order was in 
many places changing, giving place to the new. The prescience of 
the burgess-coroner, William Blackball of that Ilk of i 504, was being 
justified — the town was conquering the country ; not with the iron hand, 
and life as the stakes of the game, but with the silken purse and the aid 
of an art unknown to many men of position in the country districts even 
at this period, namely, the power to read and to write, and to see in 
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a wider world of cutture and of coinnierce a more fruitful source of 
sustenance than in tlie howes and knowes of a land in which the laind 
was soprane, 

, XI. John Blackhall of that Ilk. 

The Mar action with itn decisions had come and gone during the 
minority of John Blackhall. On the 2gth day of September, 1643, the 
inquest met which retoured him heir male to his father. The fifteen 
men who met for the purpose were all burgesses of Aberdeen of one 
degree or another, with the exception of one, and he was a fanner. 
This point, as I suggested before, has a certain interest, as lowing 
the social status of an heir, for birds more or less of a feather used at 
that time to flock together, and John Blackball was surrounded by a 
distinctly bui^hal atmosphere. He was retoured to Blackhall with the 
hereditary offices, and to Auldtown of Knockinblewis, all being stated 
to be held " immediate in capite de S.D.N. Rege et suis successoribus 
pro servitio wardc et rdevii," and the lands and offices are stated to have 
been continuously in the hands of the King since the decease of William 
Blackhall, the father of the said John (Rteerd of Rettmrs, Vol. 17, fol. 
231). Whether or not the equivalent of the twelve dc^-collars of yt»e, 
and whatever else was due as feu-duty or other charge to a feudal 
superior, was payable to anyone, does not transpire, but vassalship to 
any other dian the King was either entirely forgotten or quite ignored. 
As I mentioned before (p. 20), eleven shillings and a penny are now 
paid by the present proprietor of Blackhall to the Duke of Fife, whose 
ancestor bou^t much of the superiority of the Earls of Mar after their 
forfeiture for rebellion in 1715. On November 6th, 1643, John Blackhall 
obtained sasine of the town and lands of Blackhall, with the mansion 
and manor place of Blackhall and the offices of Coroner and Forester 
of the Garioch, &c ( AbenUenskire Sasines, Vol. XII., foL 551). 

One of the documents produced in the Mar action, for the defendants, 
was a charter of the lands of Auldtown of Knockinblewis, granted by 
His Majesty under the Great Seal to William Blackhall, apparent of that 
ilk, proceeding on the resignation of John Leslie, elder of Balquhain 
and of John Leslie, younger of Balquhain, and dated August 7th, i6ia 
This traosactton has been referred to in the par^raphs dealing with 
John Blackhall's father. More or less mortgaged, it remained, as has 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



So BLACKHALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA 

also been stated, in the hands of the family until 1649, when J<din 
Blackball was one of the consenting parties to its alienation. 

John, unlike his father, does not seem to have been a pillar of his race, 
and it was probably a last effort to retain something in the hands of the 
next representatives of his family which induced him to grant an 
instrument of seising of the Mains of Blackball, on the 9th of April, 
1650, to Patrick Forbes in Nether Mondumo, and to Maig;aret 
Blackball, his eldest sister, in conjunct fee, and to the survivor of 
them, and thereafter to their heirs and ass^s whatsoever. He appears 
to have retained the offices, and whatever else of the estate which still 
remained, in his own hands. He seems also to have given a bond for 
200 merks of borrowed money to his second cousin, William Blackball, 
son of Alexander Blackball of Finnersie, like himself a representative of 
the forfeited Blackballs of fiarra (Register of Acts and Decreets, VoL $78, 
foL 3). Dr. Davidson states that in February, 1648, he was married in 
Aberdeen as Captain John Blackhill of that Ilk, the name, it will be 
remembered, in which his grandfather, Alexander Blackball of that 
Ilk, signed the Band anent the religion at Aberdeen in 1592! His 
wife's name was Isabel Robertson (Inverurie, &e^ p. 229). If he thus 
married, he died sometime in 1655, prior to May in that year, without 
issue, as will appear from a document to which I shall presently refer. 
And so the last of the hereditary Coroners and Foresters of the Garioch, 
and the representative of time^ld traditions, both sun-lit and shadowed, 
like the portions of Barra itself, disappears from the scene. One would 
like to imagine that the accidents incidental to a military career, rather 
than his own incapacity, account for the oblivion which now rests on the 
name of the son of an able fotber and mother, and the first cousin of 
that successful soldier, John, the self-made Earl of Middleton. But this 
is not history, and we are reluctantly driven to the conclusion that the 
last of the Blackball Coroners was an improvident creature, whose 
unavoidable misfortunes might have procured him some sympathy, but 
whose inconsiderate and weak actions brought still further misfortune on 
others. 

XII. Patrick Forbes and Margaret Blackhau. of Blackhall. 

The grant by John Blackball of that Ilk of the Mains of Blackhall 

to Patrick Forbes and his own eldest sister is signed at Berrabillock on 
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the 3Fd of Januaiy, 1650, and witnessed by two sons of the infefted, 
namely, Hew and William Forbes, and by Thomas Ethrington, the clerk 
to William Chalmer, the notary public who drew the deed, some others 
also being present (Aienieens/ure Sasin€s,'Vol.XlV.,fo\. 232.) Husband 
and wife were probably associated in this grant to fulfit the conditions of 
general entail male contained in the agreement made by William Blackball 
of that Ilk and his father, already mentioned. 

Patrick Forbes and his wife had sasine on this charter on the 8th of 
April, 1650, and the extent of the Mains of Blackball in this document 
is stated to have been two " plough gates," or 208 acres, which is about 
the size of the farms of Blackball and Nether Blackball combined as 
these exist to-day. So far as one can judge, Patrick Forbes and his 
wife were left undisturbed in their modest possession, with a family 
largely of sons, the youngest at this time seven years of age, grown or 
growing up around them. There appears now to have been a short 
period of comparative rest from legal disturbance. They might 
reasonably have hoped that the memory of the old race, the remnant of 
whose possessions they occupied, might still be worthily represented in 
blood, if not in name. We shall learn that this hope also was largely 
disappointed, and that a fiesh twist of the legal toils in which they found 
themselves, was about to extrude the last Blackball from Blackball, On 
July 9th, 1655, Robert Craig of Pitfodels obtained sasine on a charter 
under the Great Seal of the town and lands of Blackball, etc., which 
pertained before to John Blackball of that Ilk ; also on the town and 
lands of Knockinbtewes, etc., redeemable and under reversion to the said 
John Blackball, his heirs and assigns, conform to the laws anent legal 
reversions of apprised lands. (Aberdtetuhire Sasitus, VoL XVIII., fol. 
26.) 

On the 9th of November following (1655) a Mr. James L,eith brought 
an action before the Commissioners for administering justice, at 
Edinbui^, against the daughters of the late William Blackball of that 
Ilk and sisters of the late John Blackball of that Ilk as heirs of line of 
these, against the husbands of Margaret and Janet Blackball, as well as 
against some one whose name is illegible, but who is described as 
"advocate-general," and against Alexander Jaflfray of King^wells, 
Director of the Chancelleric, "and all others having or pretending to 
have intres in the said matter," to recover certain sums said to be due to 
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the parsuer as ces^oner or assignee of their debts. (Afis tmd Dtentts, 
Vo!. 578, fol. 3.) Of these sums, one was a liabiHty for 4000 merks Mid 
to have been incurred by William Blackball of that Ilk on the $th of 
January, 1623 (that is thirty-two years previously), to be paid after his 
death to his daughters in the proportion of 2000 merks to Margaret and 
1000 to each of the others. The other claim was for a sunt of 300 
merks obtained " in friendlie borrowing " by John Blackball of that Ilk 
from William Blackball, son of Alexander Blackball of Finnersie, and 
for the repayment of which Jc^n Blackball rendered his heiis responsible 
on the 3rd of December, 1A49. The heirs portloners of the Blackballs 
could not meet these responsibilities, and replied by renouncing their 
heritage, when the Commissioners "weill and rypdie advysed" .... 
"asKrflzied" them " simidiciter," and gave LeiA and his assigns the 
right to the Blackball property. 

In his claim, it is of interest to note that Leith includes not only 
Blackball, but also Knockinblewes and the office of "Crunner and 
Forrester of the Garioch." It is likewise interesting, for reasons 
already discussed, to observe that the lands are said to be "boldine 
of the Lord Protector as now becom in vice and plaice of the lait 
King, last Superior thereof" and again "of His Highness the Lord 
Protector and his successors superiors Oiereof." It might legitimately 
be concluded from these statements that, so far as the Blackballs 
were concerned, the Mar action resulted in little else than additional 
Iq^l expenses imposed upon an already impoverished family, bat 
there is a note to be referred to presently which seems to Aam Aat 
the Earl of Mar acquired some status in the matter. The fbffeltnres of 
James VI. had now led to their final result, and although the departure 
from Blackball of the representatives of those who had faithfully served 
the Crown for centuries did not take place till two years later, thb action 
had prepared the way for their final extrusion. 

What the precise fate of Mr. Leith was I cannot gather, for his 
predecessor in the disturbance just mentioned again takes up the 
running in the Renter of Sasirus. On April i6th, 165^ Alexander 
Leslie of Tullos obtained saaine of Blackball from Robert Cn^ 
and of that " plough of land of the town and lands of Knocklnglowls " 
once bek>t)glng to John Blackball of that Ilk ( AbtnUtnskirt Satmu, 
Vol. XVIII., fol. 383). Again, on January 36, 1657, tiWfe is 
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a renunciation by Alexander Leslie of TuUos to Francis 
Abercrocnbie of the town and lands of the Mains of Blackball, 
manor place, etc, " with the ofBce of ane crouner and Soreaier 
of Garioch." Francis Abercrombie, later Lord Glasford, was that 
"wortbie gentleman, eldest lawful son and appearant aire to Alexander 
Abercrombie of Fettemeir" (and a member of the family, it will be 
leaiembered, which sought protection against Elizabeth Strachan or 
Blackhall and others in 1631), to whom Patrick Forbes and Maigaret 
Blacldiall gave an instrument of sasine which was " presented be the 
L^ird" on the lOth of March, 1657, and signed by him and Margaret 
Blackball on tbe snd of the same month and year. Patrick Forbes 
appended his "seale <^ Arms," and his hand was led at the pen by 
James Ferguson, notary public, as he stated, because he " could nocbt 
wrytt" himself; while the same notary, together with another named 
George Mihie, signed the deed " at the command of the said Mai^^aret, 
who could nocht wreat as she affirmit" And this was done upon the 
grounds of the saidis landis, day, moneth and yeire of God above 
qiecified, betwixt one houre and two houris in the efternoone or thereby " 
(Ab^deenshire Sasines, Vol. XIX., foHo 135). 

Francis Abercrombie thus obtained the lands of Blackball, to be 
held of His Highness the Ixvd Protector in place of the late King, 
in consequence of a historic forfeiture, little anticipated by the feudal 
superior of Blackball and Barra in t59a The Abercrombies did not 
hold Blackball long. Francis Abercrombie, now become Lord Glasford, 
obtained sasine on a charter by Charles, Earl of Mar, of the town and 
lands of Bhickhall on April 7th, 16S8 (AbtrdeensJtin Sasints, Vol. XUI., 
foL 90), and William Thayne on May 5th, also in 1688, had sasine of the 
same lands &om Francis, Lord Glasford, with consent of Dame Anna 
Semple, his spouse. 

The Blackballs were now a memory too remote to be mentioned in 
tbe exchange of the acres from which they took, or to which they gave, 
their name. But 1688, which saw them unknown in connection with 
tbeir old home, also saw William of Orange cast anchor in Torbay 
and the last of the Stuart dynasty an exile in France. Once more 
"the story of Naboth's vineyard" (p. 35) "is not new." " Naboth," 
indeed, and his family bad suSered since the King first set covetous 
eyes on his property, but "Jehu" was now at the gates of "Jezreel" 
and the kingdom reft from the " House of ' Ahab.' " 
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It may seem an anti-cttmax to associate so small with so great 
an event, but the spirit which brou^t about the one was so incurably 
ingrained in the immediate descendants of the pedant King of Scots 
that it also brought about the greater historic fact The perversity 
which could unjustly crush an occasional vassal in faithful Scotland 
became, if no more iniquitous, an insanity when directed i^inst a 
long-sufTcring, deceived, but finally indignant people in arms, a large 
proportion of whom did not rq^ard the tyrants of that time even as 
fellow-countrymen. Quos Deus vult penUre prius dementat. With the 
later history of Blackball we are not concerned. 

Patrick Forbes and Mai^aret Blackball had five sons, James, Arthur, 
Hugh, William and John. All these died without issue except John, 
of whom, as the immediate heir of line of the Barra Blackballs of that 
Ilk, a short account may be given. (Troup's Manuscr^t Genealogy of 
the House of Fot^es, collated from various sources, and among others 
from an old family tree in the repositwies of the last Lord Forbes of 
Pitsligo, attainted for rebellion in 1745.) They also had a daughter, 
Isobel, who married the Revd. John Mair, M.A., and had issue (Fasti 
Ecdes. Scotic) 

John Forbes, the youngest son of Patrick Forbes and of Mai^aict 
Blackball, was bom in 1645. Like the iMirgess-coFoner of 1504, this son 
of parents who could wxA write and presumably could not read, set his 
face towards Aberdeen, but bis object was not the same. The coroner 
went to Aberdeen to acquire wealth to spread his territorial borders, 
and ^t secure under the feudal superiority of the Scottish Crown — a 
c(Hi6dence we have seen not too well founded. John Forbes went 
thither to sit under the shadow of the old crown^tower of King's 
College, and gain there the power to conquer territwy which knows no 
feudal superior, and in which the fruits of victory are not alienable by 
anything short of death, and sometimes not by that He graduated 
Master of Arts at Universi^ and King's College on July 9th, 166S, and 
was admitted to the charge of Logie-Coldstone as its minister sometime 
prior to the 6th of March, 1677 (Fasti Ecdesia ScotiauM, by Dr. Hew 
Scott, Vol III., pt 3, p. 534). The church lands of Coldstone were for 
many generations in the possession of his father's family — the Forbeses 
of Pitsliga (T^ Records of Aboyne — New Spalding Club, pp. 30-31.) 
In 1680 he was transferred to the parish of Kincardine O'Ndl. The 
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patronage of this church appears at that time to have been in the hands 
of the FOTbeses of Craigievar. (Davidson's Inverurie, &-c., p. 235,) He 
married " Margaret, daughter of Strachan of Thornton " (Fasti Ecdts. 
Scotk., VoL III., pt 2, p. 518). On this point a few words are necessary. 
I have so far failed to find the authority for this fact, but Dr. Scot^ a 
most careful historian in such matters, must have found it, as he corrects 
the manifest error on this point made by Macfarlane in his genealc^cal 
manuscript John Strachan, the Tutor of Thornton, and maternal grand- 
uncle of John Forbes, predeceased his grand-nephew, Sir Alexander 
Strachan, the second Baronet of Thornton, who died without male issue 
in 1659. I am informed, however, by Miss McGilchrist Gilchrist (Letter), 
who is engaged jn a careful investigation of the genealt^y of this family, 
that the Tutor and the Baronet were both survived by the eldest son of 
&e former, who would de Jure be " Strachan of Thornton," and should, 
one would have supposed, have been the third Baronet, but who, for 
some reason or by some arrangement, appears not to have assumed the 
title. The fine property of the Strachans had, by the time the second 
Baronet died, practically all left the hands of the main line of the family. 
Accordit^ to Rogers (Memorials of the Families of Strachan and Wise, 
Ed. 1877, p. 51), the third Baronet was Sir James Strachan, the 
representative of a remote ancestor of the Tutor and of the second 
Baronet Le^l documents show that Margaret Strachan, the wife of 
the Revd. John Forbes, could not have been a daughter of Sir James 
Strachan (Refers, Op, cit., p. 68). The Tutor's son, also John Strachan, 
had four daughters (Elizabeth, Katharine, Isobel and Margaret), and so 
far as is known, no mate issue. The presumption therefore is, that this 
Maj^aret was the wife of John Forbes, who must, therefore, have married 
his second cousin. 

Whatever family they may at one time have had, at the time 
of Jc^n Forbes's death all that remained was a daughter named 
Nicola, who had a special retour as heir to her father on the i6th of 
August 171O1 the retour being recorded on the 29th of September in 
the same year {^Record of Rettntrs, Vol. 53, fol. 551). The property 
inherited was the bond for a sum of 2000 merks, for money lent by 
John Fwbes to John Gordon of Rothiemay in 1695, on the security of 
Auchincrieve and Rothiemay. Nicola is designed "sola filia legitima 
nunc viventis (vivans) dicti quondom Magistri Joannis Forbes sui patris 
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et legittimus et propinquior haeies dkti quondam sui patris." She 
married (RtgisUr of Kbimrdhu ONeii), on October 30th, 1707, John 
Forbes, laird of Kincardine, n^ was the sixth son of Sir John Forbes, 
the second Baronet of Craigievar, and at one time a merchant in 
Aberdeen, " of considerable stock and credit" He acquired Kincardine 
from his brother, Sir Robert Forbes of Auchinhuive, an advocate in 
Edinburgh, in consequence of having lent the latter 23,000 nwrks. This 
transaction led to an interesting lawsuit some years later, which was 
decided in John Forbes's favour (Rtmar^M* Dtcisiens of the Court tf 
SiSsioH, from Iji6 to tyaS, by the Honourable Henry Home of Karnes, 
p. 304, Na CV., Feb. 15th, 1728). John Forbes of Kincardine's motber 
was Margaret Young (of Auldbar), a descendant of old ^Peter Young tbe 
Octavian, of forfeited estates notoriety. Her initials, with those of her 
husband, are still to be seen on the iron handle of an old garden gate at 
Craigievar. The Barra Blackballs of that Ilk are now represented by 
the descendants of a daughter of this marriage. 

After the death of Nicola Forbes, the laird of Kincardine married, as 
his second wife, a daughter of Peter Farquharson of Inverey {Douglas 
Bemmagt, p. 548, baaed on family writs), and left issue which is also stiU 
represented. 

The Reverend John Fori>es of Kincardine O'Neil died between tbe 
38th of April and the 14th of May, 1708 (Fasti Bcdes. Static.^ loccit.). 
The church in which he ministered for a considerable period, apparently 
with much acceptance, is thus described in 1725 : " The said church is a 
goodly edifice, higher and wider tfaan any others upon Dee, thatch'd at 
present with heather. Tho' the building be pretty large, yett it's shorter 
by a half, as appears by the remaining walls, than it has been within 
these hundred years " (lUusirations of ike Topogrt^ky OMd AnHquities of 
tkt Shwes of AbtnlMM and Batiff, Vol. II., ppi 2-4). It is now (1905J 
a picturesque ivy-clad ruin, roofless, but with well-preserved walls and 
gables. The interior, where living woishipers once sat, is occupied by 
the graves of some of the wealthier parishioners, the not unusual fate of 
some of the older parish churches in Scotland. J(din Forbes was buried 
near the church, and let into the ivy-covered southern wall, &ciag a 
broad sweep of the rippling Dee, there is a commemorative marble 
tablet, about two feet square, n-ith the following still clean-cut 
inscription :— 
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JOAMKS FoRBESius, Presbyter, ex nobiti Dohinorum de 
PrrsLioo oriiindus familia, doctrinie, facundise, 
pnidentuc, integritatis, amicitue, pietatis ac 
pads laudibus illustris. Quum Curam pastoralem 
alibi et hie per 38 aimos majdmo cum Ecclesife et 
Gk^ sibi commissi emolumento susdnuisset, atque 
DEUM in terns telid studio prxdicasset, ad superos 
migrant AJ&.C 1708 .£tatis 65. 
Vii quo meliorem nulla ndmnt tempore. 

Thus, after a dbappointii^ and debt-burdened interval following the 
Jacobean forfeitures, the son of Maifraret Blackball and Patrick Forbes, 
now the fadr of line of the Barra-Blackhall Coroners of the Garioch, 
passed dirough a peaceful life to an honoured grave, leaving a memory 
cberisbed by his contemporaries and not foi^tten by his posterity. A 
few 3rears more were to see the cultured and chivalrous head of his 
father's house, Alexander, fourth and last Lord Forbes of PitsUgo, a 
forfeited ft^tive, lurking in hts old age in holes and crannies on his 
own estate, for participation in both the Jacobite rebellions, and for 
loyalty to a dynasty which had done little to merit such sacrifices. In 
this case, too, the Stuart nightmare passed, and the worthy banker- 
Btronet of Monymusk restored, also through the distaflr-side, the fortunes 
of die Forbeses of Pitsliga 
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CHAPTER XI. 

tiK Blackballs or riHMnit. 

IT remains to say a few words concerning other members of the 
partially and temporarily resuscitated Blackballs of Barra. It 
will be remembered that the mother of Alexander Blackball of Barra, 
later of that Ilk, whose estate was forfeited, was Agnes Burnet, the 
daughter of Alexander Burnet of Leys (p. 34). It will also be 
remembered that it was the laird of Leys of the time who became 
cautioner for Alexander Blackball and his brother James, against their 
co-portioners the Kings, during the period of enmity between these 
families, which followed the threat and the accomplishment of the 
forfeiture. It is not, therefore, surprising to find that the forfeited 
Blackballs of Barra appear to have taken refuge for a time on Leys' 
estate apparently as tenant farmers, or in any case as residents, when the 
long-sufferii^ Alexander Burnet %ain became surety in 300 merks each 
for Alexander, William and Adam Blackball all in Leys, that they 
should not invade the interests of a salmon fishery (p. 56). This 
occurred in 1592, and the above Alexander was in all probability the 
late portioner of Barra, who had recently acquired Blackball, but was 
not yet acknowledged as of that Ilk, while William and Adam were his 
brothers. With Alexander I have dealt fully in the preceding chapter. 
Of Adam we learn no more. William, the tenant of Leys, appears to 
have been a man of enet^ like his nephew, namesake and fellow in 
femily misfortune, William Blackball of that Ilk. At the time of his 
death, in 1623, William Blackball of that Ilk owed this William 
Blackball "in the Leyes," one thousand pounds "borrowit money." 
(James Mill's Register.) After the Blackh^ls had relinquished Barra, 
part of Finnersie appears to have belonged for a time to Gilbert Keyth, 
the eldest son of Magnus Keyth, who had a charter under the Great Seal 
in 1606 of the third part of Meikle and Little Finnersie and Monecht, 

; 
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with the mill of Finnersie and of the mill-lands astricted and multured, 
and the sucken and knaveship of the same, in the parish of Echt. They 
are stated to have been held " per servitum wardc " by Alexander 
Blackball of that Ilk (formerly of Barra) and James Keith of Kinnadie, 
and resigned by them in favour of Gilbert Keith. (Reg. Mag. Sig.) 
The William Blackball, whom we are now considering, acquired 
Finnersie, which had formed part of the forfeited Barra estates, and 
deserves separate mention as the first of three generations of lairds of 
Finnersie, who did something to repair the fortunes of their family. 

1. William Blackhall of Finnersie. 

It was not till 1622 that William Blackhall himself had sasine of a 
fraction of the old home of his family. Before that date, however, he 
had acquired land in other parts of the country. He had sasine on June 
iith, i6C4, as has already been stated (p. 59), on a charter of alienation 
by James Gordon, apparent of Lesmoir in life-rent, and to his sons, 
Alexander and Thomas, and their heirs and ass^s whatsoever, of the 
lands of Meikle Cults, Overtown of Cults, Nethertown, Auldtown of 
Cults, Milntown, TuUichardo, &c., lying in the barony of Cults and 
parish of Tarland. On June 29th, 1605, he also had sasine of the town 
and lands of Easter Eschlntullis with the woods and salmon fishing on 
the water of Dee, &c., in the barony of Maryculter and Sheriflfdom of 
Kincardine. Alexander Blackhall, son of. John Blackhall in Drum- 
schelock, and probably a cadet of Barra, is witness. On November 
I2th, 1606, he had sasine on a charter of alienation by Alexander Burnet 
of Leys of the Mains of Culter, called Culter Cuming, and of the lands 
of Over Cantley, in the barony of Culter Cuming and parish of Peter- 
culter. On the i8th of February, 1622, however, he had sasine of the 
sunny third of the lands of Meikle and Little Finnersie, the sunny third 
of the lands of Monecht, and third part of the mill of Meikle Finnersie 
or Finrasies, as it is spelt in the deed, which formerly pertained to 
William Wood of Colpnay (Aberdeenshire Sasines), who was one of 
those present at the baptism of John Blackhall of that Ilk (James 
Mill's Roister). His son, Alexander, appears to have been a co- 
portioner with his father of Finnersie, as he is a witness to this deed, 
and is designed portioner of Mdkle Finnersie. Sasine was given to 
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Thomas Blackhall as his father's attorney. I have not discovered the 
name of the wife of William Blackball of Finnersie, but he certainly had 
three sons : — 

1. Alexander of Finnersie. 

2. James, who witnessed a charter of his father of Little and 

Meikle Finnersie, &c, in 1621, to his eldest brother, 
Alexander. William Blackball is designed in this document, 
" late in Ley, now in Lochtown " ( AbtnUenskire Sastnts, 
Vol v., fol. 408). He appears to be the same person as 
" James Blackball, burgess in Aberdeen, who witnessed a 
charter of Alexander Blackhall of Finnersie, with consent 
of Francis Fraser of Kinmundic, to Robert Blackhall at Mill 
of Cruden." Of his subsequent history nothing is known. 

3. Thomas. He appears to have had an interest, aa already stated, 

in the lands his &ither acquired from Gordon of Lesmoir (p. 
19). He is the Mr. Thomas Blackhall, buf^en of Ab er d ee n, 
of whom I have already pven some particulars (p. 4S). 
He was married, as already stated (p. 49), and had issue, 
apparently two daughters, as also already mentioned. 

I have not discovered the date of William Blackhall's death, but he was 

succeeded by his son. 

IL Alexander Blackhall op Finnersie. 

Like his brother Thomas, be had an interest in his father's property 
in the parish of Tarland, and was a Master of Arts of King's College in 
1616 (Uc. at.). He seems to have been porttoner of Finnersie in 1622 
(loc. cit). He had sasine on a charter from his hther of Finnersie, &c., 
in 1626, the original grant being dated 1621 (ioc. cit.), but his own most 
considerable transaction in land appears to have been in 1636, when for 
10,500 merics, Francis Fraser of Kynmundy, with consent of Marion 
Eljdtinstone, his spouse, and Andrew, Master of Fraser, his brother, 
infefted Alexander Blackhall of Finnersie in the lands of TardufT, and 
others In the parish of L<mgside, the lands being redeemable by the 
said Frtncif on the repayment of the said sum. This is that " cousin " 
of Father Blikhal's, to whom the priest betook himself as a substantial 
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p«-son when he needed b loan for the widow o( Lord Melgum, who 
perished at the burning of Frendraught House. The narrative of the 
whole of this transaction is so diaracteristic of the ^rewd kindliness of 
the worthy priest, and apparently of his cousin's also, that one is tempted 
to <]UO&e it at length, but it is too long for this purpose, and the reader 
■aust be referred to the original (ofi. czt., pp. 71-75). In short, Father 
Blakhal not only received the money he required from his well-to-do 
cousin, Alexander Blackball of Finncrsie, but paid it back with ten per 
cent, interest when it had served his purpose. " And this is the ground," 
he adds, "whereupon she did found my chamberlanshippe " (c^. cit., p. 
75). Robert Blackball of Cniden did not contribute to this loan, as be 
stated be had no spare cash in consequence of having to give 2000 livres 
to Alexander Blackball of Finnersie. These two cousins seem, indeed, 
at this time to have had considerable financial transactions, for the 
cha r ter on which Alexander Blackball had sasine on May 18th, 1636, 
was transferred on July 5th in the same year, with c(»isent of Francis 
Fraser of Kinmundie, to Robert Blackball of Cruden (Aberdttnskire 
Sasiiutt Vol. X., foL 199). Whom Alexander Blackball of Finnersie 
married does not transpire. He appears to have bad three children : — 

1. William, who is designed portioner uf Finnersie in 1638. 

2. James, tenant of" Ley." 

3. Maruaret, who, as his third wife, married John Farquharson 

of Tulliecaime, who, tt^ether with Donald Farqubarson, 
the son of "his first spouse," Elspet Mcintosh, granted a 
charter to her and the lawful heirs of the marriage, of " two 
ploughgates and four oxgaits of the town and lands of 
Tullibcairne with the lands, &c, lying in the parish of 
Glentanner. The deed was signed at Kincardine O'Ndl 
on June 4th, 1641, with sasine on June 13th in the same 
year. It is witnessed by " William Blackhall, lawful son of 
Alexander Blackhall of Finnersie" ( AbertUtHskire Sasims, 
Vol. XIL, foL 27). There appears to have been a son of 
this marriage, who was retoured heir to his father in 1692. 
in the retour (Central Retours), Margaret is designed the 
third wife of John Farqubarson. 
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Alexander Blackball of Finnersie was succeeded by : — 

III. William Blackhall of Finnersie. 

In July, 1638, he had sasine on a charter granted to him and his wife, 
Margaret Burnet, and the survivor of them in conjunct fee and life-rent 
of the shadow third part of the town and lands of Monecht, in the 
parish of Echt arid barony thereof. The granters of the charter were 
Mr, Robert Forbes, portioner of Finnersie and Monecht, minister of the 
Kirk of Echt, and Mr. Alexander Forbes, W.S., his son, with the 
consent of their respective wives, Elizabeth Arbuthnot and Janet 
Simpson (Aberdeenshire Sasines, Vol. XI., foL 141}. The lands given 
to the grandfather of this William Blackball were incorporated into 
the free tenandry of Meikle Finnersie, the chief mansion house on 
the portion of Finnersie thus incorporated being ordained as the chief 
messuage (Reg. Mag. Sig., 1619). These lands were inherited by 
Alexander Blackball, and then by William Blackball now under 
consideration. In 1649, Finnersie appears finally to have left the 
possession of the Blackballs. In that year Hugh Irving of Beilsyde had 
a charter under the Great Seal of the sunny third of the town and lands 
of Meikle and Little Finnersie and of the sunny and shadow thirds of 
Monecht with the mills and fishings. They are stated in this charter to 
have belonged previously to Alexander Blackball, some time of Lochton 
of Dores and then of Finnersie, and " cum aliis terris et juribus 
decimarum " are stated to have been worth " 970 lib. 13 sol. 8 den.", and 
"48 lib. 10 sol. 8 den.", on 17th of October, 1646. After this date there 
is no mention of the possession of Finnersie by the Blackballs, or of their 
possessing other lands, and it may therefore be assumed that it records 
their final appearance as a landed family in the county. Of their 
descendants, with the exception of the retour of Farquharson of 
Tillicairne in 1692 already mentioned, I have failed tc learn anything 
positive. Mr. Munro indicates William Blackball, Armorer in Aberdeen, 
as a descendant either of William Blackball of Finnersie or of his 
brother, the tenant of Leys. He became a burgess of Old Aberdeen 
on December 4th, 1683, and a burgess of trade of Aberdeen on 
November 25tb, 1685. As in the case of the head of the house, so 
in that of these cadets of Barra, the recovery from the forfeiture and 
its consequences was but transient. 
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This short account of the Barra Blackhalls of that Ilk and of the 
Blackhalls of Finnersie, imperfect as it is, would, however, be still more 
so, did we not deal at a little greater length with the personality and 
relationship to this branch of the family, of Father Gilbert Blakha) or 
Blackball, whose short but lucid and interesting work already mentioned, 
has done more to perpetuate the memory of the name he bore, than any 
accidental connection with acres, possessed by genealogical succession. 
Not that the continuous possession of acres, undisturbed by extra- 
ordinaiy circumstances, such as the forfeitures we have been considering, 
is without value as an indication of the moral and physical stability 
of a family. A small estate long preserved in the same race, is direct 
evidence of a long line of ancestors of more than average prudence, 
whose collective virtues have been strong enough to counteract the hair- 
brained escapades of an occasional heritor, whose malign little day is 
to be found chronicled in the annals of roost old families. It must be 
admitted, however, that the law of entail came at times to the aid of 
virtue, or even helped to obviate the natural consequences of improvidence. 

Mr. John Stuart, the Editor for the Spalding Club of Father Blackhall's 
BrUffe Narration, had evidently little material to hand concerning the 
origin of the writer of the story. He makes some reference to the 
Blackhalls of Uiat Ilk in his preface, states that Father Blackball 
nowhere mentions that he was connected with this family, but that he 
claimed kin with Alexander Blackball of Finnersie and Robert Blackball 
in Cruden (p^ vli.) He claims descent likewise from the Leslies of 
Balquhain and the Ogilvies of Findlater. The silence of the priest 
as to his relationship with the Barra Blackhalls of that Ilk, to whom 
he must have been related if a cousin of Finnersie's, may perhaps be 
regarded as corroboration, rather of the Protestant heresy of that family, 
than as evidence of Father Blackhal's not being of the same stock. 

The Blackballs of Finnersie were, we have learned, cadets of the 
partially resuscitated Blackhalls of Barra, and we know that several 
members of that family, as well as of the original Blackhalls of that 
Ilk, were Roman Catholics. In 1589, Alexander Seton of Meldrum 
became surety in icoo merks for Alexander Blackball, portioner of 
Barra, that he, among others, would " attempt nothing in hurte or 
prejudice of his Majestie, his authoritie, the present estate, realme and 
legis, nor the religion presently professit within the same, &c." (Register 
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*/ the Privy Council. Vol IV., p. 378). We cannot, however, infer from 
this reference that Alexander Blackhall of Barra was an obdurate 
Papist Indeed, as has already been stated, he, En all probability, it 
was, who three years later as Alexander Blackhall of that Ilk, signed 
a Protestant Agreement in Aberdeen (p. 63). The refracttuiness to 
which this injunction refers was, much more probably, connected with 
the troubles between the King and the first Marquess of Huntly, as a 
very large number of persons h^ to iind security for peaceful allegiance 
at the same time. This is pointed out by the editor of the Privy Coutuil 
Rtguter. But an extract taken from the Book of Bon- Accord (p. 229) is 
also published by the editor of the Narration in his preface (xix.-xx.) to 
tJw effect that " Even in the reign of Charles I., the ancient faith was 
held by the Marquis of Huntly and the chief men of his name, such as 
the Lord Aboyne, the Lairds of Craig, Gight, Abeigeldie, Lesmore and 
Letterfourie ; by the Earl of Errol and his kinsmen of Oelgaty and 
Fetterletter ; and by many other ancient or powerful houses, such as 
the Leslies, the Bissets and the Blackballs in the Garioch ; the Irvings 
and Couttses in Mar ; the Cheynes, the Cons and the Tarings in 
Buchan." The Blackballs here referred to must be the Barra Blackballs 
of Finnersie, for we know that the Barra Blackballs of that Uk vrere 
Protestants certainly from the date on which Alexander Blackhall of 
that Ilk signed the Band anent the Religion and afterwards. His 
son, it will be remembered, was a parishioner and friend of Mr. 
James Mill of Inverurie, and was buried in the kirk there. There can 
be little doubt, however, that Father Blackhall belonged to the Bans 
branch of the family. The question then is, what was his precise 
position on that tree. The only other Gilbert Blackhall with whose 
name I have met was tenant of Colohorsie, and witness to a charter of 
Alexander Blackball of that Ilk (who was also the head of the house 
of Barra) to Alexander Irvine and his daughter, Margaret Blackhall, 
in 160S (Aberdeenshire Sasines, Vol. V., fol, 46). He may or may not 
have been related to Father Gilbert Blackhall, for Gilbert was not 
commonly in use among the Blackhalls as a Christian name. If the 
priest was a " cousin german " of Alexander Blackhall of Finnersie, be 
was probably descended from Adam or James Blackhall, brothers of the 
forfeited laird of Barra. If he was not, there were, as we have learned, 
several younger sons tn the immediately preceding generations, from 
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one or other of whom he must have been descended, and used the term 
" cousin german " in its more clastic sense as a paternal couain. 

As his narrative was written in Paris in 1666-67, when he was over 
seventy years of »ge, and he became a student at the Scotch Collie in 
Rome in 1625, it may be inferred that he was bom towards the end of 
the i6th century. He continued to study in Rome for four years, and 
" was ordained sub-deacon on the 23rd of February, deacon on the 16th, 
and pgest on the 30th March, Easter Eve, 1630" (loc. at., ix.). In the 
following year he became confessor to Lady Isabella Hay, in Paris, on 
the recommendation of his cousin, Mr. James Forbes, who soon 
afterwards, for quite sufficient reasons, became his avowed enemy. 

His narrative commences with a dramatic explanation of the causes of 
this quarrel, and proceeds to recount his adventures in the service of the 
three noble Ladies Isabella Hay, Lady Aboyne and the daughter of the 
latter. From the first and the last of these the worthy priest had little 
thanks. Lady Aboyne, however, appears to have been much attached 
to him, and he to her, and the narrative which is dedicated to her 
daughter is a pathetic and indignant justification of his services to her 
relatives, and a dignified upbraiding of her insulting ingratitude. The 
whole work is regarded, by those capable of forming an opinion, as a 
very valuable contribution, by an observant eye-witness and trenchant 
writer, to the knowledge of some interesting bye-paths in the history of 
his tim& It also shows Gilbert Blackball in his various relations as 
priest, chamberlain and soldier or "captain," as he terms it, to have 
been, what be set much store by, an honourable and brave "gentleman." 
When the relations between Lady Aboyne's daughter and himself bad 
grown strained, he appears to have called at ber house to ask for an 
explanation, and to have been kept waiting at the door in a manner 
which offended his self-respect He bade her " laquay " inform her that 
her mother was as g[reat a lady as herself, " who, notwithstanding, never 
did hold me, nor no other, aither priest or gentleman, at her dore, and 
you know I was both, whom you did hold at yours." He was now 
" passed threescore and tenne," and repelled with indignation some 
unworthy insinuations made by Madame de Gordon —adding " But, 
ffmi soit qui mal y pens." 

The narrative is full of graphically told dangers on land and sea — 
by field and flood, and is not devoid of a sense of grim humour on the 
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part of the much tried traveller, but ever shows a duty kept steadily in 
view as a lode star, which led through many difficulties to the desired 
end. Those who have not read the "BriefFe Narration of Services 
rendered to Three NoWe lAdyes by Gilbert Blakhal, Priest of the 
Scots Mission in France in the Low Countries and in Scotland," have a 
pleasure in store for them. 

Where or when Father Blackball died is unknown, but that he had 
lived man's allotted time may be gathered from what has been stated, 
and like many another agent of the Great Organisation of which he 
was, in his own sphere, an active and intelligent member, he doubtless 
fell asleep in peace, knowit^ that his task would be continued by 
younger and more active bands, until they too laid down the cheerfully 
borne burden, to be assumed by yet others. '0 filot fipa)^ ^ Si Texvi 
ftOKpii. 
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. CHAPTER Xri. 

Cakr Descenaanis or the Barra Blackballs or tDat Ilk* 

THE history of the Blackballs of that Ilk and Barra is interesting, 
as an example of the imprudent methods of the later Stuarts, 
who were, doubtless, aided by the active assent of courtiers whose own 
interests were not at the moment jeopardised by measures which affected 
the prosperity of others than themselves. 

That the natural development of these methods and their application 
in the taxation and general coercion of the enlarged kingdom after the 
Union, ultimately led to the undoing of the Stuart dynasty, is a detail 
which chiefly interests the student of history as evidence of the 
awakening, inconvenient for that dynasty, of a Nemesis so long som- 
nolent, that it appears to have been regarded as too torpid to be roused 
by any degree of privileged arrc^nce. But, au fond, man is one and 
free, and, however tardily in some cases, tends to readjust a disordered 
balance of right by claiming due consideration for the individual, when 
these principles are assailed either by royal, imperial or democratic 
transgressors. 

The Blackballs, as one among other families who have suffered from 
the arbitrary policy of their rulers, enlist our sympathy, because such a 
feeling is naturally evoked when attention is specially directed to any 
act of flagrant injustice. An account, therefore, of their origin, develop- 
ment and fate, may be considered to possess a certain general interest, 
at least for those connected with that part of the country in which, for a 
considerable and from an early period, they had a recognised place. 

The writer had, however, no intention of dealing genealt^cally in 
any detail, Vith their later descendants, but, it has been su^ested to 
him, by one whose opinion carries we^ht with members of the New 
Spalding Club, that this book would be more complete were a chapter 
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added dealing with this matter, of interest only to fev. Hencie these 
lines. 

It will be reinembered that shortly before his death without issue 
(p. Si), John Blackball of that Ilk, the last in the direct male line of the 
Barra family, and likewise the last of the Hereditary Coroners and 
Foresters of the Garioch, gave a charter of the remnant of bis piopaty 
to his eldest sister, Mai^ret, and her husband, Patrick Forbes (p. 80). 

We have learned also that only one of Margaiet Blackhall's soas, the 
Rev. John Forbes of Kincardine O'Neil, left prt^eny — an only dai^bter 
Nicola, who married John Forbes of Kincardine (p. 85). 

To this couple five children — three sons and two daughters — ^were 
bom, according to tfie Register of Births of the ParMi of Kmcardme 
O'Neil, namely:— 

1. Barbara, b. 1709. 

2. Margaret, b. October, 171a 

3. John, b. July, 1712. 

4. Harie (Harry), b. November, 1713. 

5. William, b. January, 1716 

Of these children, according to notes in the handwriting of a 
descendant. Sir Aleicander Morison of Bankhead, Midlothian, and now 
in the possession of the writer, John and Harry died in infancy ; William 
was "drowned going to London"; Barbara died unmarried in Abetdeea; 
and Mai^;aret alone married. 

Uakgaket, the daughter of Nicola Forbes of Kincardine aad great- 
grand-daughter of Margaret Blackball of Blackball, thus **^^--"* hy 
biological succession the representative of the Barra BlackbaUs of that 
Ilk, who were twice confiscated by James VI. aid then " reduced" hy 
the Eari of Har, as has been related. She married George, son of WilliuB 
Herdnuui, Chamberlain to the last and Jacobite Earl Uariacfaal, and bad 
issue an only daughter — 

Makv, born, according to the Register of Birtfas in the Panh of 
Dmnotar, m 174a On July 28th in that y«ar, her (iiiiiiiHilhti. 
)ote Forbes o( KaKafdine, was still a&m, and n potaaioii of 
hk estate and attested her baptism. Her panats aiid imnediBte 
relatives appear to have died while Ak waa stU youn^, aad ihc 
thus caoK — der the care of her mother'a relative, Vnuns 
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Garden (of Troup), kter Lord Gardenstone, a foan of ability 

and mrmth of heart, albeit somewhat eccentric, to irtiom she 

owed much of her happier fortune in life. She married, on 

November 24th, 1763, Andrew Murison of Anchorfield, near 

Edinburgh, Writer in that City, who received his legal training 

in the service of Lord Gardenstone. 

Andrew Murison's father spelt his name indifferently Moorison, 

Mutrison and Murison, and when his son, Andrew, was baptised on 

FdMuary 4tb, 1730, his naaae appears as Murison in the Register of 

Birtlis of the Parish of Gamrie in Banffshire. The form of the name 

tint used by him was Moorison. John Moorison was tenant of the 

Mains of Troup on the Garden estate of that name. 

Andrew Murison acquired Anchorfield by purchase in 1774,* retained 
the spelliBg of liis name used in the baptismaJ roister, and matriculated 
arms in the Lyon Office in 1791 as 3uch.f He, however, still further 
varied the patoonymic orthography by causii^ his children to use the 
name of Morison. 

He and his wife bad 6ve children-^four sons and one dau^ter — 
I. Fkanos MckisOM, born April 8th, 176$. He graduated as 
Doctor of Medicine at the University of Edinburgh in 1787, 
and dedicated his Graduation Thesis to Francis Garden, Lord 
Gardenstone, after whom be had been named, and who took awarm 
interest in his career, in the following words of quasi-filial affection : 
"Cai pauci sunt siniies, mei Patri quasi alteri, afBni vero et 
coasanguiaea" He appears to have been an Honorary Member 
and President of the Physical Society in Edinburgh. He died 
early, and unmarried, on December 30th, 1795, from typhus 
fever, caught in the exercise of his profession, a mode of death 

'Tbeie is an Act of the Edinburgh Town Coaodl, of date April 5th, 177$, ud signed 
" JiKk DoiidM," which gruiti " Andiew MniiaoD, Writer in Edialitir|^," ■ strip of |[rouad on 
Ac coast tioe near AncbtHfield, together with penniisian to uae m much lock uid gravel from 
the cwrespotlding portion of the seashore as he required, to complete a bulwark he was boilding, 
to Mfi^naTd bis own property, and also a pubHc Ugbwaf , from the cneroariiBieDt of the sea. 
Aitdboifield remained in the possession of his famil]' ontil 1S97, and the ute of the old house is 
■Mw oeoqiied by blo^ of dweUiag^ whkb fdain tbe saow name. 

t Ardent, three Moon' heads conped proper, banded aiurc, within a bordure engrailed, gules. 
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not less worthy, I trust, of being mentioned, than traumatic 
demise on the battlefield, which rarely fails to be chronicled.* 

2. John Morison, bom April 22nd, 1766. He was admitted a 

member of the Society of Writers to the Signet in Edinburgh, 
and was, in his day, a well-known and prosperous lawyer in 
that city. He purchased the estate of Hetland in Dumfries- 
shire, where he died on May 15th, 1837. He married Jean, 
daughter of Robert Farquhar of Newhall, Kincardineshire, 
and grand-daughter of James Muirison or Morisonf of Elsick 
and Disblair, Aberdeenshire, one of whose sons. Dr. Thomas 
Morison of Elsick and Disblair, first drew attention to the 
medical value of the waters of StrathpefTer. John Morison of 
Hetland left issue, three daughters — 
(l.) Marv Morison, who married the Rev. James Buchanan, 
D.D., Professor of Theology in the New College, Edin- 
burgh, and succeeded to Hetland. She left issue, a 
daughter — 
Jean Mokison Buchanan, who married first, Lieut- 
Colonel William Rose Campbell of Ballochyle, Ai^ll- 
shire,and has issue, a son and daughter; and, secondly, 
Hugh Miller of the Geoli^cal Survey, a son of the 
well-known geolc^st and writer of that name, and 
has issue, a son, by this marriage. 

Mrs. Miller Morison is now in possession of Hetland. 
(2.) Amelia Grant Morison, who succeeded to Muckle 
Carse, Dumfries-shire, another of her father's properties, 
and died unmarried. 
(3.) Agnes Morison, who married her cousin, Farquhar 
McCrae, M.D., Surgeon in the Enniskilling Dragoons, 
and left issue. 

3. Andrew Morison, born November loth, 1772. He was drowned 

when a youth, at sea, in 1786. 

* He was buried in the Chuichyard at the Parish of Si. Cttthbert's, Edinbuigli, wbeic hit 
father and some otliec memben of hit h.mily ate also interred. 

t Hi* name in the Register of Bittbs of Aberdeen appears as Mniiison on April 35th, 17DS. 
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4. Alexander Morison, bom May ist, i;79. He graduated Doctor 
of Medicine at the University of Edinburgh in 1799 ; became a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh in 1801 ; 
was President of that Collie in 1827 ; and was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians of London in 1841. He was 
Physician to the Duke of Vork, Prince Leopold, later King of 
the Be^ans, and to the Princess Charlotte of Wales. In 1838 
he received the honour of Knighthood. 

Sir Alexander Morison was a pioneer in this country in the 
special study of Mental Diseases, and was for fifty years Visiting 
Physician to Bethlem Hospital, and physician also to some other 
similar institutions, at a time when the medical officers of some 
such hospitals, like those attached to general hospitals to-day, 
were " visiting physicians," not " resident superintendents," a 
system for which a good deal may be said even now, in the 
opinion of some. 

He was prominently associated with the philanthropic move- 
ment in favour qf the more humane treatment of lunatics, 
and gave a moiety of his landed property in 1864 to found a 
Lectureship on Mental Diseases in the Royal College of Physi- 
cians in Edinbui^h, and to reward meritorious attendants upon 
the insane. 

In early life he purchased the estate of Bankhead in the 
parish of Currie, Midlothian (Re^. of Sasines far Edinburgh, 
1806), but disposed of the greater portion of it during his life- 
time. He died on March 14th, 1866, and was buried in the 
Churchyard of the Parish of Currie. 

In 1799, he married Mary, daughter of Alexander Cushnie of 
Aberdeen and of Windsor Castle Farm, Jamaica, who died in 
1846. In 1851, he married Grace, daughter of James Young, 
Hurstmonceaux, Sussex, and sister of Colonel Keith Young, C.B, 
She left no issue. 

By his first wife, Sir Alexander Morison had a \Atgc family, 
the greater number of whom died young or unmarried. Two 
sons survived to manhood. 
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(I.) Albxandes CUSHWIE MOKISOII, bom Frf mwy I3tb, 
1813. He becane a Member of the Bojnl College of 
SovgBons in £ngland, and e n tered the MiUlaiy Service 
of the Honorable East India Compiy. He died on 
FdJin a iy $tli, 1861 , on his rebini from India invalided, 
at Aochodidd Cottage, a Rnall hoase bmit for occasional 
■se by tbe family for seaJw rtfa ing, when tbc larger house 
at AnchorMd bad become omnhriiitable by tbem from 
changes in the neighbourhood.* He married, in 1849, 
Margaret Gordon, daujfhter of John M^rtfltan of Benfield 
House, Wigtown, N.R, and grand-daughter of John 
Gordon of Lochdougan, Kirkcudbrightshire, and left 
issue — 

i. AuEUCAHDHt MORISOU, the writer of these pages, 
ii. Basil Gokdoh Mokison, also a Doctor of Medicine 
of the University of Edinburgh, and aiao a physician 
in London, 
iil Uasv Mokison. 

(2.) ThohasCoutts Morisom, bom 1833. Hewasa Member 
of tiie Royal CoUege of Sm^eons in England ; served as 
a iMg e ui i in the Torkirfi Conlmgent during the Crimean 
War ; received the ordinary Turkish Decontion ; and 
died unmarried in Australia on March 24th, 1863. 
Four of Sir Alexander Morison's daughters married — 

<3.) SOMERvms, bom 1809. She nunricsd Barron Grahame 
of Moiphie, KincafdiacshJR, and of Ravdrig, AUdlotbian, 
and left issue. 

(4.) JAXE, bcm 1813. She married John, son of the Rev. John 
Soaoiers, D.I>., of Mid Cakler, West Lo^iu, and left 



* The writei hu rqiroduced Richard Dadd's portrait of Sir Alei«ad« Monsoii, now in hii 
jmmi mil III, not io mnch on accoont of its being a likeness of faim — Tor there are others which are 
htimir hnl lua— in of the qoMSt pfc-Jt^Jweliti^ at the whole foOOue, «Ud) tbows Ancbor- 
lield as il was in 1853. The background is horn a sketch by Miss Ann HorisorL The Ggnrei 
in the middle distance— Newheven fisfaerwDmea—probBbly reprodaced froD i^K>tagia{du, show 
all the delicacy of drawing for which Richard Dadd was jflAy famed. 
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(5.) Sarah, born 18191 She married Charles Richard NicoU, 
M.D., Sui^eon in the Grenadier Guards, and left issu& 

(6.) Frances, bom 1825. She married Edward Hutton, and 
died without issue. 

5. Margaret Morison, the only daughter of Andrew Murison of 
Ancborfietd, was bom on February 28th, 177a She married 
William Gordon McCrae. In 1840, she died in Australia, whither 
some of her family had emigrated. She left issue, three sons and 
four daughters — 
(i.) Alexander; a Captain in the Army, who married, and 

had issue. 
(2.) Andrew Murison ; Writer to the Signet ; a Magistrate 

in Australia, who married, and had issue. 
(3.) Farquhar ; M.D., Enniskilling Dragoons, who married, 

and had issue. 
(4.) Mary ; married Cobham, M.D., and had issue: 

(5.) Thomasine ; married the Honourable Geoi^ Cole, of 

Melbourne, and had issue. 
(6.) Agnes ; married William Bruce of Symbister, N.B., and 

had issue. 
(7.) Mj^RGARET ; married Thomas, M.D., and had issue. 
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APPENDIX A. 



BARRA CASTLE. 

Or Baira Castle, Davidson remarks (Imxrurie, &'e^ p. 430), "nothing b 
known as to the date of this building." 

Ross and Gibbon also state that " There appears to be no tnee oi histoi; or 
tradition connected with the erection of this mansion " (Ca s t e Uaiid and Domestk 
Ardutefture of Sai/laiui, Vol. II., p. 399), but add, that " its architecture deariy 
[riaces it in the first half of the seventeenth century." 

The first charter to Geo^e Seton, tutor of Meldnim, in which the erection 
of Barra into a free barony is mentioned, is dated January 36th^ 159^9 f^^- 
Mag. Sig., Vol. VI., p. 976X but it is only in the charter trf June 15th, 1615, to 
Geo^e Seton of Bana, Chancellor of Aberdeen, that the " fortalice of Bam " is 
ordained to be the chief seat of the free barony fjSeg. Mag. S^., Vol VII^ 
p. 460). Bana Castle was therefore certainly in existence at the latter date, but, 
although it is not mentioned at the former, neither is any mansion or manor 
house, altlKN^h the creation at a barony necessarily implies the exiitence of 
some sudi edifice. Whether, therefore, or no, the present Castle, or any portion 
of it, existed towards the end of the sixteenth century, is left in doubt, but that 
diere must have been some such stiuctnre is certain. That it waa altered, added 
to, or rebuilt later cannot be denied, because, on the first stone of the crow-ai^ 
gable of the southern block, there is the date 1614, and over a bricked-up 
window near the south-west angle of the court-yard, there is a monogram of 
G. M., surmounted, by what I take to be, three intersecting circles. The 
monogram is probably that of Geoi^e Morison, who owned Bam in 1658 
(Davidson, Imterurie, p. jrr), and we have already learned that he was conjoined 
with the Bana Blackballs of that Ilk as a defendant in the Mar Action in r634. 
At die latter date, however, he is merely des^ned burgess of Aberdeen (p. 74). 
The building, therefore, as it at present stands, probably consists of portions of 
different date, ranging from the latter half of the sixteenth to the first half of 
the seventeenth century. 
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REGENT WILLIAM BLACKHALL. 

Although William Blackball has already been mentioned (p. 48), his 
personality appeaxs to have been sufficiently interestii^ to meiit a. fuller notice 
than could conveniently be introduced into the text He was the eldest son of 
Robert Blackball, burgess of Aberdeen, and of his wife Elspet Shand, and was 
prob^ly bom in that city. His grandfather, also a bui^ess of Aberdeen, and 
also William Blackball, is referred to in the Mar Action for reduction raised 
against the Barra Blackballs of that Ilk, as the &ther of the above Robert, and 
was next brother to the Aberdonian Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, who sold 
bis birthright to Alexander Blackball of Barra (p. 50). He is to be identified 
with that William Blackh^ maltnian, who, I am informed by Dr. Littlejohn, 
according to still unpublished records of the Sheriff Court of Aberdeen, 
appeared at Head Court on Oct. ist, 1616, as " suteor for the land of Blackball," 
as well as for Auchterelton, which appears about that time to have been owned 
by an Udny. (GordOT, Sco/i Aff., Vol III., p. 199.) 

It will be remembered that Alexander Blackball of that Ilk, late of Barra, 
was ranjoiat with some members of the Udny family in resignir^ certain rights 
to Seton of Auquhorthies in 1610 (p. 15). William Blackhall's claim was made 
after the second forfeiture and the grant of Blackball and the honours to 
Alexander Burnet of Leys. 

Regent William Blackball was thus, when he procured the birth-brief 
reproduced on p. 47, the male representative of William Blackball of that Ilk, 
the burgess-coroner of 1504 (p. ao), and therefore ateo by descent the Ic^timate 
head of the whole family. He was admitted a student of Marischal College in 
r637 ; took his de^ee of Master of Arts in 1631 ; was Professor of Logic in his 
Ccdle^ in 1636, and continued such until 1642, when he was deposed. (Fasti 
Aeademia Mariseaiiana Aberdtmetuis. Edited bv Peter John Anderson, M.A., 
LL.B. Vol. II.). 

There was possibly an element of material prudence in his rc^teiing 
particulars of his descent in 1647, altbov^h the prospect of any substantial 
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return for doing so must have been remote. He was abroad at the time, and, as 
we shf^l leain, ultimately adopted a career in which his succession would have 
been of little advantage to himself at that peiiod in Scottish histoty. He could, 
moreover, have had little expectation of material gain from chronicling the 
existence of his collateial maternal relatives the Reids of Pitfoddles and the 
Men^eses of Dum. It is more probable, therefore, that, as in the case of many 
other procurers of birth-briefs at that time, one of William Blackhall's imaginative 
nature had motives which were largely sentimental, when he affirmed his 
representation of the blood and name of the andmt coroners of the Garioch. 

Such a feeling at that time was regarded with some sympathy, and its public 
ex|H«sdon was not misunderstood, as it probably would be in the present day 
unless some tangible advantage, present or prospective, attached to such action. 

The idea of the family as a continuous organism, acting worthily in successive 
generations in any sphere into which fate should cast its members, and 
held together as an organic whole by a nexus of valued traditions, was not 
then an altogether exploded notion. It was the basis of a social system— the 
clan system, in which the chief was the incarnation at once of memories and 
hopes. This explains the loyalty which so long clung to the House of Stuart in 
Scotland, even after their flagrant abuse of power. " Reminiscent atavism " had 
not, in William Blackballs day, been coined by emancipated scientists, as a 
medical term to denote a species of insanity ! A still lingering influence from 
the ^es of chivalry which, with all their shortcomings, frequently pursued ideals 
of no material profit, but often of much loss and hardship, bad not quite 
yielded to other considerations more prized by many in later times. 

William Blackball was, therefore, in all probability, as conservative in matters 
of family tradition, as he proved himself to be in respect to the greater traditions 
on which his religious faith was founded. It has already been related how he 
was deposed from his chair for adherence to Roman Catholia'sm (p. 48), but 
Spalding gives some further details of that event which afford an insight into the 
temper of the man. " He is accusit," writes Spalding, " of what religion he wes 
of, and of what Kirk he wes. Efter sum ansueris at last he plainlie and 
avovitUe declarit he was ane Roman Catholik and wold byd be the samen, to the 
astoneishment of the haile heiraris, beii% of ane uther profession as appearit, 
and so pertUe (now in time of the hottest persecution of papists heir in this land) 
to manifest himself so." ( Memorialh of the Trubtes^VoX. II., pp. 102-103.) That 
"pert" assertion of adherence to a chosen position for his own reasons, 
sufficient or otherwise as they might appear to some, does him credit, but 
possibly evinces, not only the courage of the martyr, but also somewhat the 
indignant disdain of the scholar and gentleman for an unjustifiable attack on his 
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freedom of choice* The good Spalding, however, widi much baA-^bakJBS, 
regards it as an iU-omened portent, and correlates his (xmduct with a tnysterioat 
fire which broke out, about that time, in \[ari9chal College, and also with the 
fulminant lunacy of another Regent in that seminary, who "suddantKe f^ 
frenatick " while attending pubbc wofship, but fcntunately " became sdid sbortlie 
eflerwaida," in consequence of a successiiil phlebotomy ! James Gordcm, the 
Parson of Rotbiemay, affords the additional information that William Blackball, 
shortly after his deposition, " betooke himself to a voluntary exile and forsooke 
Scottland and turned papist, rendiing himself lelligiouse, and never returned 
again to his native country to this hower." (Gordon, Scots Afiairs, VoL III., 
p. 119.) He thus seems, after having taught for a time in some Lyceum or 
College abroad (p. 47), ot possibly before doing so, to have taken orders in the 
Church, in whose cause he had suffered the loss of the means of livelihood at 
home. From this fact we may conclude that he died in exile and unmairied. 

These particulars of Regent William Ijlackhall will enable us to examine with 
more insight into his character, the only fragment so far as I am aware, of bis 
literary activity which has been preserved. It is merely a eulogy on William, 
sixth Earl Marischal, the srni of the Founder of Mariscbal College, and himself a 
b«ie&ctor of that institution. It appeared in the Lachryma Aaidfrnta 
Martuhallams in 1635.! The poem consists of 73 lines written in Latin in 
dactylic hexameter verse. It is not necessary to refvoduce it all, and I shall 
only give a few excerpts which, from what we already know of the sentiments of 
William Blackball, appear to embody his own nature as much as they display the 
qualities of the dead Marshall. 

The poem commwices with a description of the inconsolable grief of the 
Muses, orte of whom is at last besought to explain the cause of so much 
sorrow; 

Die mihi Musa, precor, tanti quae causa doloiis. 

* It is possible that Spalding used this adverb (pcitlie) as a synonym for openly, bat 
William Blaekhall's avowed inlention lo remain obdaiatc, invests his attitude with a degree 
of defiance, which mi^t also be regarded as wanliDg in defetence, 10 the duly contlitatcd 
tribunal before which be was arrayed. 

t Latkryina Aeadtmia Mareschailamt. In obilum Illastrissimi Comitts MareschalU 
Wilbctmi NobiliuiTnee Fantilie Kethorum Priodpit D. k Ketb et Allre, etc Patron! ac 
Mecaenatis sui munihtxntis^tnL Qui obiit die z8 Octob. Anno Dumini 1635. iClalis vero 50. 
Aberdoniit, loiprimcbat Edwanlus Rabanus, Anno 1635. The complete title of this book I 
transcribe from Mr. J. P. Edmond's well-known work— TA^ Abtrdccn Prinltri, published in 
1886. I have al&o to ihaak Mr. Edmond for 1 copy of William Blackhall's poem from the 
specimen of the Lachrym,c in the Library of Ibe Writers lo ihe Signet in Edinburgh, of which 
Mr. Edmoud ii the Curator. — A. M. 
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Melpomene then describes the borne and origin of the dead Eari in majestic 
measure, and I think we may see in these lines that spirit of affection for 
particular spots of earth associated with ancestral memories which William 
Blackball seems to have possessed in an eminent degree. The Muse perhaps 
rather spoils a fine passage by entering into geographical details, but this is 
interesting also as showing that the lines were [ffobably penned in Abodeen 
itself: 

£8t domuE antiquae sedes amplissima gentis, 

Non procul bine austnim versus, cui mcenia Pontus 

Verberat incas^m : nam Tethyos ilk minaces 

Despidt Insultus scopulis elata superfois : 

Hanc magni tenuere viri, queis alma vetustas, 

Seminis stherii, certisnma, pectoris atque 

Signa, MARESCHALLI meritos cocessJt honores, 

Ho3 inter paucis Tetr6 volvendbus annis, 

Maximus enituit, dignos majoribus heros. 
After some further praise of their Maecenas, whom they bad hoped to retain 
for long in their midst, the Muses come to particulars of his removal at an 
eariier age than his well-remembered father, and the passage contains some 
happily turned phrases, which show the writer's imaginative and descriptive 
powers to advantage : 

Cum tres atque decem, nondum, post fata parentis 

Finierit corsus ohiiquo tramite Phoebus : 

Filius ecce patri comes it, sed dispare casu : 

Langnidior nondum, defectaque viribus eetas 

Institerat, nondum quae rebus nata gerendis 

Tempera canides amUhat robore corpus , 

Pnestabat, fornueque decus cum robore junctum ; 

Dignior aspectu nemo, nee promprior armis 

Lndere seu ferro Ubuit, non certius illo 

Innocuum quisquam sine sanguine vubius agebat ; 
And the following short description of the horsemanship of this accomplished 
cavalier, "all of the olden time," is excellent: 

Seu sublimis equo anuoso limite gyros 

Reddere gaudebat, recto seu tendere cutsu 

Qlladnipedantis equi : nemo non segnior ibat 
Itee it is permiaaible to imagine, without any disrespect to the memory of 
the lamented rider, diat the spotting blood of the Foresters, thus e 
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love of the horse, and that the scholarly writer raised his eyes for the moment 
from dingy parchment to the clear air, and saw it cut by the noble falcon (p. 9), 
tossed from the hand unhooded, in full pursuit of its prey. The Earl seems to 
have died suddenly, wrenched from earth, like a monarch of the forest, prone in 
the track of the storm — a silvan metaphor which would readily occur to a 
Bladchall so mindAil of the traditions of his race as was the writer : 

Conddit ille tamen, medio labefactus in xvo : 

Haud secus ac altis hserens radidbus ingens 

Sylva cadit tumidis quam surgens j^^Ius antris 

Flatibus exercet crebris, convellit ah imis, 

Prostemitque solo : subito sic corruit ille. 
The writer now turns to the unknown future of the family bereft of its head, 
and builds high hopes on the coming distinction of the heir, then a youth. In 
the event, the latter became what the worthy R^ent probably considered a 
virulwt Covenanter, but when he wrote, that detail also was hid in the bosom of 
time: 

£x gnato nondum aunt tempora visa nepotum. 

He then resumes the delineation of the character of his paragon : 

Non is fcHtunae tumidus succcssihus altse 

(Quod solet esse frequens sublimi sede locatis) 

Spemebat tenues, vultu nee tetricus ullos 

Arcebat tristes ; sed verbis alloquioque 

In cunctos facilis, paicus licet usque loquendi : 

Nee minimum laudis tacitam concludere linguam 

Compresas labiis, multos cum multa loquutos 

Pceniteat : verax, cuncti simulaminis expers 

Promissseque teruuc fidei, nee veste superbus. 

In victu modicus, nil hepar fellis habebat, 

Semper amidtias constant! fcedere prudens, 

Cum cunctis coluit, sese non extulit ullis 

Pne paribus fastu nimio, jactator inanis 

Haud erat ; 
The dignified reserve of the Marshall could not fail to be a[^redated by one 
who, after his deposition from the Professorship, according to Spalding, " lievit 
simply in sober maner in the toune " (p. 48), until he betook himself to his 
voluntary exile. 

The poem ends with a line invocation. Detaching himself from the smaller 
things of earth, the writer, who, a few years later, so " pertlie " maintained his 
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right to hold his own opinion on higher matters, and cast, tt^ether with his 
regent's robe, his daily bread, at the feet of his inquisitors, concludes in the 
following exalted and philosophic strain, to which his metre lends an impressive 
cadence: 

At tu magne parens, celsi regnator Olympi, 
Et quBs terra capit rraum qui flcctis habenas. 
Tempera qui rebus metiris certa quibusque : 
Te mea verba petunt, ad te mea carmina verto. 
Auspidis est itie tuis, ac numine terns 
Exemptus subito : nostrd non quaerere refert. 
Nee capit humancc mentis solertia tanti 
Consilii causas : tua sunt sublimia nobis 
Gesta nimis : quod scire nefas cur scire laborem p 
Est quodcunque fads sanctum, quod sullidt unum ; 
Csetera sed prudens ignoro, nilque superbo 
ScTUtabor nisu, fulget tua gloria factis 
In cunctis, sic te celebrent per seecula gentes. 
The verses are signed by "Gulielmus Blackhallius, Aberdonensis, Logicte 
Professor in Academia Mareschallana." Stqmticat in poet ! 
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PEDIGREE OF THE BLACKHAL^ 



II. John BkklwU of 0Mt llk= 

1418-1457. I 

III. Willuun BlakhaU of tiut Uk. Rdbnt BlakluUI of FicImMIi 

I 1488-1491. 

I John 

■508. 
IV. WilUun BUUmU of tiut Ilk=Inbd Hm, dan. of 
1504-1513. j Hay of Uiy. 

Burgess of Aberdeen. j 



V. WlUuun Bl«lth«ll = H«q;Krat, dan. of 
of that lOc, I FoibesorAuchio- 

d. 1547 "in PinlEie.'' toal. 



ot FoU. 1518. I 
Bnqesl of 
Aberdeen. 



John B., Pariib AfOta, muiU 
Clerk of Inver- Wm. Bantniidl 



VIII. Atenuider BbdclMdl 
of UMtllk. Re- 

libbeitie. toured 1591. Died 

Aug., 1(93. Con- 
veyed nonouts of 
Blackhall aa heir 
male, and sold 
^____ Bladdiall and the 

I boDonia to Alex- 

ander Blackhall of 
Mvguet BUiUmIL Bam 

Relonred heii 
general 1610. 



William a, HvKaiet a, 

Bargess in manied John Kiat. 

Aberdeen. Died Jan., ■$%. 

Mailman. Buried tn S. Nicho- 

Claimed las. 

Blackhall, 

t6l6. 



Baried in S. Nid 



Robert a,= 

BnrgesE of | 
Aberdeen. 



Vniluun a, Reeent 
in Mariachal Col- 
teee, Aberdeen, 
aluiwBTdi in the 
Dochy of Spruce, 
1647. 



Robert B., Student 
at Hariacbal Col- 
l^^ 1630. 



Millei. Bai^eia of 
Aberdeen, 1593. 

iMbel Anoand. 

"Ane young baime " 

baried to &Nicbola&, 

28th Feb., iSoa 



Haltman. Bin 
gem in Aberdol 
1599. Muris 

May' 1S4S. 



Bnrgeaaof 
1631**' 
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a Hlnkfiflll o 



III. John BUkkaU of B«m, = Blvgwet Boraet (of L^s (?)). 
d. 1505. I 



Hirncd (1541) 
Uhuine Goidoo, 
'u. of Gtxdoo of 



ElisKbettl I 



I. Alexander 



«rB,iS;4-i 
liat Ik I 
i d.c. 163s. 



BUkhall ^GriaMl Leafie, 



Blarcaret B., 

murinl Alex- 
ander Itwini; 
in Achmnir. 



Father Gilbert Blakbal, auihur <>r 
" A Brieffe Naintion of Services 
done 10 Three Noble I^yes." 



L 



J 



I 



ILJobo SlackhaU Margaret Blackhall, Katlianae, Janet, Jean, 

a out Ilk, auvried Patrick Forbes. b. 1611. h. d. 

i«>rt,i. 16S4. HadachartMof Black- Married 1615. t6u. 

^luned Inbel ball with her huibaod Junes 

SobCTLson, ip. in 1650, Had isiue Urqnbarl- 

— o— (till repce«ented. 



Alexander Blac^haU. James B., 
II. ol FInncTsie, al King's 

M.A. 1616. College, 

!fil7- 



Mr. Thomaa B., 
King'g Collie, 
1 61 7. Burgess, 
1633. Dead b)- 
1658. Married 
Isubel Blackhalt. 



I 



I 



wmiiain Blwdthall 
III. of Finnente. 
Married Margaret 



James &, Margaret a, 

teDanl in Married, as third 

Leys. Bor- wife, Farqoharson 

gesi, 1642. of Tilliecaiioe. 



Wiffiani B., Armorer. 
Burgess of Trade of 
Aberdeen, sctb Nov., 
1685. 
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APPENDIX D. 

ILLUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTS. 



Carta Willelmi Blakhall de eodem super dimedietate tenanim de 
Fotablaltwatir. 14 Nov., 1503. 

Jacobus Dei gratia rex Scotonim omnibus probis hominibus todus terre sue 
clerids et laicis saluCem Sdatis quia licet tote et int^re terre et baronia de 
Kynedward cum tenentibus tonandriis liberetenencium serviciis dependendls et 
pertinenciis earundem jacentes infra vicecomitatum nostrum de Abirdene per 
dominos nostri consilii et eonim decretum pro nobis desuper datum et 
promu^^atum nobis pertinere et in manibus nostris tanquam in manibus 
heradia et succeasuris quondam Johannis comitis Buchanie baronis de 
Kynedward existeie adiudicantur Nolumus tamen aliquod preiudicium seu 
dampnum generari seu inrerri per jus nobis adiudicatum aut aliusmodi dilecto 
nostro Willelmo Blakhall de eodem in dimedietate terraram de Folablakwatir 
cum pertinenciis jacentiuro in dicta baronia de Kynedward inrra vicecomitatum 
nostrum predictum per ipsum conquests et de ipso barone tenta sed citius quod 
ipse Willclmus et sui heredcs certiores in eadem dimedietate terrarum cum 
pertinenciis efficiantur Eapropter dedimus concessimus et confirmamus et 
hoc present! carta nostra damus concedimus et confirmamus prefato Willelmo 
totam et integram dictam dimedietatem terrarum de Folablakwatir cum 
pertinenciis que fuit ipsius Willelmi hereditarie et quam idem non vi aut metu 
ductus nee errore lapsus sed sua mera et spontanea voluntate in manibus nostris 
apud Edinburghum personaliter per fustim et baculum sursum reddidit pureque 
simplidter resignavit ac totum jus ac clameum que in dicta dimedietate terrBrum 
cum pertinenciis habuit seu habere potuit pro se et heredibus suis omnino 
quittclamauit imperpetuum ac pro ma)ori securiute et corroboracione 
presentis nostre donacionis damus et concedimus ac pro nobis et successoribus 
nostris irapeipetuuiii confinnamus eidem Willelmo et heredibus suis totam et 



Digitizer by Google 



APPENDIX D. 117 

int^nm dictam dtmedietaten temmun de FolablakwatiT predictam cam 
pertinenciu nobis pectinentem et in manibus nostris vt premittitur existentem ac 
totum jus et clameum et juris titulum que et quod nostri predeoesaotes not aut 
nosbri successorei habuenint habemus seu quouismodo habere poteiiiQus ku 
poterint in seu ad dictam dimedietatem terranim cum pertinenciis vel oKqaam 
partem earundem ac renundauimuB et quittckmauimus et hac pieaenti 
carta nostra renunciamus et quittclamamus huiusmodi dicto Willelmo et 
heredibus suis tenore presentis nostre donadonis imperpetuum Necnon damus 
concedimus et hac presenti caita nostra confiifnamus bereditarie prefiito 
WiUelmo totas et integras terras de Blakhall cum pertinenciis jacentes infra 
vtcecomitatum nostrum predictum que fuerunt tpsius WiUelmi hexeditaiie et per 
qMom de nobis tente ac edam offida forestarie et coronatoris regalitatis de 
Garviache que etiam fuerunt dicti Willelmi hereditarie et per ipsum de comitibns 
de Garviach et nunc de nobis tanquam comite eiusdem tenta* et quas terras et 
que officia cum pertinenciis ipse Willelmus non vi aut metu ductus nee errore 
lapsus sed sua mera et spontanea voluntate in manus nostras apud Edinburgh 
penonaliter per fustim et baculum sursum reddidit poreque simpliciter resignavit 
ac totum jus et clameum que in dictis terris et ofliciis cum pertinenciis habuit seu 
habere potuit prose et heredibus suis omninoquittclamauit imperpetuum Tenendas 
et babendas totam et integram dictam dimedietatem terrarum de Folablakwatir 
cum pertinenciis dictas terras de Blakhall et oflicia forestarie et coronatoris 
predicta cum pertinenciis ac cum omnibus libertatibus piivil^is et proficuiis ad 
eadem ofiicia spectandbus seu juste spectare valentibus prefato Willelmo et 
heredibus suis de nobis et successoribus nostris r^ibus Scotie in feodo et 
hereditate imperpetuum per omnes rectas metas suas antiquas et diuisas prout 
jacent in longitudtne et latitudine in boscis plants moris maresiis viis semitis 
aquis slagnis riuulis pratis pascuis et [)astuns molendinis multuris et eorum 
sequelis aueupacionibus venacionibus piscacionibus petariis turbariis carbonariis 
lapicidiis lapide et calce fabrilibus brasinis brueriis et genestis cum curiis et 
earum exilibus herezeldis et merchetis mulierum ac cum omnibus aliis et singuUs 
libertatibus commoditatibus et asiamentis ac juatis pertinenciis suis quibuscunque 
tam non nominatis quam nominatis tarn subtus terra quam supra terram procul 
et prope ad predictas terras et officia cum pertinenciis spectantibus seu juste 
spectare valentibus quomodolibet in futurum tibere quiete plenarie int^re 
hCKtorifice bene et in pace in omnibus et per omnia sine aliquo impedimento 

* Tbae clwises in this deed are imporiaol, m conliiminE Ihe authenticity of older 
documenls produced during the Mar Action for Reduction in 1634, the originals of which 
are now loit. The term " de comitibus dc Gartiach" was doabtless intended to apply to 
Uk Eails of Mar.— A. M. 
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reuocadone aut contradictione nostii aut sucoessontin nostronim iode fooendo 
in futunini Reddendo inde annuatim dictus Willelmus et beiedes sui nolHS et 
successoribus nostris r^bus Scocie pro omnibus terris et offidis predicds cam 
sub peitinendis tres sectas ad tria pladta capittdia vicecomitatus nostri de 
Abirdene necnon wardas releuia et maritagia cum contigerint In cuius tei 
testimCMiium present! caite nostre magnum sigillum nostrum apponi piecepimus. 
Testibus ut in terda carta precedente. Reuerendissimo in Christo patre nostroque 
carissinio fratie Jacobo Sanctiandree arcbiepiscopo etc Cancellano nostro 
Reverendo in Christo patre Willelmo episcxtpo Abirdonensi nostri Secieti si^pUi 
custode dilectis consanguineis nostris Archibaldo comite de Eif^e domino 
Campbele et Lom magistro hoepidi nostri Patricio comite de Boitbuill domino 
Halis etc Alexandre domino Hume Magno Camerario nostro Andrea domino 
Gray Justiciario nostro et dilectis clerids nostris Magistris Richardo Murebed 
decano GUsguensi Secretario nostro et Gawino Dunbar decano Moraviensi 
nostronim Robilomm et R^istri ac Condlii clerico.] Apud Edinburgh 
dedmo quarto die mensis Novembris anno Domini millesimo quingentesimo 
tercio et regni nostri dedmo seitta 

Abstract of I. 

ICiNC James IV., recognising that the barony of Kynedward, in the Sherifldom 
of Aberdeen, has, by a decree of tbe Lords of Council, been adjudicated to the 
Crown as representative of the late John, earl of Buchan, baron of Kynedward, 
and being unwilling to prejudice the right of William Blackball of that Ilk to the 
half of the lands of Folablakwatir in the said barony held by him of the said 
baron, confirms to the sud William the said half, which has been resigned by 
him at Edinburgh into the King's hands; as also the lands of Blakhall in the 
said Sheriffdom held of the Crown, and the offices of forester and coroner of the 
Garioch, Ukewise resigned by him ; to be held of the Crown ; paying therefor 
yearly three suits at the three chief places in the Sheriffdom of Aberdeen. 

II. 

Carta Joanni Chalmer in Bawbdthen terris de litle Folay et 
Blaclcwatter. 3 [ao\ July, 1539. 

Jacobus . . salutem Sdatis nos quandam cartam olienationis et 

venditionis facUm per Rubertum Blakball butgensem buigi nostri de Abirdene 
Jubanni Chalmer in Bawbdthen . . . visam lectam ... ad plenum 
intellexisse sub hac forma 
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Omiiibns huic cutam risuris vel audituris Robertus Blakhall bui^ensis bui^ 
de Alnrdene . . . NoueritU me vtilitate mea in hac parte undique preuisa et 
diligoiter considerata dedisse concessisse et precise vendidisse dtuloque pure 
venditionis alienasse et hac present! carta mea confiimasse hooorabili viro 
Johanni Chalmei in Baubethen totam et integram dimedietatem meam vmbralem 
omnium tenanun de Litill Folay Blakwatter cum suis pertinendis jacentem in 
boionia de Rynedward infra vicecomitatum de Abirdene pro certa summa 
pecunie quam michi dictus Johannes tempore CDnfecti<mis presentium in 
pecnnia numerata mea graui tx^nti necessitate bene et fideliter peisoluebat de 
qua teneo me bene contentum et plenarie persolutum ac eundem Johaimem 
heredes suos executores et assignatos pro me baeredibus meis executoribus et 
assignatis exinde quitteclamo imperpetuum Tenendam et habendam totam et 
integram dimedietatem meam vmbralem omnium terrarum de Litill Folay 
Blakwatter cum suis pertinendis prefato Johanni suis heredibus executoribus et 
assignatis a me et heredibus meis de supremo domino nostro r^e in feodo et 
hereditate imperpetuum cum omni jiu^ . . . Fadendo inde dictus Johaimes 
eius heredes ct as«gnati supremo domino nostro regi et suis successoribus servitti 
warde et releuii debitum et conauetum . . . Et ego vero dictus Robertus 
haeredes mei et assignati totam et int^nun prenotatam t^medietatem meam 
vmbralem omnium terrarum de Litill Polay Blakwatter cum suis pertinendis 
preiato Johanni eius haeiedibus et assignatis quibuscunque in omnibus et pro 
CMnnia vt premissum est per onmes terras et possessiones nostras contra omnes 
mortales varantizabimus acquietabimus et imperpetuum defendemus. In cuius 
rei testimonium huic presenti carte mee si^lum meum est appensum apud 
Abirdene tertio die mensis Julij armo Domini millesimo quingentesimo ^esimo 
nono coram honorabilibus et disqretis viris Thoma Chalmer Alexandro Wod 
Magistris Thoma Chalmer et Thoma Seres notario publico cum aliis diveisis. 

Quamquidem cartam approbamus ratificamus ac pro nobis 

et successoribus nostris pro perpetuo confirmamus. . . . Apud Edinburgh 
vicesimo die mensis JuUj anno Domini millesimo quingentesimo vicesimo nono 
et regni nostri dedmo sexto. . . . 

Abstract of II. 

King James V. confirms a charter of date 3Td July, 1539, by which Robert 
Blakhall, burgess of Aberdeen, granted to John Chalmer in Balbithan his 
duulow half of the lands of Little Fola and Blackwoter for a sum of mcHiey 
pud to him in his grave and cogent necessity. Confirmation dated at 
, 3oth July, 1539. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



BLACKBALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA 



Entries in the Protocol book of Sir John Cristisone by !q>ostolic 
authority, notary, created by Mr. Arthur Boeoe. 153043. 

Instrument narrating that William filackhall of that Ilk gave up all his right 
claim and [Hroperty in and to the lands of two roods lying in the territory of the 
town of Inneroviy between the royal lands on the east and west and the lands of 
Patrick Forbes and John Williamson on south and north, to Robert Blackball 
his brother gennan, bis heirs &c in which case Agnes Blackball their sister shall 
be placed in conjunct fee of the same durirtg her life, and not otherwise : Done 
in the town of Inneroviy 6 March 1530-31. (Page 38.) 

The same day Robert Blackball burgess of Aberdeen, within the towr> of 
Initerovry resigned the two roods above described (Williamson's lands being 
given as the south boundary) into the hands of John Anderson one of the bailies 
of said town in favour of Walter Banseaucht who duly received sasine, and then 
required the bailie to induct his spouse Agnes Blackball in the conjunct fee of 
the lands, whereupon the bailie placed her in possession of her conjimct fee in 
terms of her charter, by rope and thatch. Done as afoore. 

Instrument narrating that Aleiander Lesle of Kinciagy with 66 other persons 
male and female and Sir James Kyd vicar, parishoners of Inneioure, gave their 
election and votes to John Lesle to enjoy and possess the office of Clerk of 
Inverouiy when it shall vacate by decease of Jt^n Blakhall last parish clerk, and 
chose the said John Lesle as a fit and able person for the office and presented 
him to William Bishop of Aberdeen, upon which the presentee craved instrumenL 
Done in said parish between 6 a.ni. and i p.m. on 13rd June 1536. (Page 109,) 

Instrument narrating that John Lesle son of Alexander Lesle of KIncragy 
personally appeared at the h^h altar in the parish church of Inveroury, declaring 
that he was the true and undoubted elect and presented parish clerk of Inneroury, 
therefore lest that church remain destitute of service he offered himself ready to 
serve the vicar at the altar and the parishoners in all things which belonged to 
the office of parish clerk as he is duly bound. 34th June r536. 

The same day William Blackball of that Ilk, tacksman and Depute of John 
Blakhall parish cleA of Inverouty offersd himself ready to do service in the office 
of clerk, and he protested solemnly that the election and votes of the paBihanas 
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of Inoeroury given to John Lesk should not prejudice his oirn right and that 
of John Blakhall parish cleric because it was not divulged to the ean of the 
pftrishoners nor periectly known to them as to any manner of vacation. Done 
as above. 

Instrument narrating that John Banzeaucht son of the late Walter Banzeocbt 
appeared personally in a Court of the town or bui^h of Innerowry held at the 
Market Cross there by Robert Fergus and James Banzeocbt bailies of said 
burgh, and humbly requested them to make diligent inquest by faithiul and 
good men bui^esses of said burgh, by iriiom the truth might be better known, 
they being swom as the manner is, of what lands the late Walter Banzeauch his 
father died vest and seized at the faith and peace of the King in free burgage <rf 
said burgh, and if he is the lawful and nearest heir of the said Walt» his father. 
The bailies convoked a trustworthy inquest to the number of ij' persons, who 
being sworn, state thai the late Walter Banzeaucht father of John Banzeaucht 
died last vest, &c. in nine roods or perticates of land with house, lying in the 
territory of the said town, between the lands of Agnes Tailzour on the north and 
the Water of Done on the south, three roods between the King's lands on the 
north and the Done on the south ; one rood between the lands of Thomas Retbe 
an the south and the b^;hway on the north ; three roods lying in the Stanneris 
between the lands of Andrew Brachaucht now of John Makky on the south and 
the Kirklands on north ; one rood lying within the Stanneris between the lands 
of John Curre on the south and the Kii^s lands on the north ; one croft of land 
tyii^ on the west side of the lands of Cassell yard ; two roods with half of a 
quarter rood of lands lying on the west side of the^'said town, between the taiKis 
of the Monastery of Lindoris on the north and the lands of John Anderson on 
the south ; six roods lying within the Stanneris between the King's land on the 
north and the lands of Patrick Forbes on the south ; one croft of land called 
Maddetyard lying between the common land on the west and the highway on 
the east, one rood with house lying on the east side of the said town between the 
lands of Andrew Jak on north and the Kirktands on the south. Likewise in two 
roods of land lying on the west side, between the lands of John Williamson on 
the south and the lands of Patrick Forbes on the north ; in a piece of land called 

the third of the Nedder Stanneris lying between the King's lands on and 

the lands of Alexander Melving on , a piece of land called ' the Done rig ' 

within the ' Stanneris ' lying between the lands of John Tailzour on the north and 
south ; a rood lying on the west side of the town between the lands of Thomas 
Ross on the south and the lands of James Banieaucbt on the north ; and in five 
roods with house lying on the west side between the lands of William Wobstair 
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onthenoMhuidthe tanria of Agnca Tailxmr now of W^tcr AndoHon 4» the 
BOBtti. The inquest ^m sUtes tiut John lUnieBBcfat is the neucct and UwM 
heir of hk 1«e faAier and that be « of kwfiit ige, and that tfte lands are hM in 
free burgage. On the report of the inquest John Baiizeaucht requested James 
Banzeaucht one of the btulies to give him possession, who immediately passed to 
tile Uadt and gRve |>oaaess>OB in usual form savsig always the rights of Agnes 
Blackhall mother of John to her conjunct fee. Xi<me on the lands i ith October 
ISJ7. (Page J r^.) 

The same day William Banzeaucht passed to the personal presence of James 
Banaeaucht <we of the bailies of Inneroury and required him to give him 
possession of the underwritten lands, in terms of a Resignation formerly made 
in the bailie's lands by Walter Banzeaucht his late father. The bailie declared 
the request to be just and immediately passed to five roods of lands lyii% on the 
west side of Inneroury between the lands ot William Blalchall on the north and 
the lands of John Robertson on the south, and to a rood with house, lying as 
said is between the lands of John Robertson on north and south ; and inducted 
the said William into possession of the lands, to be held in free bu^;age, reserving 
the conjunct fee to Agnes Blakhall while she lived. Dwie on the lands as above. 
(Page I.I.) 

The same day John Banzeaucht of hia own free will ratified and approved 
the sasine so taken by William Banzeaucht of the six roods above described, 
reserving Agnes Blackhall's conjunct fee. At Inneruiy as above. (Page 122.) 

The same day William Blackball of that Ilk protested that the sasine given 
to J<An Banzeancht of two roods beloi^ng to him lying on the south side of 
Inneroury should not prejudice his right in future, and likewise Agnes Blakhall 
protested as to the lands and roods lying in said town belonging to her in 
conjunct fee during her life, that the sasine given to John Banzeocht her son 
should not prejudice her. At Inneroury as above. 

Itntrument narrating that James Banaeaucht, Robert Fergus bailies of 
Iimeroure, John Vobstair, John Tailzeour and Agnes Blodthall indwcUm and 
rabu^esses of Enneroure, passed to d>e personal pfoenoe (rf Arcfaibakl Douglas 
of Glatberne and craved from him licence and power to hare Iheir fad in Us 
HMon and moeses of Kemna where the^ fdcmeriy had use, and this with tfae 
itwre of the said Lord of Glenbarvy at lofd ptoptietor of die botds and not 
(Mh t a wia e, tb^cach of then affinned md agreed. The nid hud gnnted them 
leave. Dane near the cemetery of the cbardi of Kenana, 31 May 1538. 
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InBtnimait nanMing that James Skeyne in RandodiH tiitfifall; eUiged 
himself hia hein &c. to seal and subscribe a sufficient tack of the sunny third 
of the lands of Blakhall lying in the R^jality of Gareaucfat aad sherifiOom of 
Aberdeen to William Blakhall of that Ilk his subtenants and coadjutois of bo 
fftmta degKe than himself, leasing the lands for the whole dme and a& lon^ as 
they dull be in his hands by Alienation by William Blakhall aye and till they 
shall be duly released from his hands under a Reversion made t^ James Skeyn^ 
and also for the full space of five years next following the redemption of the 
lands, for payment to James Skeyne yearly after Whitsunday 1547, lo boUs 
meal, 6 hoiOs bear with a peck to each boU, and two bolls wheat during the 
space foresaid, and likewise after redemption for the space of live ytars, James, 
his hdrs &c. paying rent to William as contained in the tack to be made in 
terms of the reversion. The victuals are to be delivered yearly at the feast of 
the purification by William at the house of James, or the town of Aberdeen er 
any place within ten miles from Blakhall at the request of James &c providing 
that if there is failure in payment of the victual at said term or within so days 
aftei, the said tack dull be null The said James notwithstandbg inlieftmeiu of 
the lands shall not remove Sir Junes Kyd, teiumt until Whitsunday 1547. Done 
at Bandodill 2> August 1543. (Page 138.) 

Instrument narrating that James Skeyne in Bandodill compeared personally 
on the ground of the sunny third of the lands of Blakhall in the reg^ty of 
Gareaucht and sheriffdom of Aberdeen, holding in his hands a precept of sasine 
from William Blackhall of that Ilk, which be presented to John Retbe bailie, who 
after the notary had read the procept gave possession to James Skeyne in due 
form, in token of which possession the bailie chose aa ox of a black colour, 
' skwrrit ' [with short horns] valued by trustworthy persons on oath at two merks 
money. Done as above. (Page i8>.) 



Carta Confirmationis Willelmi Blakhall et ejus sponse. 2 Nov., 1543. 

Jacobus - . . Sciatis nos quandam cartam donationis factam per Willelraum 
Blakhall de Barrach Willetmo Blakhall suo filiu et heredi apparenti et Katherine 
Gordoun . . . de mandato nostro visam ... ad plenum intellexisse 
sub hac forma 
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Onuubus banc cartam visuris . . . Willelmus Blakhall de Bamch . . . 
salutem Noueritis me dcdisse . . . dilecds nieia Willelmo Blakhall filio meo 
et heredi appaienti et Katherine Gordoun ejus sponse secum in coniuncta 
infeodatione et eonim alteri diudus viuenti et heredibus masculis inter 
ipsofl legitime procreatis sea procreandis quibus forte deficiendbus heredibus 
mas prcqnnquioribus et assignads quibuscunque Tolas et integras terras meas de 
lie tua pait de Barrach de latere solari ejusdem Jacentes in Regalitate de Gaireoch 
et infra vicecomitatum de Abirdene cum suis pertincnciis ex certis causis ration- 
abilibus animum meum ad hoc mouendbus Tenendas . . . de supremo 
domitio nostro rege et suis successoiibus in feodo et hereditate imperpetuum. 
. . . Reddendo . . . jura et servitia . . . soUta et consueta tantum . . . 
Et egp vero dictus Willelmus Blakhall de Barrach et heredes . . . prenominatas 
terras . . . prebtis Willelmo . . . et Katherine . . . (Xintra omnes 
mcntales waiandzabimus. ... In cujus rei tesdmonium sigillum proprium 
unacum aubscripdone mea manuali presendbus est appensum apud Barrach 
vtcessimo quarto die mensis Novembris anno domini millesimo quingentesimo 
quadragesimo primo coram hiis tesdbus Willelmo King portionario de Barrach 
Gilbeito Chalmet Jacobo Adam Jocobo Clerk Willelmo Knox et domino 
Willelmo Proctur notario publico cum diversis aliis. 

Quamquidem caitam . . . confirmamus salvis nobis et nostris successoribus 
juiibus et servidis de dictis terris cum pertinendis ante presentem nostram 
confinnadonem nobis debids et consuetis. In cujus rei tesdmonium huic 
presend carte noetre confirmadonis magnum sigillum nostrum apponi precepimus 
Testibus ut in aliis cards precedendbus consimilis date apud Edinburgh secundo 
die mensis Norembris anno domini millesimo quingentesimo quadragesimo 
secundo et Regni nostri trigesimo. 



Abstract of IV. 

Jaubs V. confirms a charter of date 34th November, 1541, by which William 
Blakhall of Barrach granted to his son' and heir apparent WUliam Blakhall and 
Katherine Gordon, his spouse, conjointly and to the survivor, and to their heirs 
male, whom failing, to the next heirs and assignees whatsoever of the gianter — 
his lands of the " twa part " of the sunny side of Barrach, in the reality of 
the Garioch ; to be held of the Crown for services used and wont Conlinnation 
dated at Edinburgh, and November, 1543. 
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Retour of Special Service, William Blakhall to his father William 
Blakhall [v] of that Ilk. i Feb., 1547-8. 
Hec Inquisitio facta fiiit in pretorio burgi de Abirdttin primo die mensis 
Febnurij anno Domini millesirao quingentesimo quadragesimo septimo in 
presentia et de mandato honorabiUs viri loannis Lesly de Batquhayne 
vicecomitis depulati de Abirdein in curia vicecomitatus ejusdem pro tribunali 
sedenti per boa nobiles honorabiles et probos viros subscriptos, viz., loannem 
Uominum de Glamis Georgium Meldrum de Fyvie militem loannem 
Forbes de Pitsligo Alexandrum Leslye de Wardes Thomam Menzies de 
Pittfoddells Patridum Cheyne de Essilmonth militem Archibaldum Dowglas de 
Glenbervie Andream Eraser de Stainywode Willielmum Turing de Foveren 
lacobum Johnstoun de eodem Willielmum Udny de eodem Alexandnim 
Burnet de Leyis Alexandrum Skeyne de eodem loannem Forbes de Tollies 
Alexandnim Forbes de Bniichis Magistrum loannem Forbes de B"**- loannem 
Calder de Asloun lacobum Gareoche de Kinstair loannem Pantoun de 
Pitmedden lacobum Innes de Toucbis et Willielmum Stratbauchin de 
Glenkindie Qui jurati dicunt quod quondam Willielmus Blakhall de eodem 
pater Willielmi Blakball obiit ultimo vestitus et sasitus ut de feodo ad pacem et 
tidem S. D. N. R^ne in totis et integris terris de Blakhall cum tenentibus 
tenendriis et libere tenentium servitiis earundem et suis pertinentibus jacentibus 
infra r^alitatem de Gareoche et vicecomitatum de Abirdein ac etiam de ofiiciis 
forrestarie et coronatoris r^^alitatis de Gareoche Et quod dictus Willielmus est 
kgitimus et propinquioc heres ejusdem quondam Willielmi Blakhall patris sui 

Et quod est legitime etatis Et quod dicte terre de Blakhall 
valuenint tempore pads quadiaginta solidis et valent nunc per annum sex libris. 
Et quod dicta officia forrestarie et coronatoris valuerunt tempore pads decern 
solidis et valent nunc per annum triginta solidis Et quod predicte terre de 
Blakhall et oflida forestarie et coronatoris antedicta cum earundem pertinendis 
tenentur in capite de dicta D. N. regina pei servitium warde et relevij. Et quod 
fuerunt in manibus ejusdem per spatium quinque mensium ultimeo preteritum 
aut . . . ciica per decessum dicti quondam Willielmi sui patris m. in 
conflictu contra Anglos dedmo die mensis Septembris ultimo* preteriti in 

* I r^et thai I was not aware, as I ought lo have been, when questioning the: 
■ccunqi of the date of the retour of the sixth known Blickfaall oT that Ilk (p. 37) that the 
new ityle of reckoning lime was not in use in Scotland until half n t^ntury later (1600). 
M]f endeavour, therefore, to prove by indirect evidence, that the lifUi known laird fell al the 
battle of Knkie wa« quite unnecessary, as the dale of the retour, according to the old 
computation of the civil year, from March I51h to March 3Jth, is correctly given, as also is 
that of the battle of Pinkie. Unfortunately, when Mr. P. J. Anderson draw my altentko 
to this point, tbe page hod already been printed off. — A. M. 
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defectu veri heredis jus suum hucusque minicne prosequentis Datum et clausum 
sub sigillo (rf&cij vicecomitis principalis et sigillis quonindam eonun qui huic 
inquisition! intererant faciende die mense anno et loco quibus supra. 

Abstract or V. 

A JURY, summoned by John Leslie of Balquhayne, Sheriff-Depute of Abenieen, 
finds that the late William Blakhall of that Ilk, who died in battle against 
the English <hi joth September, 1547, was infelt in the lands of Blakball in the 
regality of the Garioch, and in the offices of forester and coroner of the 
Garioch ; that William Blakball is lawful beir of the deceased his father and is 
of full age ; that the annual values of the said lands and offices were, in time 
of peace, 40s. and los. respectively, and are £6 and 30s. reapectively ; that the 
said lands and offices are held of the Queen by service of ward and relief, 
and have been in her hands for five months through the failure of the heir to 
prosecute his claim. At Aberdeen, ist February, 1547-S. 



Carta Confinnationis Magistri Alexandri Blakball. 20 Ft;b., 1547-8. 

Maria . . Sciatis nos cum avisamento . nostri charissimi 

consanguine! et tutoris Jacobt Comitis Aranie domini Hamiltoun r^ni nostri 
protectoris et gubernatoris quandam caitam alienationis et venditionis factam per 
Willelmum Blakhall dominum portionarium de Barroch de Boutty dilecto oostio 
Magistru Alexandro Blakball ejus filio l^timo . . . de aiandato noBtio 
visam ... ad plenum inteUexisse sub hac forma 

Omnibus banc cartam visuris Wilelmus Blakhall douiinus 

portionarius de Barroch de Bourty Salutem . Noueritis me . . . 

dedisse . . . tituloque pure venditionis alienasse dilecto meo lilio l^timo 
Magistro Alexandro Blakhall heredibus suis tnasculis ac assigitatis Totam et 
integram meam dimedietatcm terrarum de Barroch dimedietatem terrarum de 
Westerhous dimedietatem terrarum de Fillaw dimedietatem tenunim de 
Kschinheid dimedietatem terrarum de Furdailhuus sextam partem terrarum 
de Fetgowny dimedietatem molcndini de Bourty superioritatem dimedietatis 
terrarum de Muirtoun tertiam partem terrarum de Mekle Fynneisie tertiam 
partem terrarum de Litill Fytuiersie tertiam partem terrarum de Haoycht et 
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iBriMm paftem mtrienJini de Fynnersie cum oninibus suis pettinendis jacentes 
Ufa vioecQinitotuiD de Abtrdene pro qtudam certa gumma pecunie michi per 
Actum Hagiatmm Alnuxlnun meum filium et consanguineos ex parte sue 
DHtris iattutu ipnos in mea uigenti necessitate pro manibus gratanter et int^re 
petwiata in pecunia nwmenita et in usum meum totaliter conversa de quaquidem 
—"'"■ pecunie keneo me bene contentum et placatum plenaiieque et int^ro 
et penotutuin prefatum Magistnun Alexandrum suos heredes executores et 
assignatos de eodem quietos inde clamo tenoie presentis carte me imperpetuum 
Tenendam . . . a me et heredibus meis de suprema domina nostra regina et 
suis successoribys in feodo et hereditate imperpetuum . . . Reddendo . . . 
junt et servida . debita et consueta tantum Salvo nichilominus 

et reservato libero tenemento dicte dimedietatis terramm de Fillaw cum suis 
pertinenciis michi et Jonete Bissat me sponse ac nostrorum alter! diutius viventi 
pao lota tempore vite nostre Nacnon libero tenemento omnium et singulanim 
dicte diaaedietatis terraniin de Barroch . . . Westerhous . . . Eschinheid 
. . Furd-Ailfaous sexte partis temirum de Petgowny dimedietatis molendini 

de Bourty superioritatis dimedietatis terramm de Muirtoun tertie partis terrarum 
de Meltle Fyruiereie . . . Litill Fynnersie . . . Moneycht et . . . 
molendini de Fynnersie . michi dicto Willelmo Blakhall pro toto 

tempore vite mea unacum rationabili tertia parte earundem sponse mee que pro 
tempore fuerit cum cootigerit Et ego vero dictus WiUelmus Blakhall et heredes 
mei totam et integram prefkum dimedietatem terramm de Barroch, etc., etc. 
dicto Magro Alexandro . contra omnes moitales waiantiza- 

bimu& In cujus rei testimODiam boic presenti carte mee raanu roea subscripte 
solium meum est ap^iensum apud Edinburgum decimo octavo die mensis Februarii 
anno doouni millesimo quingentesimo quadragesimo septimo coram hits testibus 
Mi^istro Geoigio Forbes Jacobo Millar Thoma Lamb Jacobo Ballantyne 
notariis publiciis et Gilberto Chalmer cum diversis aliis. 

Quamquidem cartam confinnamus Salvis nobis et successoribus 

nostris jucibus et servitiis preaominatarum terrarum et molendinorum cum 
patinenciis ante preaentem nostram confirmationem nobis debitis et consuetis 
In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti carte nostre confinnationis magnum 
ugiUum aoitnun af>pani precepimus testibus ut in aliis cartis consimilis date 
pKcedeiUibus apud StriviUng vicesimo die mensis Februarii anno domini millesimo 
qumgenteaimo quadragesimo septimo et r^ni nostre sexto. 

Abstract or VI, 
QuBEN Maky, nitfa advice of James, Eai^ of Arran, confirms a charter of date 
i8tb Fetmtmf, 1547-8, by whidi William Blakhall, portioner of Barroch of 
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Bourty, conveyed to his son, Mr. Alexander Blakhalt his halves of the lands 
of Barroch, Westirhous, Fillaw, Eschinheid and Furd-ailhous ; sixth of the lands 
of Pe^w^iy, half of the Mill of Bourty, the superiority of half of the lands of 
Muietoun, his thirds of the lands of Mekle Fynnersie, Litill Fynneisie and 
Manycht, and his third of the mill of Fynnersie ; to be held from the granter of 
the Crown for services used and wont ; reserving certain life rents to the granter 
and his spouse jonet Bissat. Confinnadon dated at Stirling, loth Feb., 1547-8. 



Carta Confinnationis Agnetis Burnet. 2 Nov., 1551. 

Maria . . Sciatic nos cum avisamento nostri consanguinei et tutoris 

Jacobi duels de Chattellarault Aranic comitis domini Hamiltoun regni nostri 
protectoris ct gubematoris quandam cartam concessionis et donationis &ctam 
per magistrum Alexandrum Blakhall . . . dilecte nostre Agnetie Burnet 
filie Alexandri Burnet de Leyis . . . de mandato nostra visam . . . 
ad plenum inteltexisse sub hac forma 

Omnibus banc cartam visuris . Magister Alexander Blakhall 

feodatarius tertarum tertie partis de Mekill Fynnarsy Litill Fynnersy et 
molendini eaiundem cum perttnenciis viz. the Myddill thrid etemam in domino 
salutem Noueritis me cum amsensu et assensu honorabilis viri Willelmi 
Blakhall de Barraucht mei patris ac liberitenentis dJctarum tetrarum dedisse 
. . . Agneti Burnet filie honorabilis viri Alexandri Burnet de Leyis in sua 
virginitale in vitali redditu pro toto tempore vite ejusdem tolas et integras terras 
meas . . . jacentes in parrochia de Echt infra vicecomitatum de Abirdene 
et hoc propter favorem et dilectionem quam gero erga prefate Agneti Burnet 
propter matrimonium inter me et eandem contiahendum necnon propter certam 
pecunie summam per dictum Alexandrum Burnet de Leyis patrem dicte Agnetis 
mihi et prefato Willelmo Blakhall meo patri in pecunia numerata tempore 
confectionis presentium in mea urgenti necessitate gratanter et integre pre 
manibus persolutam de quaquidem summa pecunie teneo me bene contentum 
et plenarie persolutum de eundem Alexandrum Burnet de Leyis suos heredes 
executores et assignatos pro me heredibus meis executoribus et assignatis meis 
exinde quieteclamo et exonero impcrpetuum per presentes Tenendas . . . 
de supiema domina nostra regina et suis successoribus r^bus seu leginis Scotie 
. . .. Reddendo servitium . . . solitum et consuetum tantum . . . 
Et ego vero prefatus Magister Alexander Blakhall cum consensu et assensu 
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died WUIelmi Blakhall mei patris totas et integrag pfefittas tenas . . . ' pre&te 
Agneti . . . contra omnes mortales . . . warranCizabimus ... In 
cujus ret testimonium huic presenti caite inde mea mamiali aubscriptione 
subscripte sigillum meum proprium est appensum necnon sigillum dicti Willelmi 
Blakhall mei patris libentenentis dictarum terranim unacum sua subsctiptione 
manuali in signum sui consensus et assensus ad premissa preaentibus est appeiuuin 
apud Barrauch v^esimo primo die mensis Octobria anno domini millesimo 
quingentesimo qu^iagesimo primo coram hits testibus Johannis Blakhall 
Gilberto Chalmer Thoma Blakhall Andrea Myln cum diversis aliis. 

Quamquidem cartam confirmamus salvis nobis et successfxribus 

nostris juribus et servitiis de predictis terns et molendino cum suis pertinenciis 
ante presentem confirm ationem debitis et consuetis. In cujus rei testimonium 
huic presenti carte nostre confirmationis magnum sigillum nostrum apponi 
precepimus Testibus etc ut in cartis precedentibus consimilis date apud Edinbiugh 
secundo die mensis Novembris anno r^ni nostri nono. 

Abstract of VII, 

QuEBN Mary, with advice of James, Duke of Chattellarault, confiitm a chaiter 
(A date 1st October, 1541, by which Mr. Alexander Blakhall, liar of the lands of 
the Middle Third of Mekill and Litill Fynnersy and th^ Mill thereof, in the 
parish of Echt, with consent of his father William Blakhall of Barraucht, free 
tenant of the said lands, conveyed the same in life rent to Agnes, daughter of 
Alexander Burnet of Leys, because of a marriage contract between the gianter 
and the said Agnes, and a sum of money paid by the said Alexander ; to be 
held of the Crown for SCTvice used and wont. Confirmation dated at Edinburgh, 
ind November, 1551. 



Gift of the ward of the lands of Blakhall to William Strathanchin and 
Jonet Auchinleck. 16 Dec., 1554- 

Anb Letter maid to Williame Straithauchin of Tibbirtie and Jonet Auchinlek 
his spous yair airis and assignaia ane or ma off the gift of ye Warde of All and 
haill ye landis of Blakhall w* ye Maner place and pertinentis y'of liand in the 
T^alitie of Gaieauch and Win ye Sherfdome of Abirdene. Togidder w< ye 
offices of Crownarschip and forestary of Gareauch and alt proffitds and dewitdt 
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perteining yto. Quhilkis pertenit to Umquhile Williame Blakhal) of ya' ilk and 
ihrou his deceis or throu ye deceis of Jonet Strait ha uch in his spous conjutict fear 
y'of being or sal) happin to be in ony tyme cuming in our Soverane Ladeis 
hands be ressoun of Warde w* all males fermes proffittis and dewiieis y'of 
during ye said Warde baith of termes bygane and to come and ay and while ye 
lauchfuU entree of the lychtuis air or airts yto being of lauchfull aige W ye 
releif yof quhen it sal happin and als ye manage of Willianie Blakhall sone 
and air to ye said Uraq'' William Blakhall of y' ilk and failzeing of him be 
deceis unmarijt ye manage of ony other air or airis male or female yat sail 
happin to succeid to ye said William in his heritage w* all profhttis of ye said 
manage. W' power, etc. At Peblis ye xvj. day of l>ecembet ye yeir foirsaid 
[1554]. xl. merks. 

PkR SlGNATURAM. 



Carta Alexandri Blakhall. 3 Sept., 1574. 

Jacobus . . . Sciatis nos cum avisamento . . . nostri consanguinei Jacobi 
comitis de Mortomi domini de Dalkeith nostri liegionimque nostronim regentis 
dedisse . . . dilecto nostro Alexandro Blakhall tilio et heredi apparent! 
magistri Alexandri Blakhall portionarii de Barroch heredibus suis masculis et 
assignatis hereditarie totam et integram dimedietatem terrarum de Barroch, 
dimedietatem terramm de Westir-hous dimedietatem terranim de Fillaw 
dimedietatem terranim de Eschinheid dimedietatem ten'anim de Furdailhous 
sextam partem tenanim de Petgowny dimedietatem molendini de Bourtj' 
superioritatem dimedietatis terrarum de Muretoun tertiam partem terrarum de 
Mekill Fynnersy tertiam partem terrarum de Litill Fynnersy tertiam partem 
tenanim de Maneicht et tertiam partem molendini de Fynnersy cum omnibus 
suis pertiitendis jacentes infra vicecomitatum nostrum de Abirdene Quequidem 
. . . fuenint dicti Magistri Alexandri Blakhall hereditarie per ipsum de nobis 
et ptedicessoribus nostris immediate tente in capite Et quas . . . idem 
Magister Alexander resignavit . Tenendas . . . de 

nobis et successoribus nostris in feodo et hereditate imperpetuum 
Reddendo . . . jun et servitia . . . debiu et consueu tantum . . . 
Salvo et reservato nihilominus libero tenemento dicte dimedietatis terrarum de 
Barroch . . . Westithous . . . Fillaw . . . Eschinheid . . . 
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Furdailhous sexte partis terranim de Petgowny dimedietatis molendini de Bourty 
superioritatis dimedietatis terranim de Muretoun Gulielmo Blakhall de Barroch 
patri died Magistri Alexandri pro toto tempore vite sue et reservato libero 
tenemento seu vitali redditu ejusdem unacum vitali redditu tertie partis dictanim 
terranim de MekUl Fynnersy . . . Litill Fynnersy . . . Maneicht et 
tertie partis molendini de Fynnersy . . . dicto Magistro Alexandro pro 
toto tempore vile sue diebus post decessum dicti Gulielmi sut patris necnon 
reservato ^;neti Burnet sponse dicti Magistri Alexandri vitali redditu totanim 
et inte^rarum dicte dimedietatis terranim de Fillaw cum suis pertinendis unacum 
rationabili tertia vel tertia parte ceterarum terranim et molendinorum et aliarum 
suprascriptarum ... In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti carte nostre 
magnum sigillum nostrum apponi precepimus. Testibus ut in aliis cartis consimilis 
date precedentibus apud Abirdene tertio die mensis Septembris anno domini 
millesimo quingentessimo septuagessiroo quarto et r^ni nostri octavo. 

Abstract of IX. 

KiHG Jauks VI., with advice of James, Earl of Mortoun, giants to Alexander 
Blackball, son and heir apparent of Mr. Alexander Blackball, portioner of 
Barroch, his heirs male and assignees, the halves of the lands of Barroch, etc 
[as in VI. sufira], resigned by the said Mr. Alexander ; to be held of the Ciovrn 
for services used and wont ; reserving certain liferents to William Blackball of 
Barroch, father of the said Mr. Alexander, to Mr. Alexander himself, and to 
his spouse, Agnes Burnet 



Carta Domini Jacobi Sandelandis de Slamanno Militis. 24 Mar., 
1590-1. 

Jacobus . . . salutem Sciatis nos dedisse concessisse et hac presenti carta 
nostra confirmassc predilecto et familiari nostro servitori Domino Jacobo 
Sandelandis de Slamanno equiti aurato heredibus suis et assignatis hereditarie 
Totam et integram dimedietatem terranim de Barroch dimedietatem terrarum de 
Weslerhous dimedietatem terranim de Phillas dimedietatem terrarum Aschinheid, 
dimedietatem terrarum de Puyrdailhous sexCam partem terranim de Pelgowny 
dimedietatem molendini de Bourty una cum superioritate dimedietatem terrarum 
de Muretoun cum tenentibus tenandrijs et libcre tenentium servitijs eanindem 
partibus pendiculis et omnibus suis pertinentijs jacentes infra vicecomitatum de 
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Abirdene Quequidem teire cum suis pertinentiis prius Jacobo King feodsuno de 
Barrach hereditare et Willelmo King ejus patri in vitali redditu pertinueiunt et 
quas ipsi per suos procuratores ipsorum nominibus et liteias pat^ttes ad idem 
speciaiiter et literatorie conatitutos in manibus nostris eomm domini superions 
eanmdem sursum reddideruDt pureque et simpliciter per fusteni et baculum 
resignanint et emadonanmt apud Dalkeith una cum omnibus jure titulo 
prc^irietate et possessione ac clameo que et quas in eisdem habuenuU habent seu 
quovismodo habere potenmt omnino quiete clamanint impeipetuum In super 
pro bono fideli et gratuito servitio nobis per predictum dominum Jacobum 
Sandelandis impenso de novodamus concedimus disponimus et properpetuo 
confirmamus ipsi heredibus suis et assignatis omnes et singulas dictas dimedietates 
. . . Reddendo inde annu&tim dictus Dominus Jacobus Sandelandis heredes 
sui et assignati nobis et successoribus nostris juia et servitia. ... In cujus rei 
testimonium huic presenti carte nostre magnum sigillum nostrum aj^KHii 
precepimus Testibus predilectis nostris consanguineis et consiliarijs Joanne 
Domino Hamiltoun, &c. Commendatario de Abirbrothok Willelmo Angusie 
Comite Domino Douglas et Abimethy, &c Georgio Comite Mariscalli Regni 
nostii Maiiscallo dilectis nostris familiaribus conciliarijs Joanne Domino 
Thirlestane, &c. Cancellario ac secretario nostro Waltero Commendatario de 
Blantyre nostri secreti sigilli custode Alexandre Hay de Eister Keimet nostronim 
rotulonim registii ac concilij clerico Ludovico Bellenden de Auchnoule milite 
nostre Ju^ticiarie Clericu et Magistro Willelmo Scott de Grangemure nostre 
cancetlahe directore. Apud Dalkeith vicesimo quarto die mensis Martij anno 
Domini miUesimo quingentesimo nonagesimd et regfd nostri vicesimo quarto. 

Abstract of X 

King James VI. grants to Sir James Sandilands of Slamannan and his heirs 
and assigns for good, faithful and free service half the lands of Barroch and 
others on the resignation of these lands by James King, fiai, and William 
King, life renter thereof, into the hands of the King, lord superioi: of the 
same. At E)alkeith on March 24th, 1590. 



Retour of Special Service, Alexander Blakhall to his cousin, William 
Blakhall of that Ilk. 1591. (Record very defective.) 

Hkc Inquisitio legittime facta fuit in pretorio burgi de Abirdene . . . [anno] 
domini millesimo quingentesimo nonagesimo primo In presentia 
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Gordoun de Wastball et Roberti Garzeauch burgends . . . de Abiidene 
pro tiibuiiali sedenti Sectis vocatis . . . [per] subscHptos homines [prabos et 
fideles] . . . Alexandmm Ley^ de . . . Magistrum Thomam Leslie 
buigensem ... . portiooarium de Disbtair Joannem . . . burgensem de 
Abirdene Alexandnim Forbes de Thanistoun . . . Archibatdum Wod de 
Middildisblair William Leslie . . . Chalmer de Tullekerie Gilbertum Ley^ 
pomonarium (de) . . . tbie in Sauchaik Qui jurati dicunt . . . [quod] 
quondam WiUelmus Blakfaall de eodem filius pa[tris sui quondam Willelmus 
Blakhall de eodem] obiit uldmo vestitus et sasitus ... in totis et int^ris 
[terns de Blakhall] . . . cum domibus manerie loco partibus pendiculis et 
pertinenciis (&c.) . . . infra regalitatem de Garzeauch et vicecomitatum de 
Abirdene . , , [et de officiis Cor]onatoris et Forestarij de Garzeocb proficub 
commoditatibus et p[ertin»iciis] tenentibus tenandriis et llbere tenentiis servitiis 
earundem Et quod dictus [Alexander Blakhall] est legittimus et proplnquiur heres 
masculus ejusdem quondam WiUeirai filii [Willelmi Blakhall de eodem et] de 
dictis terris ofHciis et aliis supni speciricutis cum peitinenciis £t quud est lq>ittime 
etatis Et quod valuerunt tempore pacis per annum quadragintu [solidis] u-sualis 
monete regni Scotie Et quod jam valent per annum octo libris ejusdem [monete] 
Et quod tenentur de supremo domino nostro rege et suis successoribus 
regibus Scotie per servitium wardc et relevii Et quod fuerunt prout de present! 
nunc existunt in manibus predicti supremi domini nostri regis latione non 
introitus post decessum dicti quondam Wilblmi qui mortem subiit mense 
Augusti aut eocirca anno domini millesimo quingentesimu octuagesimu nono 
extendentem ad spatium duonjm annorum in defectu ipsius Alexandri veri 
heredis eanindem jus suum hue usque minime persequentis Reservando . . . 
Jonete Strathauchin relicte dicti quondam Willelmi Blakhall de eodem suam 
conjunctam infeodationem terrarum de Blakhall antedictarum secundum 
infeofamenta sua sibi de super confecta nee non reservando jus et titulum 
predictarum terrarum alienationem earundem habentibus secundum infeofamenta 
sua datum et clausum sub sigillo officii vicecomitatus de Abirdene nee non 
sigillis majoris partis eonim qui dicte inquisitioni interfueruent Extractum de 
libris ejusdem per me scribam ejusdem Subscriptum (Sic Subscribitur) A. Fraser. 

Abstract of XL 

A JURY, summoned by Gordon of Wasthall and Robert Garzeauch, burgess of 
Aberdeen, finds that the late William Blakhall of that Ilk died infeft in the lands 
of Blackhall and offices of Coroner and Forester of the Garioch, and that 
Alexander Blackhall is his nearest male heir; that the annual value was 
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in time of peace 40s., and is now ^£8 ; that the lands and oiEces are held 
of the King, and have been in his hands for two years, through foiture of the 
heir to prosecute his claim. The rights of Jonel Strathauchin, relict of the said 
William Blakhall of that Ilk, who had conjunct fee of the said lands, are reserved. 
At Aberdeen, 1591- 



Carta Magistri Gtorgij Seytoun. 36 Jan., 1598-9. 

Jacobijk . . . salutem Sciatis nos dedisse disposuisse et concessise tenoreque 
presentis carte nostre dare concedere et disponere predilecto nostra Magistro 
<rtX)rgio Seytoun tutori de Meldrum suisqut heredibus masculis de corpore suo 
l^time procreandis et suis et eorum assignatis quibus deficient! bus Jacobo 
Seytoun de Bourty buigensi burgi nostri de Abirdene suisque heredibus masculis 
de corpure suo l^time procreatis seu procreandis quibus omnibus deiicientibus 
Jo^inni Seytoun nunc de Me Id rum suisque heredibus masculis et assignatis 
quibuscunque hcreditarie Totam et inlegram solarem dimedietatem ville et 
tenarum de Burrach dimedietatem terrarum de Westerhous dimedietatem 
terramm de Phillow dimedietatem {terrarum) de Eschinheid dimedietatem 
terrarum de Furdailhous dimedietatem molendini de Bourty dimedietatem 
terrarum mulendinariamm multuranim et sequelium ejusdem sextam partem 
terrarum de Petgaveny et dimedietatem terrarum de lie Muretoun dimedietatem 
multurarum et sequelium ejusdem et lie knaifschip cum maneriebus domibus 
edificijs hortis, etc . . , jacentes infia parochiam de Bourty et vicecomitatum 
nostrum de Abirdene Quequidem terre molendina et alia prescripta cum 
pertinentijs Alexandro Blakhall de eodem pertinuerunt et in manibus nostris 
devenient nobis et ad nostram dispositionem spectant per recognitionem leges 
regni nostri et privilegium corone nostre ob alienationem et dispositionem per 
prefatum Alexandrum aut suos predicessores de predictis terris molendinis ct 
alijs supraspecificatis cum pertinentijs aut saltern maioris partis eanindem bctam 
absque consensu nostro nostrumve predicessorum ut debuit prius desuper 
petita et obtenta cum eedem de nobis nostrisque predicessoribus per servitium 
warde et relevij immediate tente fuerunt et sic in manibus nostris per 
recognitionem ut premissum est devenerunt hec nos dedisse concessisse et 
disposuisse tenoreque presentis carte nostre dare concedere et disponere prefato 
Magistro Georgiu Seytoun suisque heredibus masculis et assignatis respective et 
successive supraspecificatis Totam el integram umbralem dimedietatem . . . 
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Queqoidem umbralis dimedietas terrarum molendinonim atiorum particuUriter 
supraspecificataruin cum pertinentijs quondam Willelmo King de Barrach ac 
Jacobo King ejus filio pertinuerunt et nunc similiter in manibus nostris divenient 
, . . cum speciali etiam liberaque postestate ac libertate prcfato Magistro 
Georgio suisque heredibus masculis et assignatis respective et successive 
predicds pro declaratione antedictarum recognitionum respective aut in eorum 
proprijs nominibus vel per assistentiam nostri advocati ^ieu utrisque eorum 
nominibus conjunctim coram competente judJce ut de jure congruit vocare et 
proseque Tenendam et habendam . . . prefato Magistro Georgio suisque 
heredibus masculis et assignatis respective et successive predictis de nobis et 
successoribus nostris In feodo et hereditate imperpetuum per omnes rectas 
metas suas, etc. . - . Reddendo Inde annuatim dictus Magister Geoi^us 
suisque heredes masculi et assignati predicti Nobis et successoribus nostris 
jura et seivitia de predictis terns molendinis et alijs prescriptis cum pertinentijs 
Nobis et predicessoribus nostris antepredictas recognitiones respective debita 
et consueta tantum In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti carte nostre 
magnum sigillum nostrum apponi precipimus Testibus ut in alijs cartis 
consimilis date precedendbus. Apud Halyruidbous vicesimo sexto die mensis 
Januarij anno Domini millesimo quingentesimo nonagesimo octavo. Et Regni 
nostri Tricesimo secundo. 

Abstract of XII. 

King James VI. grants the suimy and shadow halves of Barra and other lands 
to George Seton, tutor of Meldrum, on the forfeiture of these lands and other 
interests on account of alienation of them by Alexander Blackball of that Ilk 
and William and James King of Barra, or by the predecessors of these families, 
without the King's consent or that of his royal predecessors, from whom the 
lands were held. At Holyroodhouse, January 26th, 1598. 



XIII. 

The Will of Alexander Strachan of Thornton, May 14, 1601. 

Thb Testament Testamentar and Inventory of the goods, gear, sums of money 
and debts pert^ing to umquhile Alexander Strathauchane of Thometoun, 
within the parish of Abirluthnot and shireffdom of Kincardine in the Memos, 
the time of his decease, who died in the month of May, 1601, Given up by 
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Anna Merser his relict spouse and John Stmthauchane his son, whom he 
nominated his only Executors Testamentars and universal intromitters with his 
hatll goods and gear. Sum of the Inventory jC$5^1 ^- 8d. . . . Debts 
due by James Pikeman at the mylne of Bogmdallocbe . . . and others all 
tenants of the defunct's lands. Sum of said debts with Inventory ;£46o6 3s. 4d 
Debts due to the Priory of St. Andrews, Mr. David Rait principal of Aberdeen, 
Mr. Peter Blackburn Bishop of Aberdeen, James Strauchan of Monbodo, EaH 
Merschell, the seven beddells, George Schoirwod, Lady Sinclair, John Mamie, 
William Strauchan of Tulliefroskie, Alexander Arlmthnett of Pitkairlies, and 
servants' fees : 

Sum of said debts £i'7» i$s. 4d. 

Free gear £334^ 10s. 

By his Latter Will he ordains 100 merks of his readiest fennes to be 
employed on land for armual rent to be bestowed yearly and perpetually " on the 
waik and pure and heddrells of the parochyne of Abirluthnot ; and ordains his 
said Executors to entertain and give household to David Trumbill, Geoi^e 
Nydrie, Johnne Gordoun elder, Jtrfin and John Adames, John Gaw elder and 
Chrisdane Irwing, so long as the saids Executors remain in household 
together ; and from the time they dissolve company, to give every one of 
them a peck of meal weekly, till Alexander Strauchane oy and heir to the 
defunct, be 21 years of age, when he shall be astricted to give them the said 
peck of victual during their lifetime r He also ordained 600 merks worth of his 
readiest fermes to be sold, to pay Alexander Smythe of Fettercaime his 600 
merks at Martinmas, for which the defunct's son is cautioner : He likewise wills 
that his said spouse have the enjoyment, maintenance and possession of the place 
of Thometoun and orchards thereof, with bis said son, she upholding and 
maintaining the same so long as she and he agree t<^ether in household, only ; 
He ordains his three daughters Magdalene,. Katharine and Elizabeth to remain 
with his said Eicecutors, so long as they hold house t<^ether in Thometoun, or 
else where, at least until marriages be provided to them by his said sons and 
others their friends : Dated 14 May, 1601. Witnesses, Robert Merser of 
Craigis, Geoi^ Strauchane son to the defunct, Alexander Strauchannan in 
Amebarrow and Robert Mylne notar writer hereof. 

Confirmed 5 August, 1603. Andro Wischart of Murtoun caudoner. 

XIV. 

Ane Instrument (rf Seasing of the twa pairt of the lands of Petgarvie 
with thair pertinentis gevin to Elizabeth Strathauctiin dochter to 
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Allexander Strathauctiin of Thomtoun and presentit in hir name be 
Mr. William Chalmer notar pubtict at Aberdeen the nv, day of 
May, 1601, and registrat as fbllows. 
In Dei nomine amen per hoc presens publicum instnimentum cunctis pateat 
evidenter et sit notum quod anno Incamationis dominice millesimo sexcentesimo 
primo mensis vero Aprilis die vigesimo secundo Regnique S. D. N. Jacobi Sexti 
Scotorum Regis illustrissimi anno trigesimo quarto. In mei notarii publici ac 
testium subscriptorum presentiis personaliter constitutus discretus vir Georgius 
Strathauchin filius honorabilis vin Allexandri Strathauchin de Thomtoun 
procurator et eo nomine Elizabethe Strathauchyn Rlie dicti Allexandri de cuius 
procuratoris mand&to mihi notario publico subscripto lucide satis constabat habens 
et tenens suis in manibus quandam alienationis cartam pargameno scriptatn 
preceptum sasine in se continentem factam et concossam per dictum AUexandnim 
Stratbauchin dicte Elizabethe et heredibus de corpore suo legitime procreandis 
quibus deficientibus sibi ipsi suis heredibus mosculis et assignatis quibuscunque 
revertendum de et super Tota et Integra dualitate seu bina parte vulgo the twa 
pairt totius et int^re ville et terrarum de Petgarvie cum domibus edificiis hortis 
toftis croftis ly owCseattis partibus pendicnlis et pertinentiis earundem de presenti 
occupatis per Georgium Valtentyne et Joaonem Fettes jacentium infra 
paiochiam de Arbuthnot et vicecomitatum de Kincardin Necnon in speciale 
warontum ejusdem de tota et integra villa et terns medie manerie vulgo the 
mydmanis of Thomtoun cum domibus edeficiis hortis toftis croftis ly owtseattis 
communitate communi pastura Uberoque introitu et exitu partibus pcndiculis et 
pertinentiis earundem jacente ut supra prout in subscripto precepto late satis 
continetur Quamquidem cartam in se continentem ut dictum est honorabili 
etiam viro Roberto Mersyr portionario de Craigies ballivo in dicto precepto 
specialiter nominato exhibuit et presentavit eundemque requirens quatenus idem 
preceptum debite execution! mandare dignaretur Quiquidem batlivus sciens 
dictam requisitionem fore justam et rationi consonam mihi notario publico 
subscripto preceptum pertegendum et pubHcandum tradidit, Quodquidem alta et 
intelligibili voce perl^ sub forma verborum subsequente cuius tenor sequitur. 
. . . Et reservando mihi ipsi Uberum tenementum vsum fructuum usum 
commoditates et liberum ballivatus ofUcium dtctanim terrarum cutn pertinentiis 
durante cursu vite mee et non alias aliter neque alio modo preterea ne dicta 
Elizabetha fnistretur de dictts terris, do concedo et dispono eidem Elizabethe 
suisque heredibus predictis sub clausulis provisionibus et restrictionibus antedictis 
et non alias neque aliter Totam et int^ram yillam et terras medie manerie vnlgo 
the mydmanes de Thomtoun cum domibus, etc. ... In cuius rei 
testimonium huic presenti carte mee manu Magistri Wilhelmi Chalmer notarii 
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publid Abredonensis commofsntU scripte meaque manu subscriptione sigiUom 
meum proprium est &ppensum apud Thomtoun vigesimo secundo die mensis 
Aprilis anno domini millesimo sexcentesimo primo coram his testibus Wilhelmo 
Strachan de Tibbeitie, Roberto Mersyr portionario de Cragbes Joanne et Georgio 
Strathaucbins filiis meis Andrea Gray servjtore dicti Wilhelmi Stiacban de 
Tibbertie et dicto Magistro Wilhelmo Chalmer. Et sic subscribitur AUex'- 
Stratbaucbin of Thomtoun mth my band William Strathaucbin of Tibbertie . 
witnes. Robert Mersyr witnes. Jobnn Stratbaucbin witnes. George Strathaucbin 
witnes. Andro Gray witnes. Mr. William Chalmer wrettar of this chartour and 
witnes thairto. 

Abstract of XIV, 

Instruusht of Sasine following on a charter of date 32nd April, 1601, by 
Alexander Strathaucbin of Thornton to his daughter Elizabeth and the heiis 
of her body of the " twa palrt " of the lands of Petgarvie. 



Retour of Genetal Service, Margaret Blackball to her father, William 
Blackball. 11 July, 1610. 

Hec Inquisitio legitime facta fuit in curia vicecomitatus de Abirdene tenta in 
pretorio ejusdem undecimo die mensis Julij anno Domini millesimo sexcenteumo 
decimo per Robertum Gareoche buigensem de Abirdene vicecomitem deputatuni 
dicti vicecomitatus pro tribuiiali sedenti seeds vocatis. In curia legitime 
incboata et affinnata per bos probos et fideles homines patrie subscriptos, viz., 
Willelmum Strathachin de Tippertie Magistnim Duncanum torbes de Bannagask 
Robotum Johnestoune de Kendell Robertum H(^ de Gellan Andream 
Stiachan de Gr^sardo^ Andream Skene de Auchorie Patridum Ferquhar 
bui^Hensem de Abirdene Gilbertum Quhyte burgensem ibidem Magistnim 
Henricum Buchane burgensem ibidem Thomam Murray buigensem ibidem 
Johuiem TuUidaff burgensem ibidem Robertum Alschoner burgensem ibidem et 
Gilbertum Blak burgensem ibidem. Qui omnes jurati dicimt magno sacramento 
intenieniente quod quondam Willelmus Blackball de eodem pater Maigartte 
BlaUull latricis presentium obiit ad pacem et fidem S.D.N. Jacobi Dei gratia 
Magne Britannie Francie et Hybemie Regis fideique defensoiis. £t quod dicta 
Maigareta Blakball est legitima et propinquior heres ejusdem quondam Willelmi 
Blakhall sui patris. Et quod est legitime etatis sed quia in sua petitione nullas 
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petiit tenas. Ideo cetere breuis cUusule in se manent indeservite. Datum et 
dausum sub sigillo officij dicti Ticecomitatus necnon sub sigillis tnaioris partis 
eonim qui dicte inquisidoni interfiienmt et extractum ex libra actorum curie 
vtoecomitatus predicti per me Magistrum GullJelmum Andersone scribam 
ejusdem subscriptum sic subscribitur Mr. Andenone. 

Abstract of XV. 

A JURY, summoned by Robert Gareoche, Sheriff-Depute of Abeideen, finds that 
the late William Blackball of that Ilk was father of Margaret Blackball ; that the 
said Margaret is his lawful heir, and is of full age, but claims no lands. At 
Aberdeen, tith July, 1610. 



Carta Confirmationis Alexandri filakhall portionarij de Buray, &c. 
3 Aug., 1610. 

SciATis nos quandam cartam alienationis factam et concessam per quondam 
Alexandrum Blakhall de eodem . . . de mandate nostro visam . . . 
ad plenum intellexisse sub hac forma 

Omnibus banc cartam visuris . Alexander Blakball de eodem 

salutem Noueritis me cum expressis consensu et assensu honorabilis viri Joannis 
Leslie de Balquhane cui interdictus sum meis vtilitate et commodo in hac parte 
vndique preuisis et diligenter consideratis ex oertis causis ration! consonis 
animum meum ad hoc moventibus et presertim pro adimpletione mee ceite 
partis cuiusdam contractus initi et confecti inter me ipsum ab vna et 
Alexandrum Blakhall portionarium de Burray partibus ab altera de data 
apud Abirdene octauo die mensis Octobris anno Domini millesimo 
quingentesimo nonagesimo vendidisse prefato Alexandre 

Blakhall pordonano de Burray suis heredibus masculis et assignatis 
quibuscunque totas et int^ras terras meas de Blakhall cum manerie et 
pertinenciis vnacum duabus croftis earundem occup^Uis per Alexandrum 
Ledinghame et Willielmum Gavan cum tenentibus tenandriis et libere tenentium 
seniirijs dictarum terranim jacentium infra parochiam de Innemirie et 
vicecomitatum de Abirdene vnacum ofiicijs coronatoris et forrestarij de Gorioch 
cum omnibus proficuis et deuorijs eanindem. Tenendas ... a me meis 
heredibus et assignaris de S.D.N. Rege et suis succ^ssoribus Scotie regibus in 
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feodo et hCTeditate imperpetuum . . . Reddendo inde annuadm . . . 
jura et seniitia debita et consueta tantum . . . Et ^o veto 

prebtus Alexander Blakhall de eodem mei heiedes et assignati totas et int^nis 
predictas terras . . . prefato Alexandro Blakhall portionario de Burray suis 
heredibus masculis et assignatis . . . contra omnes mortales warrantizabimus 
. Reseruando tamen in omnibus et per omnia Jonete Strachin relicte 
Willielmi Blakhall de Eodem viCalem redditum liberum lenementum vsnin 
fnictum et vsum dimidietatis dictarum tenanim secundum sua infeofamenta 
desuper conrecta si que habet Insuper . . . [precept Sas.] ... In 
cuius rej testimonium huic present! carte mee preceptum sasine in se continenti 
manu mea necnon manu dicti Joannis Leslie de Balquhane in signum sui 
consensus subscripte sigillum meum proprium est appensum apud Abirdene 
vigesimo quarto die mensis Martij anno Domini millesimo quingentesimo 
nonageslmo primo coram his testibus Magistro Roberto Paip aduocato Joanne 
Hvinsoune et Willielmo Davidsoune comburgensibus de Abirdene Alexandro 
Chalmer annigro et Magistro Willielmo Ray notario publico. 

Quamquidem cartam . . . confinnamus saluo tamen nobis et succes- 
soribus nostris juribus et seruitijs de predictis terris alijsque respecdue prescriptis 
cum pertinendis nobis nosttisque predicessoribus ante presentem nostram 
confiTmationem debitis et consuetis. Insuper nos volumus et concedimus ac pro 
nobis nostrisque successoribus decemimus et ordinamus quod hec presens nostra 
confirmatio est et erit tanti roboris valoris efficatie et efiectus prefato Alexandra 
Blakhall portionario de Bairay suis heredibus masculis et assignatis predictis pro 
eonim hereditaria ac pacifica gauisione fhiitione vsu et possessione predictanim 
teiramm alianimque antedictarum cum pertinentiis ac si eadem per nos nostio 
sub magno sigillo ante decessum dicti quondam Alexandri Blakhall de eodem 
vel ante sasinam per prefatum Alexandnim Blakhall portionarium de Barray de 
eisdem susceptam facta data et concessa fuisset non obstante deoessu digti 
quondam Alexandri et sasina predicta hactenus inde capta super quibus et 
omnibus alijs objectionibus et imperfecdonibus quibuscunque que contra 
predictam cartam aut validicatem eiusdem quouismodo objici aut proponi 
poterint nos pro nobis et successoribus nostris per presentes pro nunc et 
imperpetuum dispensamus. Preterea pro bono fideli et gratuito seniitio nobis per 
dictum Alexandnim Blakhall portionarium de Barray prestito et impenso 
diuersisque alijs respectibus motis et considerationibus nos mouentibus ex cerU 
scientia et [«oprio motu dedimus . . . [Hefoto Alexandro suisque heredibus 
masculis et assignatis prescriptis totum jus titulum interesse jurisdameum 
proprietatcm et possessionem que noK predicessores aut successores habuimus 
habemus seu quouismodo habere clamare aut pretendere poterimus aut poterint 
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in et ad predicUs teiraa de Blakhall . . quonimcunque annorum aut 

tenninonim preteritorum aut futuronim ratione warde nonintroitus relevij foris- 
facture rect^itionis purpresture disclamationis bastardie escaete vitalis redditus 
appreciation is nonconfinnationis venditionis totius aut majoris partis reduclionis 
infeoramentorum et retomatuum vel annulladonis eonindem vel pro quacunque alia 
causa facto aut occasione preterita diem datamque presentis carte nostre precedente. 
Renunciando quietectamando et simpliciter exonerando ejusdem cum omnibus 
octione instantia et executione nobis desuper competendbus prefato Alexandra 
suisque piedicds ac in eomm faudrem pro nunc et impeq^etuum cum pacto de non 
petendo ac cum supplemento omnium alionim defectuum obiectionum et imper- 
fecdonum quonimcunque tarn non nominatonim quam nominatonim que nos 
tanquam pro expressis in hac presenti carta nostra haberi volumus ac cum eisdem 
pro nobis et successoribus nostrls per presentes etiam dispensamus. In cuius lei 
testimonium huic presenti carte nostre conlirmationis magnum sigillum nostrum 
^>poni precepimus. Tesdbus vt in alijs cards consimilis date precedentibus. 
Apud Edinburgum secundo die mensis Augusd anno Domini millesimo 
sexcentesimo decimo ac annis tegnorum nostrormn respective quadragesimo 
quarto et octauo. 

Abstract of XVI, 

Jaues VI. confirms a charter, of date 24th March, 1591, by which Alexander 
Blackball of that Ilk, with consent of John Leslie of Balquhane, and in 
fulfilment of a contract of date 8th October, 1590, between the granter and 
Alexander Blackhall, portioner of Barray, conveyed to the latter, his heirs male 
and assignees whatsoever, the lands of Blackhall, with the manor and two crofts 
occupied by Alexander Ledingham and William Gavan, in the parish of 
Inverurie, together with the offices of coroner and forester of the Garioch ; to 
be held from the granter of the Crown, for services used and wont ; reserving 
to Jonet Strachin, relict of William Blackhall of that Ilk, the liferent of half 
of the said lands in which she had been infeft Confirmation dated at 
Edinburgh, snd August, 1610. 



Carta Alexandri Burnet de Leyis. 30 July, 1613. 

Jacobus . . . salutem Sciatis nos cum avisamento predilecd nostri fidelis et 
Eomiliaris consiliarij Alexandri Comitis de DurofermUng Domini Fyvie et 
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Urquhart, &c Magni Cancellarij regni nostri Scode Domini Gideonis Murray de 
Elibank milids nostri thesaurarij deputati et reliquoram DominOTum 
Commifisionarianim nostronim pro administratione nostrorum reddituum et 
casualitatum r^ni nustri Scotie nominatonim dedisse c<Hicessisse et disposuisse 
tenoreque presentis carte nosCre dare cuncedere et disponere dilecto nostro 
Alexandro Burnett de Leyis suisque heredibus et assignatis quibuscuoque 
hereditarie Tolas et int^ras villain et tenas de Blakhall cum manerie et loco 
maneriali de Blakhall (etc) una cum duabtis craftis terre ejusdem incumbentibus 
olim per Alexandrum Ledinghame et quondam Willielmum Gawane occupotis 
. . . infra parochiam de Innenirie et vicecomitatum nostrum de Abirdene 
unacum etiam officijs coronatoris et foirestaiij de Gareocb cum omnibus 
proiicuis, etc infra dictum vicecomitatum nostrum de Abirdene Quequidem terre 
offida ac alia pardculariter supra recitate cum pertinentiis perptius ad 
Alexandrum Blakhall de eodem hereditarie pertinuerunt et nunc in manibus 
nostris devenerunt nobis et ad nostiam dispositicmem spectant et pertinent 
per recognitionem teges nostri regni et privitegium nostre corone ob alienadcmem 
et dispositionem per dictum Alexandrum Blakhall de eodem aut quosdam ejus 
predicessores de predictis terris oflicijs et alijs supra-mentionatis Cactam absque 
consensu nostri seu nostrorum predicessorum ad id prius habito et obtento prout 
habuit Quia dicte terre de nobis et predicessoribus nostris per servitium warde 
et relevij tenentur et ita in manibus nostris per recognitionem ut premissum est 
devenerunt cum speciali et plena potestate dicto Alexandro Burnett de Leyis 
suisque heredibus et ass^^tis pro declaratorio dicti recognitionis eorum 
nominibus vel per concurrentiam nostri advocati aut eorum ambobus nominibus 
conjunctim coram judice competente prout de jure ordine vocandi et prosequendi 
Tenendas et faabendas totas et int^ras predictas villam et terras de Blakhall 
cum dicte manerie et loco maneriali de Blakhall . . . una cum etiam 
dicta officio coronatoris et forrestarij de Garreoch cum omnibus proficuis 
. . . prefato Alexandro Burnett de I^yis suisque heredibus et assignatis 
quibuscunque hereditarie de nobis et successonbus nostris in feodo et 
hereditate imperpetuum . . . Reddendo inde annuatim dictus Alexander 
Burnett de Leyis suique heredes et assignati predicti nobis et successoribus 
nostiis jura et servitia de predictis terris oflicijs et alijs supraspecificatis cum 
pertinentijs ante dictam resignationem debita et consueta tantum. In cuius 
rei testimonium huic present! carte nostre magnum sigillum nostrum apponi 
precepimus Tesdbus ut in alijs cartis consimilis date precedentibus. Apud 
Edinburgh penultimo die mensis Julij anno domini millesimo sexcentesiroo 
decimo tertio et regni nostn anno quadrogesimo septimo et undecimo. 
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Abstract op XVII. 



King James VI. grants to Alexander Burnett of Leys the lands of BlackhaU and 
the office of Coroner and Forester of the Garioch, formerly belonging hereditarily 
to Alexander BlackhaU of that Ilk, and in the King's hands by forfeiture on 
account <rf alienation of the same by him or his predecessors without the 
consent of the King or his predecessors, from whom the lands were held for 
service of ward and relief. At Edinburgh, 30th July, 1613. 



XVIII. 

Carta confirmationis Willielmi Blakhall et sue sponse. 16 April, 1630. 

Jacobins . . . Salutem Sciatis nos cum avisamento . Joannis 

Comitis Marrie . . . domini Gedionis Murray de Elibank militis . . . 
reliqaorumque dominorum commissionariorum died nostri regni quandam 
cartam et infeofamentum donationis venditionis alienationis factam et concessam 
per Alexandrum Blakhall de eodem . . . de mandato nostro visam 
. . . de plenum intellexisse sub hac forma 

Omnibus banc caitam visuris . Alexander Blakhall de eodem 

dominus terrarum aliarumque subscriptarum . . . salutem Noveritis me non 
vi aut metu ductum nee errore captum seu quovis dolo fraudeve circumventum 
sed mature avisatim vtilitate et commodo meis in hac parti vndique provisis 
pensatis et diligenter consideratis matura deliberatione prohabita et pro 
perimpletione certe mee partis cujusdam contractus matrimonialis initi et confect! 
inter me pro me ipso et nomine Gulielmi Blakhall mei filii natu maximi et heredis 
fq^rentis onusque in me pro eo suscipientem dictumque Gulielmum Blakhall 
cum consensu meo pro se suoque in re et interesse ab vna et Joannem 
Strathauchin de Clune quondam tutorem de Thometoun pro se et nomine 
Elizabethe Strathauchin ejus sororis germane nunc sponse dicti mei filii onusque 
in se pro ea suscipientem dictamque Elizabetham cum consensu sui fratns pro se 
suoque jure et interesse tanquam principales magistrum Joannem Strachauchin 
rectorem de Kincardin Oneill Davidem Tulloche de Craignistoun et Gulielmum 
Strathauchin quondam de Tillifroskie tanquam cautionarios partibus ab altera de 
data i^>ud Innercannie quarto die mensis Septembris anno domini millesimo 
sexcentesimo nono virtute cujusquidem contractus dictum Gulielmum Blakhall 
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meum filium et Elizabetbam Strathauchin secum in conjuncta tnfeodatione 
heredesque eonitn. In dicto contractu speciiicato in tenis subscriptis infeodare 
teneor provt in dicto contractu latius vberiusque continelur. Nee non pro 
nonnuUis pecuniarum sununis vsualis monete i^ni Scotie mihi per dictum 
Joannem Strathauchin secundum tenorem dicti contractus gratanter et Integre 
persolutis de quibusquidem summis me bene contentum fateor plenarieque et 
integre persolutum eundemque Joannem Strathauchin et cautionanos suos 
heredesque eorum et assignatos quoscunque de eisdem per presentos exonero et 
quietosclamo imperpetuum aliisque causis onerosis nttionique consonis animum 
meum ad hoc moventibus dedisse concessisse vendidisse titulo oneroso et pure 
venditionis alienasse hereditarie in feodo sine regessu aut reversione vlla 
dimisisse . . . prefatis Gutielmo Blakhall et Elizabethe Strachauchin ejus 
sponae secum in conjuncta infeodadone eorumque alteri diutius vivenii 
heredibusque masculis inter ipsos legitime procreatis scu procreandis quibus 
deficientibus heredibus niascutia et assignatis dicti Gulielmi quibuscunque quibus 
omnibus deficientibus mihi heredibus meis masculis et assignatis itenim revertendas 
omnes et singulas terras meas ville et terrarum de Blakhall cum manerie et loco 
maneriali de Blakhall hortis stagnis lacubus partibus et pertinentiis earundem vna 
cum duabua croflis terre iisdem incumbentibus quondam per Alexandnim 
Ledinghame et quondam Gulielmum Gawan occupatas . jacentes 

infra parochiam de Inverurie et vicecomitatum nostrum de Abiidene. Necnon 
prefato Gulielmo Blakhall sibi heredibus suis masculis et assignatis quibus 
deficientibus mihi heredibus meis masculis et ass^atis iterum revertenda ofBcia 
coronatoris et rorrestarii de Garrieouche cum omnibus proficuis et devoriis 
earundem . . . Reservando tamen mihi in vitali redditu durante vita roea 
et pro toto tempore ejusdem predicta otficia coronatoris et forrestarii de 
Garriauch Tenendas ... a me heredibus meis masculis et 

assignatis de S. D. N. rege heredibus suis et successoribus Scorie R^ibus in 
feodo et hereditate imperpetuum . . . Reddendo inde anuuarim . . . i 
jura et servitia . . . debita et consueta tantum . . . Et ^o vero 
prcfolus Alexander Blakhall de eodem heredesque mei masculi et assignati 
quicunque Tolas et int^ras predictas. . . . prefatis Gulielmo Blakhall et 
Elizabethe Strathauchin ejus sponse . . . nee non predicta oflida coronatoris 
et forrestarii de Gariauche . . . prefato Gulielmo Blakhall . . . contra 
omnes mortates warrantizabimus Insuper . . . [precept sas.] 

. . . In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti carte mee preceptum sasine in 
se continent! (manu Joannis Gordoun sevitoris M^stri Roberti IMvidsoun 
Advocati Abredoneis commoran scripte) meaque manu subscripte sigillum meum 
proprium armonim est ^pensum apud Abirdene vigesimo ttitio die mensis 
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Novembiis anno domini millesimo aezcentesimo decitno coram his testibus 
Alexandre Jaffray burgeasi de Abirdene Alexandro Burnet seniore burgensi dicti 
burgi MagistTo Roberto Davidsone advocato antedicto Magistro Thoma 
Davidsone ejus servitore et dicto Joanne Gordoun presendum scriba. 

Quam quidem cartamet . . . confirmainus Salvis omni modo nobis et 
successoribus nostris juribus et servidis omnium et singulanim et terramm 
aUommque supra spedficatorum nobis et piedicessoribus nostris ante banc 
presentem nostram confinnadonem debids et consueds tantum Preterea volumus 
et concedimus ac pro nobis et successoribus nostris decemtmus et ordinamus 
quod hec presente nostra confinnado est ac omnibus temporibus futuris tanti 
erit valons roboris fortitudinis et efficacie dicto WilUelmo Blakhall et ejus 
sponse ac si eadem ipsis die et data dicti infeofamend et ante sasinam (s^e sic) 
per dictum Willielmum Blakhall ejusque sponsam de predicds tenis aliisque 
Kupraspedficatis hactenus captam data et concessa fuisset non obstante 
eadem (signe sic) per ipsos de eisdem hactenus capta penes quod omnesque alios 
defectus et defectiones que desuper sequi poterint nos pro nobis nostrisque 
predictis per presentes dispensamus. In cujus rei testimonium huic presend carte 
nostre confirmadonts magnum sigillum nostrum apponi precepimus. Tesdhus vt 
in aliis cards consimilis date precedendbus. Apud Edinburgh quarto die mensls 
Aprilis anno domini millesimo sexcentesimo vigesimo regnonim nostrorum 
annis quinquagesimo tertio et decimo octavo. 



Abstract of XVIII. 

Jakes VI. confirms a charter of date 33rd November, rfiio, bj which Alexander 
Blackball of that Ilk, in fulfilment of a marriage contract between his son, 
William Blackhall, and Elizabeth Strathauchin, sister of John Strathauchin of 
Clune, some time Tutor of Thornton, conveyed to the said William and 
Elizabeth, and the survivor and their heirs male, whom failing the heirs male 
and assignees whatsoever of the said William, whom failing to the granter 
aiHl his heirs male and assignees, the lands of Blackhall, with the manor 
and manor place of Blackhall, and two crofts formerly occupied by Alexander 
Ledingham and William Gawan ; also to the said William Blackhall the offices 
of coroner and forester of the Garioch, reserving the liferent thereof to the 
granter; to be held from the granter and his heirs male and assignees, of 
the Crown, for services used and wont. Confirmadon dated at Edinburgh, 
4th ^Miil, 1690. 

u 



c by Google 



146 BLACKBALLS OF THAT ILK AND BARRA 

XIX. 

The Will of WiUiam Blakhall of that Ilk. 

. . . 1693. — WiLUAy Blakhall of that Ilk departit this lyff the 37 of 
November 1623 yeir buriit in the Kirit of Invervry, quhaes testament followes 

The Testament St LeHte Will of William Blakhall of that Ilk maid be him 
selff in his awin hous in Blakhall the ai September 1623 yeiris befor vitnesses 
William Johnstoun Balzea in Invervry Mr. Alexr. . . . Michael* & Mr. 
James Mill. 

Inventar. 

In the first be hes in his possessioun ten diavin oxin pryce of the pace 
overheid auchteine merkis, Item sevin ky pryce of the peice aucht pundes, 
Item yeild nolt sex steires and ane quyok heiroff' of thne yeir auld 
steiris thrie pryce of the peice 40s. Item auld scheip thrie score pryce of 
the peice over heid Threttie s. Item tuelET hogcs pryce of the peice 135. 4d. 
Item four hofs pryce of the peice Tuentie four merks. . . , tua meires the 
ane esteemed to xx merkes. . . . Vther ane auld beest esteemed to 40s. 
Item aitis in yerd and bame ten score bollts pryce of the boll over held four lib. 
Item beir fourteine bollis pryce of the boll ten merkes. Item Insight and 
plenishing esteemed to fourty lib by the airschip quhilk he estemes to ane 
hundredth lib. 

Dettes resting to the said William. Item the tennentis of the auldtoune of 
Knokinglaw. Thomas Diky William Duncan and William Wat fyve chalderis 
ferme victual) of this instant crope 1623 tua part m^l third part beir at aucht lib. 
the boll, Item William Gellan ane firlot beii and 30s. 

Dettes restand be the said Wlliam to otheris. 
Item to William Blakhall in the Leyes ane thowsand lib borrowit money 
quhairon be his ane obligatioun. Item mair to the said William Blakhall ane 
hundredth merkes of profeit. Item to Gib Low ane hundreth lib borrowit 
money, Item to Alexander Chalmer Cowper in Aberdeen tuo hundreth & ten 
merkes to Witsonday, Item to Mr. James Mill minister at Invervry ane hundreth 
merkes money resting for ane chalder boght victuall Item to the Lard 
of Balquhan ane chalder teynd victuall tua part meill third part beir 
quhairof we ar in vse of peyment to our minister, Item to James Elphinstoun erf 
Glak four hundret and feftie fywe merkes quhairupon he hes ane obligatioun, 

* Prolablf Ht. Alexander Hitcbell, who wm tdioolmutcr in loremy, ud one of tbe 
witaenc* of the btptim of Wiltiam Blaekh^'i ooljaoo, John, in 1617 f/^mti MUTi S^iOtr). 
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Item (o I^itrik Jak lessee xx lb. Item to Robert BUkhall for Im and salt ten 
lib, Item to Alexander Donald fourtte merkes borrowit money, Item to the Kirk 
box (rf Invemy ten merkes, Item to John Mak Heritor of &e 4 lib. 

L^acie. 

He leiffes his saall to God &c He leiffes his woholl geii to be equally 
partit unoi^es his four bames sez John, Margrat, Janet, and Kathann Blakhallis, 
he )ei£fes his haill Bames to his wyff Elizabeth Strachane and nominates and 
leiffes his said spous Tutrix to his haill bames & nominates his said spous his 
executrix and to Intromet with his haill guidis and geiris and sche to pey all his 
debtes. He nominates Sir Thomas Bumet of Leyes Knycht, James Burnet of 
Craigmyll, Mr. Robert Bumet, advocat in Edinburgh, John Stiachan Tutor of 
Thomtoune, Mr. Patrik Meatland of Auchincreiff & John Seton of Minness 
curatoris to his bames, and overseeris that they get no wronge. 

Mr. Ja : Mill minister at Inverury vith my hand. 



Action for reduction brought by John, Earl of Mar, against the 
Blackballs. 26 Mar., 1635. 

In the actioun and caus persewit at the instance of Johne now Erie of Mar 
Lord Erskene and Gareoche quha is heritablie infeft and seasit be umqle. Johne 
Erie <rf Mar his fother In all and hdll the Erledome of Mar and lordschipe of 
Gareoche Off the quhilk Erledome of Mar and lordschipe of Gareoche the 
landis mylnes offices and utheris efterspeit ar propper pairtis and pertinentis And 
quhilk vmqle. Johne Erie of Mar was air servit and retourit to vmqle. Dame 
Issobell Dowglas Countes of Mar To quhom and hir aids efter mentionat 
The said Erledome of Mar and Lordschip of Gareoche wes given confirmit and 
disponit to (by) umqle. King Robert the third of worthie memorie in the moneth 
of Januar jm. ITour hundrethe and ffour yeiris Lyikas the sd. umqle. Johne Erie of 
Mar was servit and retourit air To umqle. Johne Erie of Mar his father quha wes 
air to umqle. Robert Erie of Mar his foirgrandschir's father Quhilk umqle. 
Robert Erie of Mar was servit and retourit air to the said umqle. Dame Issobell 
Douglas Countes c^ Mar To the quhilk umqle. Dame Issobell the said Erledome 
and lordschippe wes confirmit and disponit in maner foirsaid. As alswa the 
said umqle. John Erie of Mar was servit and retourit air to umqle. Dame 
Margaret Countes of Mar dochter to umqle. Donald the second Erie of Mar and 
to umqle. Th<miBs Erie of Mar son to the said umqle. Donald, And to the said 
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umqle. Donald Erie of Mar brother to umqle. Helein <rf Mar, quha was grand- 
dame of the said umqle. Robert Erie of Mar Lord Erekene quha wes gntndshir 
to umqle. Alexr. Lord Erskin foir grandshir to the said umqle. Johne 
Erie of Mar, and to umqle. Gartiuy Erie of Mar father to the said 
Helein of Mar, and to umqle. Donald Erie of Mar guidshir to the said 
Gartnay Lyikas also be speciall act of Parliament maid be his Majesties umqle. 
darrest father and the thrie esteattis in the monethe of July in the yeir of God 
jni. yc. fouiBcoir sevin yeirs It is fund and declairil that the said umqle. Dame 
Issobell Dowglas Countes of Mar was lawfiiUie infeft in the said Erledome and 
Lordschippe And that the said umqle. Robert Erie of Mar Lord Erskene to 
quhom the said umqle. Jbhne Erie of Mar is air be prt^res as said is was servit 
and retourit to the said umqle. Dame Issobell Dowglas Countes of Mar, at the 
least at the instance of the said Johne now Erie of Mar* Quhom the said umqle. 
Johne Erie of Mar his father is obleist to infefl in all and hail) the said Erledome 

* Some pointi in Ihe Mir pedigree given in this document kte of incidentai iatetett 
The desigTutiaii oT Daatdd, Eul of Mar, u the " Second " Earl, indicates Earl Gialnej' u 
the first oi stem ancestor (v.s. p. 5), although we know he was not the first Earl of Hu, 
as is indeed admitted by the pnrsuer lower down, who abo- took the precanlioo of being 
retoured to Donald, Earl of Mar, the (atha (guidshii) of Giatner. Helen of Mai was, 
moreover, the great-grandmother, not the grandmother of Sir Robert Enkioe, as the is 
termed in this document (v.s. p. 5). Sir Robert Enkine himself is otedilcd with the Earldom 
of Mar, after the manner of uncrowned Kings and the ancestral Chinanuui, "at lead at 
(he instance of the said Johne now Earl of Mar"! It is clear that in Ihe mind of the 
pursuer in this action there was no qnettion of the new Earldom of Mar, now heM by Ibe 
Earl of Mar and KcUic, hot of a restoration, with all its privilege* and pooscsBons of Ibe 
old Earldom, which was claimed, and is now borne by special grant by the Eail of Mar, 
sometime Mr. Goodeve-Ecskiae. To the non-legal mind it would appear that a reference 
to the phraseology of these actions for reduction, however iniquitous in themselves these 
may have been, would have slmplilied the concepticnvs of the learned tribunal which decided 
the Mar Peerage case. It is difficult, indeed, to imagine, from the standpoint of the 
pursuer in Mar s. Blaekkall, what possiUe locus itatidi the Eail of Kellie ooald posaem in 
the matter of the Mar Peerage, for the whole bntden of the case for the pursnei rested (m 
(he assumed continuity of inheritance and posaeasion from the ancient Earldom of Mai, and 
(his was not altered, so far as I remember, by the conditions of the restoration after the 
foireilure of 1715. If, nevertheless, the judgment of the House of Lords in the Mar Pcciage 
case was correct, as may be contended (v.s. p. 73]. it goes to show, the suSidently patent ftet, 
(hat nather the will of the Soveidgn (James VI.), nor an Act of Parliament <I587). nor a 
decision of the Supreme Court of a country (1635), can necessarily determine the truth any more 
than they can necessarily a degree of longitude, as someone has remarked. But if this reversal 
after two centuries by the House of Lords of the deciw»s of the Scottish Courts be justifiable, 
it ought suiely to caiiy with it, but toi some statute of limitation, the invalidation of (he purchase 
of (he Mar superiorities which were granted to the Mar family by the now rcvc 
of the Scottish CourU.— A. M, 
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of M«r and Lofdschif^ of Gareoche with the pairtis pendicles and pertumits 
And quhom he hath maid cessioner and assigney in and to all actioun of 
reductioun and improbatioun competent to him ffor reduceing and improveing 
of qtswmever richts infeftments and titles of the saidis landis mylneg offices and 
uthets efterspeit And thairby the said Johne now Eiie of Mar persewar hes guid 
and undoubtit richt to penew the actioun of Improbatioun and reductioun 
efterspeit And als at the instance of Sr. Thomas Hope of Ciaighall Knyt 
Baronet his hienes advocat ffor his Majesties enties In swa far as c<Hicemes the 
Improbatioun of the writtis and utheiis eftermentionat callit to be improvin 
Againes infer aiias Alexander Strauchane in Tulquholsie, Alexander Blackhall 
elder of that Ilk Johne Blackhall younger thairof his oy, Mariorie Strauchane 
relict of umqle. William Blackhall his mother, Robert Blackhall son to umqle. 
William Blackhall burgess of Aberdeen, John Garmuke in Daviot, Sir Alexander 
Strauchane of Thometoun, George Moresone burgess of Aberdene, and William 
Foiraythe tA Dyikis; anent the productbn of inter alias (i) Charter granted 
be the said Alexr. £rle of Mar and Gareoch to umqle. Johne Blackball of that 
Ilk sone and air of umqle. William Blakhall of that Ilk of the Crownarschippe 
of the Lordschippe of Gareoch To be haldin of him and his successors Erlea 
of Mar and Gareoch be service of ward and releiff qubilk charter is of the dait 
the tuentie aucht day of November the yeir of God j"- iiij*^ threttie thrie 
yeiris. (a) Item ane charter made and grantit be the said King James the 
second of worthte memorie to vmqie. John Blackhall of the lands of Blakhall 
and of the said office of fonestrie of Gareoche lyand w*in the said r^alitie 

therof and shiretfdome foirsaid daittit the sevint of the yeir of God 

jia. ijijc f^f^ie ^f^^ sevin yeiiis, with the precept of seasing following therupon ctf 
the dait of the said charter; and the Instrument of Seasing givin confbrme 

tberto under the s^e and subscriptioun of notar, of the dait the -. 

day of the yeir of God j"- iiij*- fiftie — yeiris : To have been seen 

and considered by the Lords of Council, and to have- heard and seen the saids 
charters, &c, bein reduceit, retreitit, rescindit, cassit, annullit, decemit and 
declairit to have bein from the bt^nning to be now and in all tyme cwming 
nuU and of nane availl force nor effect, with all that hes foUowit or may follow 
thereupon ; because they are alledged to be false and ^nzied.* The pursuers 

* It U ammiiig to note the judicioiu teapect shown br the meoMTy of the roy>l and 
impeccable granter, and the prompt ascription of fraud and Coiseiy lo the unfoitaiiBte 
rejHvseotatives of the grantee, who oo inconveniently croraed the path of the pOTstier in thu 
cue. This hectoring assumption of ihe BudUE of Ihe period was icarcelr jtntified by dw 
exhaostivc natare of Ihe proof pioduc«d b]> the defendants, DotwithstandiDE ' the entertainii^ 
a nltimatel; reached hy the Coorl.— A. M. 
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compeared b; the said Sr. Thomas Hope of Crai^udl Knyt Baronet his 
hienes advocat, Sr. Lues Stewart, Mr. Thomas Nicolsone and Mr. David 
Pfymrois their procurators, quba upon the Sburtein day of Februar j*^ vj'- 
threttie four yeiris declairit that they insistit onlie at that time upon the sud 
summonds for reduction of the writs and evidents thairby callit for upon the 
fbirsaid reassone of reduction above-mentioned lybellit thair againes And for 
dedairing of the undoubtit richt of the landis and uthers efter specified to have 
pertained to the said umqle. John Erie of Mar and to the said Johne now Erie 
of Mar then designed John Lord Eiskine and did not insist at that time 
upon the reasson of Improbation abovespecifeit in respect that the defenders 
compeirand thairindll had alreddie produdt ; As also declared that he passed 
from certain of the defenders therein named, and insisted only against itUer aiios 
John Blakhall of that Ilk, JohiK Blakhall, Mariorie Strauchane his mother, for 
reduction of their richts and infeftments of the lands after spedfied, viz. : the 
lands of Thometoun, Blakhall, Office of forrastrie of Gareoch and ciownarschippe 
thairof, &c. : And sicklyke on i ith February last, passed pro loco et ten^ort Irom 
Johne Blakhall of that Ilk and Mariorie Strauchane his mother, in respect the 
said John is minor, and his mother only lyfrentar, Provyding the samyne passing 
fia infer not any prescriptioun of this summonds in their &vour8, but that the 
foirsaid citation salbe ane sufficient interruption in favour of the pursuer, 
notwithstanding of thair passing Ira at this tyme: After an interioqutour 
protiounoed and intimated to the parties, and the said action and parties 
thairupon called, and desired to produce and dispute for thair clyants, compeared 
Mr. Robert Burnet advocate, as procurator for inUr aiios Johne Blakhall of that 
Ilk and Marjorie Strauchane his mother ; and produced for them. 

(i) Ane charter granted be Alexr. Earle of Mai and Gareoch to Johne 
Blackball of that Ilk of the crownarschippe of the said Lordschippe of Gareoch 
daittit 18 November 1433 with ane seall. 

(3) Item ane decreit absolvitour of ane assyse in ane justice court within the 
regalitie of Gaieoche in favour of Johne Blakhall daittit the 18 of May 1418, 
anent the crownarschippe with ane seill and nyne uther vestiges. 

(3) Item ane charter granted be the Kingis Mat**- to the said Johne Blakhall 

of that Ilk and crownar foirsaid daitit the sevint day of r457, with ane 

wome seall. 

(4) Item the Kinges confirmatioun under the great seall of the fourt pairt 
landis of Blackball grantit be Williame Meames to Robert Blackball daitlit the 
30 of December 1491, to be halden of Johne Erie of Mar. 

(5) Item ane Instrument of Seasing following upon the said charter grantit be 
the said Williaio Meames to the said Robert Blackball of the said fourt pairt 
landis of Blackball of the daitt the sextein of At^ust r49i, notar Andro Bissett 
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(6) Item ane charter gtantit be the Kinges Mat'*- to WiUiame Blackhall of 
that Ilk of the haUTe landis of Folio and Blackwatter and the town and landia of 
Blackhall of the dait the Sburtein of November 1503 seillit 

(7) Item ane Instrument of Seasing quhair William Blackhall is seased, 
following on the Precept out of the Chancellary of the dait the tent of Septemb^, 
notar, Thomas SmTthe, 

(8) Item ane charter of the ffourt pairt landis of Blakhall grantit be John 
Blackhall son to the said Robert Blackhall to William Blackhall of that Ilk, 
daittit the 30 of Merche 1508. 

(9) Item an Instniment of Seasing of the landis of Blackball, FoUa and 
Blakwatter and forrestschippe and crownerschippe of Gareoche givin to William 
Blakhall son to the said William Blakhall of that Ilk, proceiding on the Sheriff 
of Aberdene his precept daittit the penult t^ Febniar 1513 notar Sir Georg 
Patersone. 

(10) Item ane Instrument of Seasing quhair William Blakhall son and air of 
the said William Blackhall of that Ilk, is seasit in the saidis landis followii^ 00 
ane Precept out of the Chancellerie daittit the aucht of May 1548. 

(i i) Item ane Precept out of the Chancellane ITor seasii^ Williame Blakhall 
and Jonet Strauchane his spous daittit the nynt of Februani 1550 in the saidis 
landis. 

(12) Item ane Instrument of Seasing of the haill landis of Blackhall givin to 
William Blakhall of that Ilk, proceidii^ upon ane Precept out of the Chancellery 
daittit 30 of Aprile 1551 notar Gilbert , upon his awin resignation. 

(13) Item ane Instrument of Seasing of the landis of Blakhall and Office cS 
Crownarschippe foirsaid givin to William Blakhall sone and air to William 
Blackhall of that Ilk, proceiding on ane Precept out of the Chancellarie following 
on ane retour daittit the first of August 15S1, notar, William Bruce. 

(14) Item ane charter of the landis of Blakhall grantit be Alexander 
Blakhall of that Ilk, to Alexander Blackhall portioner of Baira of the dait the 34 
Mairche 1591. 

(15) Item ane Instrument of Seasing following thairupon dfuttit the twentie 
fyft of Merche 1591 notar, Mr. Alexr. Ftaser. 

(16) Item the Kinge's Confinnatioun under the greit seill of the foirsaid 
charter daittit the second of August 1610. 

(17) Item ane charter be Alexander Blackball of that Ilk to William 
Blackhall his sone and appeiiand air and Elizabethe Strauchane his spous, of all 
and haill the saids landis of Blakhall of the dait the Z3d day of November 1610. 

(18) Item ane Instrument of Seasing following thdnipon of the samyne 
dait, Johne Robeitsone notar. 
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(19) Item ane Piocuntoiie of Res^nation of the towne and Undis of 
BItJcbaU maid be Alexander BlakhaU of that Ilk in favours of William BlakhaU 
his sone and Elizabethe Sttauchan his spous daittit the tuentie third of November 
1610. 

{ao) Item the Kinges Confirmatioune mider the Great Sdll of ane chaiter 
grantit be the said Alexander BlakhaU to the said William Blakhall his sone and 
to Elizabethe Strauchane his spous, oflf the landis of BlakhaU of the dait the fbuit 
of Aprill 163 a 

(ar) Item ane charter of the landis of Autdtoun of Knokindolewis grantit 
be his Mat^^ under the Great Seill To Williame Blakhall appeiiand of that Ilk 
proceiding on the resignatioune of Jobne Leslie elder and John Leslie younger 
of Balquhan, of dait the sevint of August 1610 : 

There was also produced for the part of WilKam Seytoun of Meldrum, 
amwig other writs, the followit^ viz. : 

Item ane confirmatioun of Williame Blakhall his charter givin to Mr Aleaouider 
Blackhall his sone of the saidis landis of Bouitie, &c., under the Great Seill 
daittit the 30 of Februar 1547. 

Item ane seasing following on ane Precept grantit be the said WUiame to the 
said Mr. Alexander Quhairby the said Mr. Alexander is infeft in the saidis landis, 
daittit the secund of Merche 1547 notar thairto Olipber LAmbie. 

Item ane Instrument erf Resignation qubair the said Mr. Alexander be his 
procuratorie resignes the siudis lands in the Kinges bandis, ffbr new infeibnent to 
be givin to Alexander Blakhall his sone daittit the tlirid of September 1574 notar, 
Patrik Faydler. 

Item ane chaiter following upon the said resignatioune under the great seill 
givin to the sud Alexander Blakhall of the saidis landis, daittit 3 September 
1574. 

Item ane Precept of Seasing following thainipon of the samyn dait 

Item the said Alexander Blackhall his seasing fotlowmg thainipon daittit 
the 36 Aprile 1575 Williame Bruce notar. 

Item ane ChaRer under the Great Seill of the sony halffe landis of Baira, 
halffe landis of Westirhous, halif landis of Fillaw, halff landis of Eschinheid, 
halffe landis of Fuird, hatff landis of Fuirdailhous, halffe landis of Bourtie, sext 
pairt landis of Pe^eveny, haUf landis of Muirtoune and utheris landis therein 
specified fdlowing upon the Resignatioun of James Seytoun and Alexander 
Blackhall grantit to Mr. George Seytoun daittit the 36 of Januar 1598. 

Item ane Precept of Seu^ following thainipon of the samen dait 

Item ane Instrument of Seasing following thairupon daittit ihe sevint of 
Aprile 1599. Mr. WiUiame Andersone notar. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX IX 153 

The Lords of Council redoMS, Ktreits, rescindis, cum and annoUla the ftrir 
sai<fi9 haill writts and evidentis perticularlie above mentioned, produced for the part 
of the saids defenders, and decerns the same to be null and vend from the 
beginning and henceforth, and finds that the saids lands with (their pertinents f) are 
proper parts of the Earldom of Mar, remained in the person of the said umquhile 
Dame Issobell Dowglas, and consequently that the undoubted heritable right thereof 
pertained to the said umquhile John LAte Earl of Mar, who was heir served and 
retoured to the said umquhile Dame Issobell Douglas Countess of Mar; and 
consequently now pertain to the said John now Karl of Mar (styled in the said 
Summonds John Lord firskine) as having right thereto from his said umquhile 
lather. 



Retour (rf Special Service, John Blackhall to bis iatber, William 
BlackhaU of that Ilk. 19 Sept. 1643- 

Hec Inquisitio legitime facta fiiit in curia vicecomitatus de Aberdein tenta in 
pretorio ejusdem vigesimo nono die mensis Septembris anno Domini mtltesimo set- 
centesimo quadr^esimo tertio virtute literanim dispcnsationis domnoram consifij 
et sessionis S.D.N. Regis dispensantium cum tempore feriato coram discrete viro 
Willielmo Cordiner vicecomite deputato dicti vicecomitatus pro tribunali sedentt 
sectis vocatis in curia l^time inchoata et aflmnata per hos probos et fideles 
patrie homines subscHptos viz. Magistrum Thomam Gray ballivum bu^ de 
Aberdein loanne laflSray decanum gilde dicti burgi Thomam Buck Normandum 
Arbuthnot Alexandrum Robertsone lacobum Smyth Adamum Gordomi 
loannem Cniikshank Alexandmm Hendrie Georgium Duncane Tacobum 
Ferq'- Alexandmm Galloway Alexandmm Murray Ricardum Alexando- omnes 
burgenses dicti burgi et Robertum Irwing in Ryhill Qui lurati dicunt magno 
Sacramento interveniente quod quortdam WilUelmtis Blakhall de eodem pater 
loannis Blakhall latoris presentium obiit ultimo vestitus et sasitus ut de feodo ad 
pacem et fidem quondam S.D.N. lacobi Dei gratia Magne Britannie Francie et 
Hibemie Regis fideique defensoris beate memorie in totis et integris terrn 
ville et terraram de Blakhall cum manerie et loco maneriaK de Blakhall cum 
hortis stagnis lacubus partibus et pertinentiis eamndem unacum duabus crofHa 
terre ejusdem incumbentibus quondam per Alexandmm Le<iHnghame el quondam 
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Willielmum Gellan occupatis '. . . jacentibus infia parochiani de Innemrie 
et dictum vicecomitatum de Aberdeen Necnon in totis el integris offidis 
coronatoris et forrestarij de Gariocbe ... Ac etiam in tola et integra villa 
et tenia de Atildtoun de Knokinblewis . . . jacentibus infra barontam de 
Batquhayne parochia de Innenirie et infra vicecomitatum predictum cumque 
special! Hbertate jactandi ducendi et abducendi glebas infra glebarJum de 
Fettemeir et in glebariis ejusdem liberoque introitu et exitu per omnes vias et 
exitus necessarias in et ad dictas tenas de Auldloun per terras de Fettemeir 
toties quoties opus fuerit Et quod dictus loannis Qlakhall est legitimus el 
propinquior heres masculus ejusdem quondam Willielmi Blakhall sui patris 
. . . Et quod est l^time etatis. Et quod omnes et singule prefate terrc 
ville et terrarum de Blakhall . Necnon dicta officia coronatoris et 

forrestarij de Garrioch . . . ut predidtur nunc valent pet annum summam 
quatuoT libramm usualis monete regni Scotie. Et quod valuerunt per annum 
tempore pads summam quadraginta solidorum ejusdem monete Et quod predicte 
ville et terre de Auldtoun de Knokinblewis . . . nunc valent per annum 
summam quadraginta solidorum monete presciiptum Et quod valuerunt per 
annum tempore pacis summam viginti solidorum ejusdem monete Et quod 
omnes et singule prefate terre ville et terrarum de Blakhall et dicta officia 
coronatoris et forrestarij de Garioch cum dictis duabus croftis aliisque 
suprascriptis Necnon predicte villa et terre de Auldtoun de Knokinblewis cum 
dedmis garbalibus earundem indusis aliisque omnibus particulariter antedictis 
tenentur immediate in capite de S.D.N. Rege et suis successoribus pro servitio 
warde et relevij Et quod predicte terre ville et terrarum de Blakhall cum 
manerie et loco maneriali de Blakhall . . . sunt prout fuerunt in manibus 
Etizabethe Straqufaan relicte dicte quondam Willielmi Blakhall ac immediate 
tenentis dicti S.D.N. Regis earundem condnuo a decessu dicti quondam 
WiUidmi sui mariti Et quod dicta villa et terre de Knokinblewis cum dedmis 
garbalibus earundem inclusis ceterisque particulariter prescriptis eisdem 
spectantibus existunt prout extitenmt in manibus dicti S.D.N. R^is continuo a 
decessu dicti quondam Willielmi Blakhall patris dicti loannis qui decessit mense 
Septembris anno Domini millesimo sexcentesimo vigesimo tertio extendentibus 
ad spatium viginti annonim aut eo drca ratione warde et nonintioitus respective 
viz. per spatium octodecem annomm ratione warde et per spatium duwum 
aimorum ladone nonintroitus in defectu predicti loannis Blakhall veri beredis 
masculi earundem jus suum hujusque minime prosequentis. Datum et clausum 
sub sigUlo offidj vicecomitatus de Aty^ necnon sub sigillis quorundam eonim qui 
dicta inquisitioni interfiierunt ac per me Magistrum loannem Chalmer clericum 
conjunctum dicti vicecomitatus subscriptum. Sic subscribitur. I. Chalmer. 
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Abstkact of XXI. 



A JURY, summoned by William Cordiner, Sheriff Depute of Aberdeen, finds 
that William Blackball of that Ilk, who died in September,* 1613, was infeft in 
the lands of Blakhall and in the offices of coroner and foiester of the Garioch, 
in the lands of Auldtoun of Knockinblewis in the barony of Balquhayne ; that 
John Blakhall is lawful heir of the deceased his fathei ; that the annual value of 
the said lands of Blakhall and said offices is £4 and was in time of peace 40s., 
of the lands of Auldtoun of Knockinhlewis 40s. and aos., that the sud lands 
ai>d offices aie held of the King by service of ward and relief, and have been, 
since the death, Blackball in the hands of Elizabeth Strachan, widow of William 
Blakhall, and Knockinhlewis in the hands of the King — eighteen years of ward 
and two years of non entry. At Aberdeen, 39th S^>tember, 1643. 



XXII. 

Instrument of Seasing given to Patrick Forbes in Nether Mondumo 
and Margaret Blackball his spouse, of the Maynes of Blackball, etc 
(by John Blackball of that Ilk) presented be George Gawin Wryter 
in Aberdeine upon the nynt day of Apryle j"- yj'=- and fiftie yeares 
and r^ipstrat as efter followes. 

. . . In Dei Nomine Amen per hoc presens pubhcum instnimentum cunctis 
pateat evidenter et sit notum quod anno incamationts dominice millesimo 
sexcentesimo quinquagesimo mensis vero Apntis die octavo Regnique Supremi 
Domini Nostri Caroli . . . anno secundo In mei notarii publici oc testium 
subscriptorum presenda personatiter comparuit probus adolescens Joannes Kaij 
servus Patricii Forbes in Nether Mondumo actomatus seu procurator et eo 
nomine died Patricii Forbes et Margarete Blackball ejus sponse de cuius 
procuratoris mandato mibi notario publico subscripto lucide constabat habeuns et 
tenens suis in manibus quondam cartam pergameno scriptam preceptum sasine in 
se condnentem factam datam et concessam prefatis Patricio Forbes et Margarete 
Blackball conjugibus eommque alter! diutius vivend in conjuncta infeodadone 
eorumque heredibus et assignatis quibuscunque hereditarie sub reversione inibi 
ex^wessis per Joannem Blackball de Kodem filium I^tdmum et heredem 

•Williuii BkcUwIl of that Ilk died, occordiog to /am^ MiWt R^ttr, on NoTcmber 
S7th, 1633. 
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masculum quondam Wilielm! BladduUl de Eodem ac heTeditarium propnetarium 
teTTanim alionimque subscripUnim cum pertinendis pro sasina et possesskme 
danda memoiatis Patricio Forbes et Margarete Blackball conjugibus eonimque 
antedictis Totonira et inte^roruin iltoram duonun aratronim vocatanim lie 
Maynes de Blackball cum duobis croftis eiusdetn pertinentibus et incumbentibus 
cum manerei loco domibus, etc. . . . infra paiochiam de Inverurie et 
vicecomitatum de Aberdeine . . . Insuper dilectis meis Georgio Gawin 
scribe Edinburgi et vestium cuilibet conjunctim et divisim ballivis meis in Itac 
parte specialiter et in-evocabiliter constitutis salutem vobis precipio et finnita 
mando quatenus visis presentibus indilate statum sasinam hereditariam pariter et 
possessionem realem actualem et corporalem totorum et int^^ronim predictonun 
duonim aratiorum vocatanim lie Maynes de Blackball cum dictis domibus croftis 
eisdem pertinentibus et incumbentibus cum dictis manerei loco domibus, etc. 
. . , Memorato Patricio Forbes et Maigarete Blackball ejus conjugi vel 
eonim certo actomato presentium latori per terre et lapidis fimdi dictarum 
tenaium ut moris est traditionem et deliberationem secundum tenorem prescripte 
caite mee juste haberi fad^is tradads et deliberetis seu alter vestrum txadat et 
deliberet sine dilatione et hoc nullo modo ommittatis ad quod faciendum vobis 
et vestrum cuilibet conjunctim et divisim ballivis meis in hac parte antedictis 
meam pla n a ri a m et irrevocabilem tenore presentium commttto potestatem. In 
cujua rei teatimooium presentibus ex cbyra^apho GullieUni Chalmer notarii 
pi^ci mami mea scriptanun sigillum meura proixium est appensum. Apud 
Berrahillock tertio die meosis Januarii anno domini millesimo sexcentesimo 
quinquagesimo Coram his testibus Hugone Forbes Willielmus Forbes filiis dicti 
Patricii et Thoma Ethringtoune meo servitore sic subscribitur Jo^ Blackball Hew 
Forbes witnes, William Forbes witnes Thomas Ethringtoune witnes. . , . 
PiesOTtibuB ibidem Joanne Angus Roberto Bumet et Willielmo Ar^us in 
Blaekhall et Joanne Johnstoun in Inverurie testibus ad premissa vocads pariterque 
rogatis! Et ego vero Willielmus Chalmer clericus Abredonensis diocesis 
auctoritate ragali notarius publicus, etc (in conmuni forma). 

Abstract of XXII. 

Sasine is granted 8th April, 1650, to Patrick Forbes in Nether Mondumo and 
Margaret Blackball, his wife, of the Maynes of Blackball in virtue of a charter, 
with precept of sasine, by John Blackball of that Ilk, granting the said Maynes 
to the said Patrick and Margaret and the survivor in conjunct fee with remainder 
to their heira and assigns whomsoever; dated at Berrahillock, 3rd Januuy. 1650. 
Among the witnesses are Hugh and William Forbes, sons of the grantees. 
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XXIII. 



Instrument of Seasing givin to Fnnds Abercrombie eldest lawful sone 
and appearand aire to Alexander Abercrombie of Fettemeir, off 
Blackball, manner place, eta, Presentit be tbe Laird upon the 
tenth day of March j"- vf- fyftie and seavin yeires and r^jistrat as 
efter followes. 

Ih the name of God amen, Be it knowin to all quhom it concemis this 
present publict instrument That upon the fyft day of March j"^ vf- fyftie 
seavin yeires In presence of the nottar publict and witnesses underwritten 
omnpeired William Melwing induetler in Fettemeir procurat procurator actotney 
in name and behalf of ane worthie gentleman Francis Abercrombie eldest lawful 
son and appearand aire to Alexander Abercrombie of F^temeir off quhais 
|m>ciuatorie and power I had certaine knowledge having and holdii^ in his 
haodis ane chatter conteining precept of seasing made and grantit be Patrick 
Forbes <rf Blackball, sometime in Neather Mondmno with spedall advyse and 
consent of Margaret Blackball his spouse and the said Margaret Blackhall for 
benelff to the said Francis Abercombie his aires and asstgnis off all and haill 
the tonne and landis of Blackhall, manner place therof tofts, crofts, houses, 
biggings, yairdis, paiitis, pendicles and hail) pertinentis of the samen Lyaitd 
within ^e parochin of Inverurie and Shmffdome of Aberdein Tc^ether with 
the milnes, woodes, multuris, teyndsheaves, mosses, meadows, bo^ and 
plantings of the saids haill landis quhilk perteinit sometyme to Uie deceast Johne 
Blackball of that Ilk. Quhilk Charter conteining tbe said Precept of seasing the 
said William Melwing actomey forsaid presented to Alexander Fergus in 
Fettemeir Bailzie speciallie constitute. within the said Precept humblie requyring 
and deayring him to proceid to the executione of his office th»by committit to 
him quhilk the said Alexander Fergus acceptit in his handis and delyverit the 
samen to me nottar publict to be red and published quhilk I accordinglie did in 
presence of the witnesses eftennentioned and the tenor of tbe Precept of seasing 
folknris word by word nothir^ altered eikit nor impairit that may alter the 
substance thereof and ^us it is Attour my lovittis Alexatider Fergus in 
Fettemeir and ilk ane of you conjunctlie and severallie my biUzeis in that pairt 
speciallie and irrevocablie constitute I straitlie charge that upon sight of their 
presentis you or aither of you give and delyver to the said Francis Abercrombie 
stMe seasing and possessione heretablte reall, actuall and corporall of all and 
haill tbe said toons' and landis off Bladihall manner [dace tbenrf, hotmm, 
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biggingis, brftis, croftis, yairdis, psirtis, pendicles and peitmentts of the sudcb 
Lysnd within the parochin of Invennie and sheriffdome of Aberdeine be givii^ 
and deliverance to him or his actomey or procuratour in his name of earth and 
stone of the ground of the saids landis confonne to the tenour of the above- 
written Charter in all points, And this on nowayes ye leave undone. The 
quhilk to do I comitt to you conjunctlie and severallie my bailzies in that pain 
forsaid my irrevocable power In witnes quhaiioff to this present charter 
subscryvit with my and my said spous our handia written be Alesmdei 
Abercrombie of Fettemeir my seal) of armes is appendit At Inwerwrie the 
second day of Haicfa j*^ vi<=- fyftie and seavin yearis Before witnesses Jdme 
Jc^mestone bailzie of Inverurie James Feigusone messinger, Robert Fe^usone 
his sone, Alexander Reid merchand in Invemiie and James Fergus burgess of 
the said Inverurie, and so it is subscryvit Patrik Forbes, Margaret Blackball with 
my hand at the pen led of the nottar underwritten at my command becaus I 
could nocht wrytt my seUT. I James Fergusme nottar publict at and be 
command of the said Margaret to subscryve thir preseDtis callit and requyrit 
therto. I George Milne nottar pubUct with the abovewritten nottar at command 
of the said Margaret Blackball quho could nocht wreat as she alfinnit doe 
subscryve thir presentis being therto requirit : Geo. Mihie N. P. John Johnestone 
witnes, James Fergus witnes, Alexander R^d witnes, Robert Fergus witnes, 
Alexander Fe^us witnes. Efter the reading and publishing of the quhSk 
charter and Precept of seasing abovewritten therein contenit The said Alexander 
Fei^us finding the desyre theiof the said William Melwing fcwaaid to be just 
and reasonable without delay gave to the said William Melwing actomey and in 
name of the said Francis Abercrombie forsaid, reall actual! and corpcmUl 
possession of all and haill the said towne and lands of Blackball, manner place, 
therof, toftis, croftis, housses, biggir^s, yairdis, pairtis, pendicles, and pertinentis 
of the samen lyand as said is be delyyerance to the said William Melwing 
actomey and in name of the said Francis Abercrombie of earth and stone of the 
saidis landis as use is in sic caices. Lykas he infeft vest and seasit the said 
Francis Abercrombie and his forsaidis in the samen conforme to the tenour of 
the abovewritten charter and Precept of seasing therin contenit in all poinds. 
Quhairwpon and upon the haill premisses the said William Melwing procuratour 
forsaid askit and tuik not(e) and instrument ane or mae in the handis of me nottai 
publict underwritten, and this was done upon the ground of the saidis landis, 
day, moneth and yeire of God abovespecified betwixt one houre and twa houris 
in the eftemoone or therby Before George Milne nottar publict, James Smith in 
Blackball, Alexander and William Porters there, witnesses present and requirit 
therto. And I James Fe^usone nottar publict admittit receavit as also auttMxizit 
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be the honorable Commissioneris for administratione of Justice to the People in 
Scotland, conforme to the act of Parliament. Forasmuchas, eta (in comoDuni 
fcwma). 

Abstract of XXIII. 

Sasinb is granted on Match 5th, 1657, in virtue of a charter with precept of 
sasine, to Francis Abercrombie, eldest son of Alexander Abercrombie of Fetter- 
neir, by Patrick Forbes of Blackball and his wife Margaret Blackball, of the 
lands of Blackball with the manor place, &c. 



Retour of Special Service, Nicola Forbes to her father, Rev. John 
Forbes. 16 Aug., 1710. 

Hxc Inquisido legittime facta fiiit in Curia vicecomitatus de Bamfle Tenta in 
prsetorio Buigi de Bamffe sededmo die mensis August! anno Domini millesimo 
Septingentesimo Decimo virtute Dispensationis per Dominos concitii et sessionis 
penes tempus vaccantianim Concessse Coram honorabili viro Nicolao Dumbarr 
de Caatlefield vicecomite deputato dicti vicecomitatus de Bamff per Nobilem 
Comitem Jacohum Comitem de Seafield Dominum Ogilvie de Deskfoord et 
CuUen vicecomitem principalem dicti vicecomitatus per bos probos et lideles 
homines patriK subscriptos viz. Joannem Cuthbert de Brakenhills Archibaldum 
DumbaiT de Tillienaught Alcxandrum Abemethy de Corskie Gulielmum Lorimer 
Camerarium dicti Comitis Gulielmum Thoms<»ie Decanam Gildae de Cullen 
Jacobum Cock Oencum Communem burgi de Bamf Alexandrum Wallace 
BaHvum ibidem Alexandrum Milne f^iud molendinum de Alva Mag™'' Joannem 
McGlassonebufgensemdeBamffJacobumPatersonarmigerum ibidem Alexandrum 
Smith Dolarium ibidem Thomam Sandiesone scribam ibidem Robertum Duncan 
Naucleium ibidem Jacobum Wood in Spobalogy et Magnum Cromarde Nauclerum 
in South Ronald Shaw Qui omnes juiati Dicunt magno sacramento interveniente 
Quod Quondam Magistei Joarmes Forbes Rector de Kincardiniona pater Nicohe 
Forbes latricis pnesentium obiit uttimo.vestitus et sasitus ut de feodo ad fidem et 
pacem S. D. N. Aniue Dei Gratia magna Brittanise Francis et Hibemise R^iiue 
fideique defensoris nunc regnantis in uno annuo redditu octuaginta libra aut tali 
annuo redditu Coirespondentes prindpali summa duorum mille mercanim monetse 
ScotiK secundum leges et constitudones hujus regni pro tempore annuatim 
levanda et perdpiende ad duos anni tenninos festa vi^ Pentecostis et Sancd 
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Mutini in hienie per equates mediu portiones de ewkro pute vilbe et temnm 
de Audiincrcive in Btuooia de Rothmay quae tunc occopatu per JowuMoi 
Reddoch Senioiem et Robertum Elteis et nunc per dictum Joannem Reddodt 
Seniorem et Joannem Reddoch juniorem prwiewH jacentes infia parochiam de 
Rothmay et vicecomitatum de BamflT pnedictum vel de aliqua parte earundem 
promptioribus firmis divoriis proficuis redditibus diets vilbe et tensnim possessas 
ut antedictum et hsreditarie pertinentibus ad Quondam Joannem Gordone de 
Rothmay Qui Quidem annuus ledditus Redimabilis solatione et consignatione 
dicti principalis sumnue duorum mille mercanim monetie antedictse secundum 
tenorem obligationis hsereditariee per demortum Joannem Goidone de Rothmay 
dicto QuoD^un magistro Joaimi Forbes concessa de data septimo die mensis 
Maii Anno Domini miUeaimo Sexcentesimo nonagesimo Quinto Regtstista in 
libris concilii et sessionis vigesimo die mensis Junii Anno Domini millesimo 
Septingentesimo et instrumento sasins desuper sequente Et Quod diets Nicolae 
Forbes est sola filia legittima nunc viventis (vivans) dicti Quondam magistri 
Joannis Forbes sui patris et t^ttimus et propinquior hteres dicti QucMidam sui 
patris* de dicto annuo redditu octua^ta lihn levanda modo et ad tenmnoe 
pnedictos de terris aliisque supramentionatis et de dicds oUigatioDibus hjereditariis 
ac omnibus aliis jurihus secuiitatibus super iisdem concesib summiaque pecunie 
^ aliis Clausulia Capitibus aiticulis et oUigationibus in iisdem contends Et 
Quod est legittinue aetatis Et Quod dictus annum reditus nunc valet per annum 
unum denarium monetx prsedictK secundum tenorem acti pailiamend in mense 
Junii Anno Domini millesimo Sexcentesimo lum^esimo £t tantum valuit tempore 
pads Et Quod dictus annuus redditus nunc tenentur in Ca(nte de Pabida 
Gordone alias Barclay nunc de Rothmay et Towie filio t^ttimo et hnredi vel 
aliter re[Hesaitante EHctum Quondam Joannem Cktidoune ejusque haiedibus et 
sucoessoribus immediatis l^ttimis ejusdem dicto Quuidam Magistro Joanni 
Frarbes superioribus in Libera alba firma [ry) annua solutitne unius denarii modo 
prtedicto super solum et fundum dictarum terranim ad festum Pendcosti nomine 
albx fimuB si petatur Tantum Et Quod dictus annuus redditus fuit [xo et nunc 
est continue a decessu dicti Quondam Magistri Joannis Forbes qui deceaait in 
menae — Anno Domini millesimo septingentesimo octavo in manibus dicti 
tmmediati Superioris et ejus successorum in defectu dicti Nicols Forbes legittimtc 
lueredis jus suum hujusque minime prosequends In cujus rei Tesdmonium 
sigilla QuoTundem eorum qui dicta inqoisitioni intererant fadendae cum sub- 

* The asaninptlon on p. 31 Uwt Hug«i«l BUekluJI, who wis retoiued hoii to hci fklbei in 
tfiio, was anmarried u that date, maj' Dot be correct, for Nicola Forbet had, u ibc date of bei 
fetoar in 1710, been the wife of John Forbes of Kincardine since 1707 (p. 85), althou^ there ii 
DO mention of her beii^ inarried hi the above retour. — A. M, 
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scriptione manualt cancellarii diets inqutsidonis nee non cum subscriptione 
manuali dicti vicecomitis deputati et sigillo officii died vJcecomitatus dictse 
inquisitioni sunt appensa ordinandi presenti.s cum brevi regio incluso ad Capellam 
RegiBm retomandam Extractum de libns et rotulis Cume died vicecomitatus 
de Bamff per me sk subscribitur Geo. Lesly Clerk. 

Abstract of XXIV. 

A JURY, summoned at the County Court of Banff on the i6th of August, 1710, 
before Nicolas Dunbar of Castlefield, Sheriff Depute, by James, Earl of Seafield, 
the Sheriff Principal of the County, find that the late Mr, John Forbes, Rector 
of Kincardine, died vested in an annual rent of 80 pounds, conesponding to a 
sum of 2000 merks, lent on Auchincrieve in the barony of Rothiemay to the 
late John Gordon of Rothiemay; that Nicola Forbes is the only daughter and 
nearest heir to the said Mr. John Forbes ; and that the above rents are now in 
the hands of Patrick Gordon or Barclay of Rothiemay and Towie, as representing 
the late John Gordon of Rothiemay, in consequ^ice of the failure of the said 
Nicola Forbes to prosecute her claim. [Unnecessary or misplaced capital letters 
which frequently occur in this document, and which do not disturb the sense of 
the text, have been lea as in the original.] 
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Page 33, line 19, for "bovibus" rtad "bobus," 

37, r. 22, for " moventem " read " movendbus." 
48, " ■ 19, for "has" reiut "have." 

64, 11 ao, Jbr "cautioner" reaJ "cautioners." 

65> " 35> /*'' "Aberdeen" read "Edinburgh." 

68, !■ 4, for " Commissariot " read " Commissariate." 

69, -I 19, qfi^r "or" add "may." 
73, " HI, for "seem" read "seems." 
75, >i 10, for "were" read "was." 
77 (footnote),.^ "grandson" read "son." 
85, line 37, for " quondom " read " quondam." 
94j •• 30. for " Irvine " read " Irving." 

100, II 16, for " Dumfiies-shire " read "Galloway." 

101, 11 II, after "and" read "physician also to." 
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AbercTombic (Aberciumb]'), Almaodet, of 
Biikeobog, 70 

— AleundeT, of Felteindr, 83, 157", 

15B. '59 

— or Scmple, Dame Anna, S3 

— FrancJE, of Blackhall, 83", ISSI, 159 

— FcanciE, of Fettemdr, 71", 83" 

— Fnndi, apparent of FetterQeir, 157^ 

— Hector, of Fettcmeir, 70 

— John, of Petmalky, 14 
Abeicrombies (The), 71, 83 

Aberdeen (Aberdem, Aberdeine, Abeidene, 
Abirdein, Abiidene), II, 19', ao", 
II, 34% as, 16. 31, 41'. 4a. 43. 
44*. 4?. 47>, 48", 49", 5'. 54, 
56°. 58". 59. 61. 63. 64, 65, 73, 
74'. 78. 79. So", 84", 90", 9*', 94, 
98, 100, loi, 107, io83, 114'. 
116, US', ii9<, izty, 123), 134, 
US', ia6°, la?, 128, 129, 130, 
13". iJ*". 133'. 134'. 136. 137. 
138*. 139'. 140*. «42". 144'. 145. 
146, MS*. 151. >53". 154'. '55'. 
iS*". 157. 158 

— Bitbop of, 18 

— ChanulloT of, 107 

— City of, 8 

— Patrick Forbes, Bishop of, 73 

— Petei Blackbotn, Bishop of, 136 

— Williim, Bishop oF, 118, lao 
Aberdeenshire, I, 3, 8, 36, 54, 78 

— Gianaiy of. I 
Aber^ldie, i|4 

— Laird of, 94 

Abemelhy, Al«uuider, of Corskie, 159 

— or Forbes, Beatrix, 77 
Alyrbtolhok, 133 
Aboyne, 34, 84 

— Lady, 95' 

Acbmoir (Aachmoir), 63, 65', 115 
Aclif, John Prior, 33 
Adam, James, notary public, 124 
Adames, John, 136' 
Adolphus, Gostani*, 41, 53 



Albany, Duke of, Regent of Scotland, 3 
Alexander, Cooimendator of Kilwinning, 12 
^ Lord Hume, llS 

— Richard, buivess of Aberdeen, 153 

— Stewart, Earl of Mar, i', 3', 18, 

ISO 
Alshoner, Robert, burgess of Aberdeen, 

•38 
Alire, no 
Anchortield Collage, 101 

— Edinbui^, 99*, tOi°, 103 
Andait, 34 

Anderson (Attdersone), Rev. John, of 
Register House, Edinburgh, 35' 

— Jiihn, bejllieof lovenme, as, 130 

— John, 131 

— W. P.J..47, »5 

— Walter, 122 

— William, notary, 139", 153 
Andrew, Lord Gray, 118 
Angus, gth Earl of, 67 

— John, in Blackball, 156 

— William, of Arbroath, 133 

— William, in BUckhall, 156 
Annan, Mr., 46" 

AnniLnd or Blackball, Iiobel, 114 
Arbuthnot (Abirlulhnot, Arbnthnett), 135, 
'36. 137 

— Alemnder, of Pitkairlies, 1 36 

— or Forbes, Elizabeth, 93 

— Norman, baigess, 153 
Aichibatd, Duke of Argyk, llS 
Ardiherald, I 

Ardtannis, 7S 

Amebarrow, 136 

Arrnn (Aisine, Arattie), 136, 137, 138 



Aschenheid, ( 



James, Earl of. I 
lenheid, u 
Aschicheid, Lands of, 131 
Argyll, 6lh Earl of, 66 

— Archibald, Duke of, I 
Areylbhire, 100 
Adoun, I3S 
Atbeliiw, Edgar, 12 
AthiiDoUe, 17 
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164 INI 

Aochincrieve (Adcfainciief, Auchiocrieir, 
Au<±mcrieve), 34', 65, 69, 85, 
147, 161 

— I^nds of, 160 
AocbinhoiTe, S, S6 

Andunleck or Stracbui, Janet (J^QC')! ^t 

1*9" 
Ancbtnloal, rj, 114 
Anehmacoy, 30 
Aochmuiie, 42 
Auchnoule, 133 
Aocbotie, 1 38 

Aachterame (Ouchiiatnc), J9' 
ADchtetellon, loS 
Auldbu, 86 

Auquborties (Anqnhorthies), 14. 6], loS 
Aiutnlia, 103, 103' 

Badenoch (or Benzie) (Banzeacht, Ban- 
leaach, Banieancht, Banieocbl) 
or BUcUmU, Agnes, 24, 25', 114, 

I23> 

— James, baiUieof Inverurie, 111', 122' 

— John, in Invemrie, 25, i»l', 182* 

— Walter, in Inverurie, 35', 120, 111', 

— Williiin, 122' 
BadifuiTow, J9 

Balbithan (Baubethan, Bawbeithan, Baw- 
biihan, Bobilhan, Bnwbiihan). 42, 
US', 119" 

Balcarrai, 39 

Bdcomie, 67 

Ballantyne, Jama, nolar; public, 127 

Ballochyle, 100 

Balquluin (Balquhan, Balqubaoc, Balqu- 
barne, Balwhyoe), IJ^ 37', 36°, 
37'. 39. 49. 50. 60. 63. •54'. ^S- 
79*. 93. "S. 1^6. '39. >40, 141, 
146. 15a. "S4 
~ Laird of, 146 

Balquhidder, 11 

Bandodill (Bandodil), 27, iS, 1333 

Banff (Bamf), 14, 17, 59, 86, 1593, 160, [61- 

Banffahire, 99 

Bankhead, Midlothian, 98, 101 

Bamiagaik, 1^8 



and Towie, 160 



rauche, Borraucht, Bairny, Bar- 
roch, BaiTOcht, Buray, Burray), 
6', 8', 9, 10, 143. is«, 17, 18J, 37, 
31. 3^. 33'. 34^ 35'. 37. 38', 39^. 
40, 41, 44, 45. 48, 49. SOS, ji", 
Sa'. 53S 54". 55*. S^, ST*. SS*. 



S?*, (xf. 6.S, 63, 64, 6s, 73, 7S'. 
83. 88". 89=. 92- 93*. 94'. 97. 
107*, 108", 114, US', 123, 124', 
126, 127', 12*", 139*, 1305, 131', 
13*. 134. '35'. '39^. '40'. 14". 
151 
Barra, Baron a\, 55 

— The Laird of, 57. 58. S9 

— Laird of (forfeited), 94 

— The Family of, 44, 98 

— of Bonnie, 126", 127 

— Caitle, 54, 107' 

— I^ndaof, 131', 131, 153 
Batra-BUckhatl, 33^, 35 
Barra-BlackhalU (fbe), 84, 86 
Beit^c, 93 

Belgians, King al the, lOi 
Bcllenden, Ludovic, oF Auchnoule, 133 
Bentield House, Wigton, 103 
Bennachie, I 
Berrahillock, 80, 156' 
Berwick Caitle, 13 
Beiwickshiie, 21 
Betoun, John, of Cieiob, 24 
Birkenboe, 70 

Kahop of Aberdeen and Laird of Corse, 
18,41 

— of Aberdeen, Mr. Peter Blackburn, 

'36 

— of Aberdeen, William, 12a 

— of Salisbury, 75 
Bishops of Exeter, S 

Bissel (Bissal, Bissett), Andrew, notary, 
150 

— or Blackhall, Janet (Jonei), 33, 1 15, 

137, 138 
Bissets(Tbel,94 
Black (Blak), Alexander, younger, burgess 

of AberdecD, 47, 1 14 

— Gitberl, burgess of Aberdeen, 13S 
Blackburn, Mr. Peter, Biibop of Aberdeen, 

'36 
Bbckall, Ofbpnng, Bishop of Eieler, 8 

— Samuel, R«:tor of Loughborough, S 
Blackball [Biachale, Blachenhate, Blachcs- 

hale, BUchotc, Btackall, Blacken- 
halle, Blackhale, Blackhalle, 
Blackhaller, Blakhale, Blackhaw), 
T\ 8", 9, 121, 13', 14', 159, 17, 
il!, 19*, 2cr, 31, 34, 37, 29, 30', 
3''. 33, 33. 36. 37=. 38', 40, "41, 
43, 44, 47". 48', 49. 50*. S3. S4'. 
5S. 56. 57. 58. 59. (^. 61', 62-. 
63', 643, 653, 66, 71', 72', 7s, 76, 
715, 79*. 80, 81', 82', 83', 88, 98, 
108', 1143, "S". 117-. "3. "43", 
144.145. 146. 153. 'S6. '57'. 158. 
159 
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UMJl. I. . 33 

or 114 

Ad>m, 94, 1 15 

Adrnm, in Ley., 56, 8*- , 

or Bidenocb (01 Benzie), Agnes, 24, 

af, 114, lao* 
OT Bnniett, Asnes, 35*. 88, 115, 

iiSS, 1191, 131' 
Alexaiidet, Abeidooiui, 58, 61 
Alexandei, of Blackball, 43 
Ateiauder, 59 
Alexander, of that Ilk (lale of 

Bam), 61' 
Alexander, elder of that Ilk, 149 
Alexander, the late of that Ilk, 58 
Alexander, of that Ilk (the Abei- 

donian), 53, $3, 57, 60, 61, to8 
Mr. Alexander, IV. of Raira, 34-, 

130". 13>. '33'. 134' 
Alexander, V. of Barra, 33, 35', 49, 

503, 513, S4, 108, 115, 128', 1303, 

13". 'S** 
Alexander, of that Ilk and Baira, 

Alexander, of Barra, 39*, 59, 60, 

61 
Alexander, VIII. of thai Ilk, 30>, 

48, yfi, lOS, 114, 1263, 13^3, 132, 

140. 141". '5" 
Alexander, IX. of that Ilk (V. of 



Bana), 15', 23, 37', 44, 48'. S3. 
55*, 57=, yr, 60", 61, 63', 64^, 
65'. 74. »>. ^. 89. 94S 114, 



IS, 14*'. 143^, 144. '45. 






"SI. 



Alexander, " maltman 

Aberdeen, 44, 4S, 47', 
Alexander, cadet of Bana, 89 
Alexander, heir to the Coroners of 

the Garioch, 39 
Alexander, porlioner of Barra, 34, 

35^. S«. S5.9?. MO*. >4i, >5i 
AlaMnder, of Finoeme, 80, 82, 90), 

91', 9i*. 93". 94 
Alexander, M.A., II. of Finnersie, 

89", 90", 94, IIS 
Alexander, iiar of Finnerrie, ti^ 
Alexander, poitioner of F^nnersie, 

4S. 49 
Alexander , co- port loneroi Finneme, 

89 
Alexander, in Leys. 56, 88 
Duncan, borgess in Aberdeen, 47, 

114 
or Haitbind, Eliiabetb, 34*1 115 



■6s 

Strachan, Eliiabeth (called 
Marjorie (Mariorie)), 60, 61, 64*, 
6S« 665, 67, 68', 69, 70", 71, 73, 
74. 76^. 77. 78, 83, 115, 136, 
«37*. 138, 143% 144'. '45*. U?, 
149. IS0>. ISI. 1S4, iSS 
or Schond, Elspet, 47, 108, 114 
Father Gilbert, 45'. 46^. 47, 48, 



90, 91. 93*. 94'. 95. 96". 
Gilbert, ol Colohorsie, 94 



115 



— .,^, GriMcl (" Acgidia," 

"Giles"), 63. IIS 
Isabel, 49 

or BlackhatI, Isabel (Isobel), ttS 
or Hay, IsabelU (Isabel), 20-. 47, 

"4 
or Robertson, Isabel, So, 115 
or Annand, Isobel, 1 14 
James, burgess in Aberdeen, 45, 47, 

90", 114 
James, in Barra, 51, 55, 88, 94, 115 
Jaroes, at King's College, 115 
lames, of Leys, 91, 11 j 
Janei. US. '47 
or Bisset, Janet (Jonel), 33, II5, 

127,128 
or Strachan, Janet or Jonel, 29*. 30^, 

SO. S7. "4. '30. '33. '34. 140. 

141, 151 
or Urouhart, Janet, 65, 78, 81 
, ean Cjeane), 49. 65, 78*, MS 
ohn, of Barra, 33', llj 
ohn, in Barra, 129, 151 
ohn, of Blackball, igT, xi, 69, 71 
ohn, burgess of Cowick, 10 

iohn, in Drnmsch clock, 89 
ohn, of that Ilk (Captain). 8, '7', 
18*, 32, 6s, 74, 76, 79!, 803, 8is, 

S2\ 89, 98 

John, II, of thai Ilk, 17 
John, XL of thai Ilk, 79, 114, 115, 
'47. 149". 150*. '53'. "54*. '55'. 

isfi". 157 

John, pansh clerk of Inveraiie, 24, 
as', afi'. 43'. 114. '»•, 121 

John, Phyucian and Author, 8 

John, in Inveniric, 43, 70 

John, in Mill of Finnersie, 33, 35* 

John, ofTuliedeff, 14 

John, in Tipperlte, 35* 

John, younger, 149 

or G<ndon or Gordon, Katharine, 
34'. IIS. '13. '"4' 

Katharine, 65, 69, 78, 115, '47 

Lady, Ttf, 7i*,73 

or Burnett, MarEuet, 33, 92, 115 

01 Farqubanon, Margaret, 91*, 115 
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Slacktudl or Forbei, Ma^rel, 65, 69', So*, 
81, 82, 833, 84', 87, 98s, 115, 
las'. I4?> iSS'. 156*. 157', IS*'. 
159. ito 

— or Forbes, Mai^ret (Bessie), 2p, 

77*. "4 

— or IivinfE, Margaret, 63, 94, 115, 

— 01 JohnstoD, MuEturel, 30", 313, 43, 

44,57. "4. I'S 

— or King, Mug«et, 114 

— Marjory, 34 

— Robert, 30, 146, 149 

— Robert (ie(?l I., 115 

— Roberl, burgess of Abeiileei), 15', 

4J'. 43. 44. 47", 48. 74. 108=, 1 14, 
118, 119, laO" 

— Robert, of Barra, 18, Jl 

— Robert, of BUckhall, I9» 

— Robert, of Fola, 43J, 44, 58, 1 14 

— Robert, of Utile Fols, 47 

— Robert, poTlioiier of Fota, 24 

— Robert, of Freliiu] (Frieland), Fife, 

18, 11, a4, 114, istf, 151 

— Robert, stadent at Marischal Col- 

lege "4 

— Roliert (Robiti), of Mill of CriMien, 

45', 4iy, 47, 90, 9i', 93 

— Simon de, 7 

— or Haillie, SuEanoa, 45 

— ■ Tbeophilns, Picbradaiy of Excler, 
8 

— Thomas, 35, 115, isg 

— ThoDus, 59 

— Mr. ThoDUu, burgess of Aberdeen, 

48».49'.90' 

— Mr. Thomas, King's Cottrge, iij 

— William, of that Ilk, 63* 

— VnUiain, fifth known lurd, 19 

— William, r^enl in Mariscbal Col- 

lege, 48, io8>, 1091, tio*. III, 
111,113 

— II. of Baira, 115 

— William, of Bura, 33", 34', 35', 51, 
■■- I23', 124*, 1*73, 128', 1295, 



— William, III. of thai Ilk, 18. 48, 

114 

— WaUam, IV. of that Ilk, 193, ao". 

at, 14'. 38. 41''. 59, 78, 114. 116', 
117*, iiS>, ISo>, 151' 

— WiilUm, V. of (hat Ilk, 24', 25', 

aft", 27; aS^, ja; 43", 43. 5<». 53. 
54, 114, lao", 1353, 1*6 



Blackball, WiUiam, VI. of that Ilk, 33, 37, 
28, 39*. y. 3'. 56". 57'. 114, 
132, 116, :3Cf, 133, 133', 134, 
140. 141. «5'' 

— WUliam, VII, of thai Ilk, 30, 31', 

37*. 47. "4, 13c'. "as* 

— William, VIII. of that Ilk, 50 

— WJliam, X. of that Ilk, 23, 31, 59, 

62, 63, 64", 653, 6ti, 67, 68", 69", 
7". 77. 78, 79". 8i% 82, 88*, 115, 
138^. 139. 143'. 144^ 146'. 149*. 
..,.W' 'S'- 'S3'. 154', iSS'. '56 

— William, apparent of that Ilk, 79 

— William, armourci in Aberdeen, 92, 

— Mr. Williain, bargea of Abeideen, 

47.48,74. ">8". "4. 149 

— William, apparent in Bam, 123, 

124- 

— William, porlioaer of Barra of 

Bourtie, 126* 

— WUlUm,of Blackball, 13, 2cU, kC, 

45. 56, 59. 6'. »S. "5*. "45*^ 

— William, of BouTlie, 27 

— William, in Univeraity of Biomy- 

berrie, 47, 48 
~ William, I. of Finnenie, 89*, 119 

— William, III. of Finnersie, 83, 115 

— William, of Finnersie, 49, 83, go", 

9** 

— William, portionet of Finnersie, 80, 

91' 

— Williani, of Fjsie, 19 

— William, of Inverurie, 18, 19* 

— WiUiam, io Leys, 49, 56", 59", SS", 

89,90 

— William, 123', 1333 

— William de, 13, 14 

— Laird of, 32, 33, 41, 50 

— of Barra, 54*, 57, 6t 

— of Bourtie, 51, 54 

— of that Ilk, 9, 14, 26, 35*, 43, 47, 

SO. 51. 53. S*", 57, 58, 59 

— The hmily of, 44, 56, 60, 63, 75 

— Lands of, 118, 123*, 1253, i»6, 139=, 

133'. 139. 141". i4»'. »43. 144. 
145. 149. 150*. 151'. 15a. "53. 
>54=. ISS'. 157'. 158, 159 

— Mains of, 15*, SO", 81, 83, 155, 136* 

— Nether, 15 

— Road, 15 

BlackhalU (The), 6, 7, 8*, lol, ii", 141, 
153. 16, 17, 19, 31. 3X. 36. 37, 39. 
44'. 48. 5'. 5a. 54', 55. 56. 58. 
60", 61, (-25, 68, 71, 74, 753, 82, 
83, 88. 92", 94>. 97 

— (The), burgesses of Aherdeeu, 44 
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BiMkhills of Buia (The). 8, 18, 31, ^, 
3S. 4S. S3". S4, SS'. 56, 58, «S. 
So, 88', 93" 

— of BUclctull (The), 13 

— Corcinen (The), 80 

— of Cowick (The), 10 

— The Devonshire, 10 

— of Flnneisie (The), 8, 93" 

— Bam BUckhalls of Finnenie (Tb«), 

94 

— of ihai nk (The), 6, 8, 9, 10. 13, 

14, I?. iS", 30, ja, 41. 48. 57. 60, 
74, 93". 94. 97. 98. 107, l(« 

— of that Ilk (The), barBCwes of 

Aberdeen, 45 

— The Scottish, 10 

— of Totnes (The), 10 

— (The), of Warwickshire, 10 
Blackheath, 11 

Bbckmore, it 

Blackwatei (Black wallet, Hlakwalter), 34, 

118, 1 19* 
Bhckwater, Lands of, 150, 151 
BlantTte, 39, 132 

— Walter, of commendator, 131 
BIcaknoTe, II 

"Bleak House," 11 
Boece, Mr. Arthur, 34, lao 
Bogiiidallocbe, Mill of, 136 
Btulhnill, iiS 

Bonnie (Bourly), 14, ao, a6, 27. 3>> 34^ 
5'. S4'. m 127. 130, 131° 

— Lands or, 152' 

— Mill of, 33, 35,52. 128 
Bojpndlie, 77' 
BrachauchI, Andrew, 121 
Bracblaw, 34*. II 5 
BrackenhiiU. 159 
Braunsberg (Bromberg). 47 
Bromyberrie, 47 

Bruce or M'Ciae, Agnes, 103 

— Chiiitian, Coonieis of Mar, s', 3, 5 

— William, of Symbister, N.B., 103 

— William, notary, 31, 151, 152 
Bruichis, 135 



45 



116, 1 



— Tohn, Earl of, 116, 118 

— Williani, of Auchmacoy, 20 
Buchanan or Campbell or Miller, Jea 

Miviton, 100 

— Rev. Jaiues. D.D., 100 
Buck, Thomas, burgess, 153 
Burke, 9 



EX 167 

Burnett (BatiMurd, Bumat, Burnet), 37, 6^ 

— of Leys, 22, 59, 63 

-~ or BlackhaU, Agnes, 34, 88, 115. 
I38>. 1293, i3i> 

— Alexander, of Drum, 22° 

— Alexandei, laird of Leys, 21, 33. 

34.3r. S'.SS. 56". 59. 60S, 65. 
68, 75, 88*, 89, 108, 115, 115, 
Irf*, 129, 141, 142*, 143 

— Alexandei, twelfth of L^, 60 

— Alexander, burgess, 145 

— George, LL.D., 33, 37 

— James, of Craigmyle, 66, 147 

— John, of Levs, 33 

— or Gordon, Kathayne, 68 
~ or Maitland, Katharine, 69 

— or Blackball, Ma^raret, 33, 92. 

"5* 

— Robert, advocate in Aberdeen, 65, 

75. «5<» 

— Robert, in Blackball. 156 

— Mr. Robert, advocate in Edinbuigh. 

"47 

— Sir Thomas, first Baronet of Leys. 

6a, 6s: 66. 68, 147 
Burnetts (The), 37, 6^, 63' 

— of Leys (The). 22 
Burton, 38 

Caiiney, tj 

Caldet, John, of Asloun, 135 
Campbell or Buchanan or Millet, Jean 
MoritOD. too 

— WUliam Rose, Lieut-Cd. of Bal- 

lochyle, 100 
Canmore, Malcolm, 12 
Canon of St. Machar, 63 
Cant, Mr. Andrew. 48 
Carmyle, 22 
Caintsie, Sir David, 39 
Caskieben, 33', 43, 114 
Casiell yard, I2t 
Castlefield, 159, 161 
Celtic Maormars, I* 
Cbalmer, . . . 

— Alexandei, 1 

14D. 146 

— Gilbert, notary nnblic. 124. 137. 139 
~ John, in BalbilBan, 43, US', 1191 

— John, of Strachan. 30 

— Mi. jplin, writer. 154° 

— Mt. Thomas, ooUiy public, 119" 

— Mr. William, notary puUic, 81, 

137', laS". 156" 
Chancellor of Aberdeen, 107 
Charlotte. Prinoeas of Wales, loi 
Chattellaranlt. James, Duke of. 128, 139 
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Cbeitiife, 7 

Chqrne, Patrick, of E«^lmooih, 125 

Cbme*, The, 9« 

ChnstUone (Cristisone), Sir John, 14, 15, 

CUrk <aerk), 63 

— Tame*, notuy pablic, 124 
Onily (aune), 64, ?l, 143, 144', 145 

— Laird of, 71 
Colibun, , M.D., toj 

— or hIcCrae, Maiy, 103 
Cock, Jante*, Town Clerk, BanlT, 159 
Cockbw, IS 

— Meikle, 59 
Coldincban, ta, 33* 

Cole, HofKMUmble George, of Metbounie, 
103 

— or McCrae, Tbonuuine, 103 
Colobonie, 94 

Coljmay, 70, 89 

— Laird of, 70 
Coujm, Wllkm, 1, 11 
€0017111, The, 3, 6 
Com, The, 94 
Corcelli, Roger de, 7 

Cordiner, William, SberilT Depute of Aber- 
deen. 153, iss 
C<«e, 41 > r*'. 73 

— Ladf ol, 72 

— Patrick Forbes, Laird of, 73 

— Caule, 73 
Conkie, 69, 159 
CouMot, Adam, 31 
Contttet, The, 94 
Cowidt, 10 
Craig, Laird of, 94 

— Robert, of Pitfoddeb, Si, 81 
Croigfaall, 75, 148, 149 

Craigiei (C^hei, Craigia), 136. 137, 138 
Craigievar, 41, 85,86' 
CiBtgmy le (CraigniyU), 66, 147 
Craignealon (Craignaitoan), 64, 143 
Crarulonn, William de, 23 
Crawford, Earl of, 73' 

— Fiiat Earl of, 27 

— Lord, 43, 73 

— John, of Cunmock, 3i 
Creicbie (Cieich), 34, 63, 115 
Crichton, Jamei, of Frendranghi, 69, 70 
Crichtoni, The, je^ 

Crimond, Lord, 75 

Cromarty (Croinartie, Cmmbalbje), 17', 
'8. «59 



— Mill of, 45, • 
CruickBhank, John, 
Crukfuhol, 43 
Cullen, 159 



burgess, 15I 



CnHen, George, haiJlie, 47 
Cnlter Cumli^, 59, 89* 

— Mains of, S9 
Cult», 59, 89 

— Anidtown of, 89 

— Meikle, 89 

— Ovettownof, 89 
Camberland, 7*, II 
Cumnock, 2t 

Cnrre, John, I3I 

Cnrrie, Paiiih of, loi* 

Curtastown, 22 

Cushnie or Morimn, Mary, lOI 

Culhbert, JcAn, of Brakenhills, 159 

Dadd, Richard, loi* 

Dalkeith, 53, 132* 

Dantiig, 41 

David, Eail of Hunlingdoo, 1, 2, 6 

Davidson (Davidione, Davidsoun, David- 

aonne). Dr., 13, 26, 32, 33', 43. 

44. S3. 56. 76. 80, 107' 

— Alexander, 46 

— Mr. Robert, advocate, 144, 145 

— Mr, Thomas, 145 

— William, burgess of Aberdeeo, 140 
Daviol, 74, 149 

Davo, 78 

Dec. S6, 59'. 86>, 89 

Detaty, 94 

De^ford {Detkfoord), 159 

DeroD, lo" 

Devondiite, 10 

Dilnr, Tbomaa, 146 

Dirfeton, 11 

Diiblair, loc^, 133 

Don (Done), 1, 56, 59^ 

— ^alerof, 131* 

Doiuld, Earl of Mai, 3*, $•, 148* 

— Second Eail of Mar, 147* 

— Lord of Gerioch, 3 

— Atexandei, 147 
Dorei, Lochtoo of, 93 
Doo^ai (Doi^Ut), 33, 35, 43 

— Archibald, of Glenbervie, 133*, I3J 

— Jamei, Earl, 11/ 

— Tame*, snd Earl of, 5 

— Dame Inobell, Counten of Mar, 



— Sir William, of Glenbervie, 67 
Dooglasse*, Tbe, 10 
Drum, 33* 
Drumschelock, 89 
Duchf of Spruce, 114 
Dogaid of Auchinhuive, ; 
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Duke of Albtuiy, R^ent of Scotland, 3 

— of nfc, 20, 79 

— of York. 101 
Damfriet, 11, il 
Dnmrria-shiie, 100' 

Danbai (Duubur, Dumbu], Aichilwld, of 
TiUienaugbl, 159 

— Gavin, Bishop, 118 

— Nicholu, of CaslleGeld, 159, 161 
Dancan, George, bargem, 153 

— Robert, Banff, 159 

— WUlUm, 146 
Dandaa, Too., 99 

DunfeTmline (Dumfetling, Dumfermling], 
61, 63:", 141 
Eail of, 62>, 141 
totu, 9S 
Duplin, £•, 5 
Dnpldin Castle, 8 
Duiance, Tbomu, 31 
Ehirn (Dwroe), 47, 109 
Dyikis, 74. "49 

Earl of Ai^us, Ninth, 67 

— of Arran, Jamei, 137 

— of Bnchan, John, 116, I18 

— of Crawford, 73" 

— of Dooglas, James, Kcond, 5, to 

— of DoogUt, William, fint, >, 5, 10 
~ of Dnnfermline, 62% 141 

— of Erroi, Francis, 45 

— of Erroi, Lord Hay, 45, 46=, 94 

— of Huntingdon, David, I, 3, 6 

— of Huntly, 4. 7o" 

— of Kii^-Edward, John, 116 
Earls of Kinnoal, The, 9 

Earl of Mar, i, 5, 6, T, 63, 7l'i 75. 7^j 
83. 98, 14« 

— of Mar, Alexander Stewart, »■, 3', 

S. 18. 150 

— of Mar, Donald, x*. 5, I48< 

— of Mar, Donald, secood, nf 

— of Mar, Gmin^, i^, 3, 5, 14S' 

— of Mar, James Stewart, 4, 5 

— of Mm, John, 76", 147', i^, 150^ 

— of Mar, John, late, 75 

— of Mar, John Erskine, 4 

— of Mar, Robert, 147', 148* 

— of Mar, Thomas, 5, 147 

— of Mar, William, 5 

— of Mar and Douglas, James, 3 

— of Mar and Gariocb, Aleundet, 18, 

150 

— of Mar and Gariocb, John, 19*, 33, 

149 

— of Mar and Keltie, 148 
Earl* of Mar, The, 10, 75, 7^ 117 

— of Mar and Guio^, The, 149 
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Earldom of Mar, The, 3', 4', 5*, 30, 43", 

73. 75. 76, 148 
Earl Manschaf, 3, 98, 136 
Earl of Middleton, John, 80 

— of Moray, James Stewart, 66, 72' 

— a( Seafield, James, IJ9, 161 

— of SatherUnd, Kenneth, 5 
Eaildon of Moray, The, 4 
Ecbt, S9, 128, 139 

— The Kirk of, 92 
Ed^ Atbeting, iz 

Edinbu^h, 11, 34, 35, 38, 51, 64, 65, Si, 
86, 99*, 100*, 101*, 101, no, it6, 
117, ii8", 119", 114", 137, iigF, 
Hi\ 142, 143. US'. '47. 156 

— New Collie, lOO 

— University of, 99, lOi 
Edmond, Mr. J. P., iitf 
Edward I., 7, 13 
EslintoD, 12 

— Hi»h, Earl of, 12 
Elgin, II 

Elftnnk, 142, 143 

Blleis, Robert, Rothiemay, 160 

Elphinstone (Elphinstonn), Lord, 37 

— James, one of the Lords tif Session, 

39 

— James, of Glak, 146 

— 01 FiBser, Marion, 90 
Elphinstones, The, 72 
Elsick, loc^ 

England, I3*, 531 

— Norman, 34 
R. C. S., 11 ■ 



Erskine {Erskene), Allan, a 

— Fourth Lord, 4 

— John, Earl of Mar, 4 

— John, fifth Lord, 5 
~ JcAd, sixth Lord, 5 

— John, seventh Lord, 5 

— Lord John, 76, 147*, 148', 150 

— Sii Robert, 3, s, 7S. '^S" 
Erskines, The, 4, 43, 73, 74 
Eschinheid, 33, 35, 136, 137, 128, 130°, 134 

— L«ndB of, 153 
EscbintuUis, Easter, 89 
Essilmonth, 135 
EihriiKtooD, Patrick, 156 

— Thomas, 81, 156* 
Ewisdale, II 

Exetei, 8» 

Falconers, The, 67 

Fatqnbu t^eri]'). James, bu^ss, 153 

— or Morison, Jean, loo 

— Patrick, bargCD of Aberdeen, 138 
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r, Robort, of NewUI, Kincanliiie- 

thite, too 
" Farqubw, Robert," bcilUe in Aberdeen, 

78 
Fuqabanm of Forbet, , o( larttej, S6 

— DooftJd, 91 

— or HclDtosh, El^pet, 91 

— John, of Tiiliet»inie, 91", g», US' 

— or Blackball, Margarel, 91*, llj 

— Peler, of Inverey, 86 

Father Gilbert BUckhall, 45). 46^, 47, 48. 

93*. 94". 9S. 96" 
Fa]pdIeT, Patrick, notary, 152 
Feigns, Alexander, in Fetteraum, tj;^, 

— Jamei, bureess in Inverurie, 158* 

— Robert, baillie of Inverurie. i»i, 

laa, 158 
Fergaion(Fer^solM),Ja[ne!i. notary public, 
»3. ■!!■ 

— JaiDei, messenger, 158 

— Robert, witne<». 15S 
Fettercaime, 136 
Fetlerlcttet, 94 

Fetteraear (Felteraeir), 70, 71, 83, 154", 

"57", 158, '59 
Fettes, John, 137 
Fife, II, iS, 20, 31, 24 

— Dnke of, 79 
.. .„. . .,_^j 

nr.isies, F>nerne, 

si, 65, 'fo, 8a, 88, 89'. '9c^,'9i'! 
9*'. 93'. 94. ll5^ '*7*. ijo. 131 

— Lurdsof, 89 

— Little. 33, 34, 35. 88. 89, 9a, 91, 

136, 137, 138*, 139, 130, 131 

— Heikle, ii 34, 35, 88, 89', 90, 91, 

127, laS", 139, 130. '3' 

— Mill of, 35, 128, 139 
Floddeo, 5, 38, 43. 57 
Floon Caxtle, 37 

Fola (Fallawc, Filaw, Fillnw, Folia, Folay, 
Folio, Fhillas, Fhillow), 15, 30>, 
M', 33". 35". 4a'. 43'. 44. 58, 
114, 126, 117, 128, 130", 131, 134 

— Little, 42, 47, I" - 



117", 118 
Fola- Black water, Little, 4> 
Forbei,77 

— o« Farqahanon, of loverey, 86 

— Lord, of PitiliRo, 77, 84 ' 

— AleuDder de, 18 

— Alemuler, of Boyikllie, 7f 



Forbes, Alexander, second Lord of Pitsligo, 

77 
— Alexander, fourth and last Lord uf 



', sixth laird or baron of 



— Alexander, of Tbainiloan, 133 

— Mr. Alexander, W.S., 93 

— Arthur, in Blackhall, 84 

— Arthur, of Heikle Wardei*, 77> 

— Baifaeia, 98* 

— or Abernethy, Beatrix, 77 

— Mr. Duncan, of Bannagaak, 138 

— or Arbuthnot, Elisibeth, 93 

— ot Strichan, Elizabeth, 73* 

— George, of Auchiotoul, 27, 1I4 

— Mr. (ieoq;e, nolaiy public, 137 

— Hatty (Harie), 98" 

— Hew, in Blackhall, 81, S4. tS^ 
~ or Mair, Isabel, 84 

— James, in Blackhall, 84, 95 

— or Simpson, Janet, 92 

— Mr. Jotn, of Boit. 125 

— Sit John, second Buonet of Ciajgie- 

var, 86 

— John.laird of Kincardine, S6>, 98* 

— Mr. John, lectotof Kincardine, 161* 

— Rev. John, of Kincardine O'Neil, 

85, 86', 98, 159', i6o* 

— John, miniitei of Logic- Coldslone, 

84', 8S<, 98- 

— John, of Pililigo, 87, 115 
- John, of Terpree, 27 

— John, of Tollies, 125 

— Mr.. 45. 46* 

— or Blackhall, Mflrgant, XII. of 

Blackhali, 37, 65, 69*, 77', 80', 
81, 833, 84", 87, 98", 114, IIS. 
'3*", 147. iSS'. '56*. '57'. '58'. 
159. 160 

— or Herdman, Margaret, 98* 

— or Leslie, Marnret, 77 

— or Strachan, Mattel, 85' 

— or Yonog, Mararet, 8(5 

~ or Forbes, Nicola, 8s*, 86, 98*, 
1^9*. i6o3, 161' 

— Patrick, Bishop of Aberdeen, laird 

of Corse, 73 

— Patrick, XII. of Blackhall, 80', 8f, 

83*. 84', 87.98,115, IS9 

— Patnck, Nelher MoDdomo, 77, 80, 

ISS'. '56*. 'S7, '58 

— I^tnck, 35, lao, tai 

— Sit Robert, of Auchinhuive, 86 

— Mr. Robert, mioiMer c^ the Kirk 

of Ecbl, 92 

— WUliun, in BUdchall, 84 
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Forbei, William, of Cone, Ji 

— Willuun, of Craigient, 41 

— William, in Kinnrdlne, 98' 

— Willum, witncM, 81, 15^ 

— The Houie of, 77. 84 
Foibeiet of Boyndlie (The), 77 

— of Crainevu (The), 8; 

— of Pitttigo (Tbe), 84, 87 
ForaMcT (Forataire), John, 33' 
Fcwesten (The), 33' 

Foiftr, It, It, 3^ 

Formartbe, i* 

Fonylh (Fonrthe), William, of Dyiku, 

» , , M' '■« 
Fotbiyf, 31 

Foveran (Fovercn), tj, 135 
France, 4S. i^*, 83 

— Soots MinioD id, 96 
Fruidi, Eail of Etrol, 45 

— Lord Gladbrd, 83 

Fmei, Mr. Aleiandct, notaiy, 133, 151 

— Andrew, Master of Fraaer, 90 

— Andrew, of Stoneywood, taj 

— Francis, of Kinmnndie, 49, 90^, 91 

— or El^initone, Maiion, 90 
Freland, in Fife, 18, 34', 114 
Frendiaiisht, 69 

— Lurdof, 69 

~ House of, 69, 91 
Fnird, Land« of, tsi 
Fuirduiboas (FnjirdailhDiiB), 33, 35, 53, 

t36, 137, 138, 130, t34 
FuUemont, 10 

Furdatl house. Lands of, 131*, 153 
FuChet, Miller Akn de, Canoo, 18 



Galloway, Alexander, burgess, 153 

Gamrie, 99 

Girden, Francit (of Tioup), 99* 

— Estate, 99 
Gardenstone, Xjord, 99^ 
Gardine, Robert, 30 

Garioch (Garcaoch, Gareaacht, Gareoche, 
Garioche, Gaireoch, Gairianch, 
Garrieoche, Gineaucb, Giizeocb, 
Ganriache), 1', 1*, 3, 4, 5, 6", 7*, 
8, 9. «o*. "'. 13'. 14. 15'. >7. 

iSI, 19, 30*, 31, 34, 36, 33, 34, 

37', JO. 60, 64, 65, 73, 73- 76*, 
79. 80. 8a, 83, 87, 94. 98. "09. 
Il7^ 133, 134', 135', 136, 139^, 
"33^ '39. "41. 143'. "45. 149. 
ISO", IS4' 

— and Eiskine, Lord, 147 

— Donald, Lord of, 3 
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Garioch, Jamei, of Kintttur, 13$ 

— Ladf of the, a, 5 

— Robert.Sheriff-Dcpate of Aberdeen, 
^ "33*. "38. 139 

— Coronets of, to 

— Lords of tbe, 10 

— Lotdihip of, 147^, 148*, 149, Ijo 

— and Mar, Aleuuider, Earl Ol, 150 

— and Mar, John, Eatl of, 149 

— and Mai, Earls of, 149 
Gaimake, John, in Dariol, 74, 149 
Gaul, I 

Gavin (Gavan, Gawan, Gawane, Gawio), 
George, writer, iss. iS6 

— William, 139, 141, 143, 144, 145 
Gaw, John, 136 
Geddes, Sir WiUiam, 48 
Gellaa, WiUian " ' 
George, Lord G 
Gibbon, 107 
Gigbl, 94 

— Laird of, 94 
Gilchrist, Min McGilehrist, 85 
Glak, 146 

Glamis (Glammii), 33*, 115 

— John, Lord of, 13$ 
Glajgow, 118 

Glassford (Glasfbrd), Lord Francis, 831 
Glcnbervie (Glenbarry, Glenbeny), 67, 

68, I33-, 135 

— Lord of, 133 
Glenkennc, 31 
Gteokindie, 37, 135 
Glentanner, 91 

"Good Man of Baira-BUckbaJl " (TIk}, 
3^.. 



:, Mr., 148 
Gordon (Gotdonn), of L«*m<nr, 68*, 90, 
"5 

— of Sirakich, 1 

— of Wetfhall, 133* 

— Adam, bnrgeu, IJ3 
~ Alcaaoder, 89 

— Lord George, 70 

— Jamei, parson of Rothiemay, I 

— janws, - 

bri^htshve, 103 

— John, of Rothiecaay, 85, 160), t6i* 



of Leimoir, 34', iij, 113, 1341 

— 01 BuriMlt, Kathaiioe, 68 

— or Lumaden, Katharine, 43 

— Madame de, 95 

— Patrick, of Auchmanie, 43 

— or Barclay, Patrick, of Rothiemay 

and Towie, 160, 161 
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— Williuo, of FuLumont, 30 
Gordom (Tbe), 70 

Gtalwin (Graeme, Grahame), Barton of 
Moq^ie, 103 

— James, Marquis uf Montrose, 51 

— or MoriHiii, Samenilk, loa 
" Graemes, Glory of," 68 
Grangemure, 133 

GtMoev, Eail of Mu, 1?, y, 5, ^48* 
Gray, Lord A 



Andre 



,138" 



Gtiguardoa, i: 



Haddington, 11 

Hutlie 01 Blat^hall, Smanna, 45 

Hatereen, 68 

Haikecton, 67 

Uanilton, Governor, aS 



laiwt, 63 
Lord John, iiS, 132 
— ThoDus, the Kin^s Advocate, 39 



Harlaw, 2, 3, 6, i 

HartfaiU, 71 

Hau^-head (Haochead), 67 

Hay of Uiy [Uric), 30, 47, 114 

Hay, Lady Isabella, 45, 46', 95* 

— Lord, 45' 

— Aleianiier, Director of the Chancel- 

lery, 43 

— Alexander, of Enter Kennet, 133 

— or Blackball (Blakhall), Isabella 

(Isabel), so*, 47, 114 
Havs (The). 47 
Helen (Helein), of H«i, 1483 
Hendrie, Alexander, burgess, 153 
Herald, Portcullis, 8 
Herdman, George, 98 

— or Forbes, Ma^ret, 98^ 

— or Mnriion, Mary, 98 

— William, chamberlain, 98 
Hetlaod, lafi 

Hog, Robert, of Geilan, 138 
Holyroodhouse (Halyroidfaoui), 135° 
Hope, Sir Thomas, of Craighall, 75. 148, 

149 
House of Forbes, 84 

— of Stuart, 109 
Hufeland, 7 

Hugh, Eail of Eglinton, 13 
H;^, Count (£ail Hugh), 7 
Hume, Lord Aleuuder, llS 



Huntii^don, I, 6 

— David, Earl of, I 
Huntly, I, 4, 94' 

— Earl of, 4, 70 

— Marquis (Maiquess), lirst of, 94* 
Hurstmonceaux, loi 



Hvinaounc, John, burgess of Aberdeen, 

In^ta, The, 45, 46 

InneicaiiBie, 59, 64, 143 

Innes, James, of Toachis (Tough), 135 

— »7 

— Charter Chest of, 37 
tnverey, 86 

Invem^e, 66 

Inverurie (Ennerouie, Inveronre, Inver- 
ourie, Inverouiy, Invcroty, Inver- 
wrie, Inarerwrie,Inneroure,Imier- 
ouiy, [nneroviy, Inneiowiy, In- 
nerury), l", 15", 19". M'. 'S'. *. 
43'. 65'. 69. 78°. M. "4. larf. 
I21-. :23', 139, 141, 143, 144, 
146, 147". 154'. 156"- IS7. >S8> 

— Kirk of, 146 

Irvine (living, Irwing, Irwyn), Alexander, 
in Acfamoir, 63, 6$', 94, 115 

— Christian, 136 

— Hugh, of B^lxyde, 93 

— John, of Kingcaussy, S6 

— or Blackball, Margaret, 63, 94, 115, 

139' 

— Robert, in Ryhill, 153 

— William, of, 33 
Irvines of Drum, The, 3Z, 94 

IsabeUa (Isabel), Countess of Mar, 3', 5', 
10, 73' 

JaGfray, Alexander, 78* 

~ Alexander, of Kings wells, 81 

— Alexander, bnigessof Aberdeen, 14s 

— John, burgess, 153 
Jak, Andrew, 131 

— Patrick, 146 

Jamaica, Windsor Castle Farm, lai 
Jimes, Eju'l of Arran, iij 

— DukeofChattellamult, 118, 139 

— Earl Douglas, lo* 

— Earl of Mar and Doughy a 

— EarlofScalidd, 159, 161 
Janet, I'rincess, 37 
"Jocko'Sclatis,"74 

John, Earl of Bochan, 116, 118, 

— Lord Erskine, 76 

— 5th Lord Erskine, S 

— 6tb Lord Erskine, j 

— 7th Lord Enkine, 5 
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Jdm, Lonl of Gbunit, 135 

— Lord HuniltoD, 131 

— Eail of Mu, 71, 74, 75", J6*. 143, 

14*', ISC»> 

— EmI of Mai and Gariodi, 19*, 31, 

■49 

— Eail of Middlelon, 80 

— Lotd of TbifleiUDe, 133 

iohnDuleys, ao 
obafton Oo'"i'*loiie, Jobnitooe, John- 
Moon), 135 



- "i 

— George, of ttul Ilk, 35 

— Gilbert, of that Ilk, 33', 115 
'^ Jailiei, of Johnitoa, 43', 115 

— Jotm, in Inverurie, 156 

— John, Baillie of iDienirte, ijS* 

— or Vans, Eliiabeth, of Mennie, 33 

— or Blacklul], Margaret, 43, 44, 114 

— or Meldnun, Maigaret(o{ Ffrie), 43 

— Robert, of Kendell, i^ 

— William, of Caikieben, 114 

— William, Baillie of Inverurie, 146 
Justice Shallow, is 

Karnes, 86 

Kay (Kaii), John, IJS 

Keith IKelh, Keyth), no 

— or Stewart, Agnes, 66 

— Sir Edward, S 

— GUbert, 88,89,151 

— or Strachan, Inbel, 66, 67' 

— Juati, of Kinaldie, 89 

— J«net,S 

— Hajmns, 88 

— or Rdtb, Margaret, 66 

— Willfam, foorlb Earl Marischal, 66 

— Sir William, of Invemgie, 66 

— The family of, 1 10 
Kemnay (Kemna], las' 
Kendell, 13S 
Kconettie, 34 

Kenneth, Earl of Sutherland, 5 
Kennet, Eisler, 133 
Kildmmmie, 73 
Killhill, 68 
Kilravoch, 13, 55 

— Family (The), 13 
Kilwiatung, 11, 13' 
Kinaldie (Kinnadie), 89 
Kiocardine, 11, 31, »', 68, 89, 98^, 137 

— Mr. John Forbes, Recloi of, 161 
Kincardine O'Ncil (O'ndll), $6, 64, S4, 

86*, 91, 98". 143. 159 
Kinoidineihire, 100', I03 
Kincardine in the Mearm, 135 
Kiocraigie (Kincraigy, Kincragy), 3$, 36>, 

S9. !»* 



Kincrattie, Cadet of Balquhain, a6 
King Alexander III., 3 
King of the Belgiani (The), loi 
King Chaile* I., 39". i^, 94 

— David I. of Scotland, 1, 7 

— David IL, 13, 14, 21-, 33, 67 

— Ume«L,3", S, 73 

— JanlM II , 33, 149 

— James IV., 193, 38, 116, 118 
'— James V., 4, 33, 14, 119, 133 

— JainesVI.,4, 19, 3S,39,5a*. 53. 54. 

57, 61, 73, 83, 98, 130, 131', I33», 
"34, '35. "37. '3«. i4t'. 143*. 
"45. 153 

— Richard II., 13 

— Robert the Bruce, a, 6, 8, 11', 13, 

14, 16, 66 

— Robert I., 5", 31 

— Robert II., 3* 

— Robert III., 3". 37, 73^ 147 

— of Scots (The), 84 
King (Kyng), Aiexander, 51^ 

— Alexander, of Barra, 51 

— Aiexandei, advocate in Edinburgh, 

— David, in Baira, $5 

— or Gtay, Elizabeth, ji 

— General Sir James, u 

— James, burgess of Aoetdccn, 51 

— James, of Barra, 135' 

— James, Gai of Barra, ^3* 

— JUMt, |M>rtioner of Barra, 51', J3, 

- James, of Bourlie, 33 

— or Blackball, Maigarel, 114 

— William, 3 
1, of Barra. 37, 51J, $3, 53, 



wai 



'ilTiam, portiDiier of Bans, 54, 134 

— William ( Wibeame), of Bourtie, 30, 

5*' 

— WUIiam, life renter, 133 

— A, SI. 54' 

— of Barra, A, U*, 541 
Kings of Barra (The), 51* 

Kings, The, 16, 33, w, S"'. 53. S3». 54. 

ss*. 57. rs. » 

King's CoUege, Aberdeen, 84*1 90, US' 
Kingcauasy, (6 

King-Edm^ (Kynedward), 116, 11^, 119 
Kingiwells, Si 

Kinmnndie (Kynmundy), 49, Cf!f, 91 
Kiimoul, 9 
~ Earls of, 9 
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KirkcudM^lihiK, loa 

IGikbLndi, 121' 

KDOckiablewis (Knockenblews, Knockin- 
blewes, Knockindotewis, Knock- 
ingUw, Knock idglowix), 64', 7S, 
81, 83- 

— Anldloim of, 64, 69, "j^, 146, 1J2, 

•54'. 155* 

— Middletonn of, 65 

Knox, William, DoUr; public, 1x4 
Kyd, Sir Junei, vicu, 36, 37, tao, 133 
KjKJimrrt, 17 

I^mb, Thomas, Dotary public, 127 
Lamb«rtooi (The), 14 
Lambie, Olipher, ootiTy, 151 

LauKDcekirk, 67 

LeanDootb ot Sttadun or M«cer, Anna, 
of MdkleonT, 67 

— JamcB, of Balcomie, 67 
Lediii{^ni (Ledioghaine), Alexander, r39, 

141. 14a. 144. "45. «S3 
Legatsden 



— (I.esle, I.e3ly, Leslye), 

baton of ntcaple, 17 

— Alexuidet, of Kinciaigie, 16', 110' 

— Alexaoder, (int EatI t>t Levcu, 41 

— AlexandEr, fourth baron of PilcBj>le, 

77 

— Alexander, of TaMoa, 78, 81, 83 

— Alexander, of Wardea, laj 

-~ Sir Andrew de, aiath of that Ilk, 36 

— or Lindsty, Euphemia, X]' 

— Sir George, Gnt of Bljqubain, 36 

— George, of Crdchic, 63, 115 

— George, clerk, 161 

— or Blackball, Grissel ("AegidU," 

"Giles"), 63, 115 

— John, parish detk of Inverurie, 26^, 

IK)}, 131 

— Sir John, of Wardes, 70 

— John, rixth baron of Balquhain, 37 
John, tenth fauon of Balquhain, 15, 

'" " ■ 38.39.40,49.50.56.57. 
" " 116, !39, 140, 



mt\ 



141 



Colonel K. H., of Balqubaio, 
or Forbes, Mais*rel, 77 



Emi 
Sir ' 



Leslie, Patrit^, bnitteM of Abetdeen, 19 

— Patrick, of BwlifaiTow, 59 
^ Patrick, of Kincnugie, 59 

— Mi. Thornas, burden of Abeideen, 

r, Cuunl ai the Holy Roman 
pin:, 36 

iltiam, fourth baron of Bal- 
quhain, 37 

— Sir William, of Balqohain, 17 

— William, portioner of Disblair, 133 

— William, of Wardes, 63 
Leslies (The), 94 

— of Balquhain (The), IS, 93 

— of Kincraigie (The), 3J 

Lesoioir (LcMtioie), 34, 59, 68*. 71, 89, 90, 
94. 115 

— Laird of, 71, 94 
Lesaendrum, 33. ' <S 
Leiterfburie, 94 

— Laird ol, 94 

Leys (L«q', Leyea, Leyis), 32, 331, 34. 35, 
49".S'.5S. SW. S**.**, 6l,62S, 
63. OS". «*". 75. 88*. 89. 90, 91. 

92, 108, 1153, 135, 1383, 141, 

143*, 143. 146, 147 

Ley<-. Alexander, 133 

— Gilbert, portioiier of . . . ihie 

in Saucbaik, 133 
Lindorit, Monastery of, l>i 
Lindsay, of Balouras, 39 

— of PitKottie, 38* 



Lochdoi^n, 102 

Lucbtoo, 90 

Lochton of Doies, 93 

Logie-Colditoiie, 84* 

London, 8, to, ta, 98, loi, 102 

Longfellow, 7 

Loneside, 90 

Lord Lyon (The), 9 

— Protector (The), 82*, 83 

— Treasurer of Scotland (Tile), 73 
Lorimer, William, 159 
Loughborough, 8 

Low, Gib, 146 
Lower (author), 7* 
Low Countries (The), 463, 96 
Lumsden (Lumisdane, Lummytden), Gil' 
bert, 23", 33* 

— or Gordoik, Katherioe, 43 

— Marnrct, 32 

— Manota (Uariole), If, 23 
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Lomdcn, Hattlww, tf 

— TbooM* de, 33 

Lfle, Robert de, of that Ilk, 43" 
Ljron, John, of CatlMtown, »» 
I^(« Office (The), 99 

McCne 01 Brace, Agnet, 103 

— or Morison, Afnet, 100 

— Alexandei, c^itain in Army, 103 

— Andrew Mnriton, W.S., 103 

— Fttronluur, M.D., 100, 103 

— or Morkon, Margaret, 103 
-~ or TboEoas, Margaret, 103 

— or Gibhain, Mur, 103 

— <» Cote, Thomaiine, 103 

— WiUiaoi Gordon, 103 
McGlassooe, Mr. John, bu^esi of Banff, 

159 „ 



Mar, Earl of, James Stewart, 66 

— John, &irl of, s, 63, 71, 745, 74, 75, 

763, 8*. 98, 143, 147, 148'. 149, 

— John, late Eoil of, 75* 

— Margaret, Countess of, a, J, 147 

— Mary, of, S 

— Regent, 7a 

— Robert, Earl of, 147', 148* 

— Thomas, Ear! of, 14;' 

— and KelUe, Eart of, 148 

— Earldom of, 3, 4', s", ao, 43', 73, 
7J, 76, 148 



VTj;\\ 



liTy (The). 2. 76 
Earls of, 75, 76". 79. "7 
— and Ganodi, Earls of, 149 
MarUchal (MeisdKlt), Lord George, 



— or Morison, Margaret Gordon. loa 
MaddeiTard, tat 

Mair or Forbes, Isobel, 84 

— Rev. John, M.A..84 

Maitland (Meatkand), or Blackhall, Eliza- 



— Mr. ENUiick.of Anchiacrieff,65, 147 

— Rcdtert, o[ Auchincdef, 34' 

— William, of Bracklaw, 34', li; 

— William, of Bracklaw and Andait, 

34 
Mak, John, heritor, 147 
Makkay, John, tat 
Malcolm Caomore, I3 

— StiaiU of, 7 

Maneidil (Mauyecht, Moneychi), 35'. 88, 

89, 93», 126, 117, "8- 130. '3' 
Maormart, Celtic, 1 
Mar, I, 73. 94 
~ Earl of, I 

— Aleiander Stewart. Earl of, 2', 3^ 

18. 73'. 74. 150 

— Charles, Earl of. S3 

— Christian Brace, Countess of, 2^, 

3. S 

— Donald, Earl of, 147'. 148* 

— Griiney, Earl of, *", 3', S. 148* 

— (Elyne, Helein), Helen of, 3, 148^ 

— Dame Isobel, Counteas of, a, 3', 5, 

10, 73*. 75. i4»' 

— Earl of, James, and Earl nf Don- 

Bl". 5 



II2» 

— College, log, no, 113, 114' 
Mamie, John, 136 
Maiy, Queen, 3. 4^, 29*, 33, 4a. 62, 73. 

ia6. 137, 129 
Matycnlter, 89 
Meams (The), 13. 66. 68, 76 

- Williain, 19, 150" 
Meikleour. 67 
Melbourne, 103 
Meldrum, 16, 51', 53, 55, 75, 93, 107, 134', 

I3S, 'SI 



— Tutor of, 107 
^ Family of, 16* 

Mclgum, Lord, 70, 91 
MeWille, lames, of, 14 
Melvin (Melving, Melwing], Alexander, 

— William, in Fetterneir. 157', 158" 
Mcnieith, Chiislian, 5 

— Sir John, a, 5 
Meniiet, Laird o\ Dwme, 47 

— Thomai, of Pitfbddels, 115 

— of Dwme (The), 109 

Mercer (Merser, Meiiyr), or Stiachan, or 
Learmonth, Anna of Meikleour, 
67, 136 

— Robert, ofCndgiet, 136, 137, 138* 
Michael (Mitchell), Mi. Alex., 146 

Mid Calder. 10a 
Middildisblaii, 133 

Middlcton or Stiachan, Katharine, 67, 68, 
69,13s 

— John, Earl of, 68, 80 
-- General John, 68 
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Middletoo, Robttt, c^ KiUblll, 68 

Midlotbiui, loi, I03 

Mill, Ml. June*, minister in Invetiuie, 65% 

66. 94. 146". '47 
Millu, James, qoIuji public, 117 
Miller, Hiurh, of GetdogioU Suner. 100 
— or Bnclunui 01 Campbell, Jean 

HotiioD, 100 
MUdc iMy\a, Myine), Aleundef, oT Alva. 



— G«oige, notary public, 1581 

— Geoige, 83 

— Robm, notary public, 136 
Milntown, 89 

Minoea (Heny, Minness, Minnies, Minnia, 
Muny), 14, IS". 33.63". 6S, W 
Monbodo, 136 

Moodunto, Netber, So, 155*, 156, 157 
Mooirae, Jamet Graham, MMtquts of, s>, 

Moray, 18 

— James Stewan, Earl of, 61, 73 

— Regent, 4', M 

— Eaddom of, 4 

Moriton (Mooriaoi), Horeson, Muiruon, 
Mnrison), or McCrae, Agnes, 100 
~ Sir Alexander, of Bankbead, Mid- 
lothian, 98, loii, ten* 

— Alexander Cnshnie, R.C.S., Eng., 



, of Muckle Carse, 



100 



!W, of Ancborfield, 95^, 103 

— Andrew, too 

— Mist Ann, t03 

-- Buil Gordc», M.D., 101 

— or Hatton, Fiances, 103 

— Francis, 99 

— George, bargen of Mterdeen, 74, 

75. '49 

— Ge<Mge, of Baira, 107 

— or Young, Grace, lOI 

— or Sammeis, Jane, 101 

— or Faiqubar, Jean, loo 

— John, of HeiUnd, loc^ 

— or Maclellan, Ma^aret Gordon, 

lot 



Morisoo, Dl. Thomas, of EUtck and Dis- 

— Thomw Owtts, R.C.S., EngUnd, 

Monymuik, 77, 87 

— Baronet, Banker of, 87 
Morphie, Kincardineshire, loa 
Mnckle Cane, 100 

MnirisoD {or Moriton), James, of Elsick 

and Disblair, 100 
MuirloD (Mnreton, Murctoun, MnirtooD, 

Mnirlonne], 35, 53, ia6, 137, 

130, 131", 134. 136 

— Lands of, laS, t3i, 153 

Monro, Mr. A. M., City Chamberlain of 
Aberdeen, 43, 44s, 45, 47, 48, 58* 
Murray, Alexanda, buigesi, 153 

— Gideon, of Elibank, 143, 143 

— Tbomas, buivest of Aberdeen, 138 

— VTilliam, of TnlUbaidine, 33 
Mnsgrave of Edenhall, 7 

Nedder Stanneris, iii 
Nether Blackball, 81 

— MoDdnmo, 80, IJS, 15*, 157 
Netbertown, 89 

New College, Edbbuigh, 100 
Newball, 100 

Nicholas of Che Blackball, 13 
Nicoll. Charlei Richard, M.D., 103 

— or Morison. Sanh, 103 
Nicolsonc, Mr. Thomas, piocnratot, 149 
Nisbet, 9 

Norman England, 14 
Nydrie, Geo^, 136 

Octaviana, The, 38, 39, 63 
Ogilvie, Lord, (if Deskford, 159 
Ogilvy, Sir Walter, of Findlater, Jt 
Chines of Findlater, Tlie, 93 
OgilTie-Forbea, Mi., of Boyndlie, 77 
Old Aberdeen, 93 
Oltcrbam, 3, 5, 10 
Over Caniley, 89 
Overtown of Cults, 89 

Poip, Mr. Robert, advocate, 140 

Paisley, Abbey of, 43 

Panlon (Pantonn), John, of Pitmedden, 



— or MeOrae, Margaret, 103 


Park,' AJis^ (Aliwne), 33- 




- or Cnrimie. Mwy, 101 


- Wil., 33 


- or Hetdnuin, Mary. 98 


Fateiton (Pateiaone), Sir George, Nolai, 


- Hn. Milfer, 100 


34. «S" 
— James, Banff, 159 


— or Niooll, Sarah, 103 


PeHls, 130 


— or Grahame, Somerville, 103 


Perth, II 
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PM^TiB (FMgutr), 68, 76. ij6. 137. 138 
Pe^veny (Pngneor, Petgomy, Pet^w- 

ney, P««e«n>y), 33, 35, S*. i«6. 

1»7. "8. 130. '3'". "34 

— Lauds of, 131, ija 
PvtDMJky, 14 
Phe9do,69 

PhUlas, 53 

Pikemui, Jamci, Mill of BogiixUlloch, 136 

Pinkie. 5, n, Ofi, 99, 30. 43. <'4 

PilCBide, 17, 70, 77 

Pitfodels (PedroddeU^ Ktfoddl«, Pitlfbd- 

delb), 47.81. 109, 115 
PitlcarliM, 136 
PiHDcdden, 135 
I^lmuxton, 13 
Pitwoltie, 18^ 
Pittligo, 77*. 84% 8?'. "S 

— The ForbcKi of, 87 

— Alexander, foarth and laat Lord of, 

87 

— Lord, 77 

— Tatoi of, 77 
Planti^neti, TIk, 57 
PItntatioD of Utoter, 13 
Poland, 47 

Pont, Jamea, 8*, 9* 

PoTtei, Alenndei, in BlackbaU, 158 

^ William, in Blactiball, 158 
Prince Leopold, 101 
Prior of Coldingham, 33 
Piioey of St. Aodrews, 136 
Proctor, Mr. WilUan, notaiy pablic, 114 
Protector, Lord, M, 83 
Piymioia, Hr. Da*td, 149 

QMnt Maiy (UarM. 3. 4', *9'. 33- 42. 6a, 

73, 1*6. 197. 1*8. '« 
Qahyte, (^ilbeit, bwgesi of Aberdeen, 138 

Rail, Mr. David, principal of Aberdeen, 
>3S 

— orStraehaD, HaBdalene, 67, 68, 136 
_ Willkm, of Ha%iMi, 68 

RavelriK, loa 

Ray, Mr. WUIiam, notaiy public, 140 

Rayne, 18, 3a 

Reddoch, John, Sen., Rothiemay, 160* 

~ John, Jan., Rothiemay, i6o" 
R^ent Moray, 4, 74 

— of Scotland, Dnke of Albany, 3 

— of Scotland. fameaSnmtt. 3, M* 
1, 48, 106* 



oi^ack 



W. 



aclchall, Itabel, 80, 11$ 

— John, 78, !*»■ 

— John, notary, 151 
Rogers, 68, %i' 

Roman Empire, Holy, 36 
Rome, 95 

— Scotch College in, 95 
RoKi of Kilravock, 55 
Ron, iS, 107 

— ThooiaB, 131 

Rothienuiy (Kothnay), 70. 85*, no, tto>, 
i6i< 

— laird of, 70 
Rowi*, Weatet, 33 
Roxbu^ Castle, 7 
Ryhm, 153 

St. Andrews, Jame*, BUtop of, I18 

— Priory of, 136 
SL Claro, John de, 17 
Sl Machai, Canon of, 63 
Saliiburr, Bishop of, 75 
Sal ton, fourth Lord, 77 
Sandieione, Thomas, writer, Banff, i$9 
Sandilaods, Sir Jaoiei, of SlamanMUi, 53, 

S3. 54- 131°. iSa" 
Sauchailt, 133 
Selxnrwod, George, 136 
Scotland (Scnttland ), 1, 3', 4>, 7, I*, Ii>, 



. 13. J 



. M'. 45. S». * 



— Alexandci, merchant in 
158* 
Reids of Pitfbddlca, Tbe, 109 



6g, 73, 84, 86, 96, 109, no, i5«f 
Rwcnt of, 66- 
C^lwe in R< 
Soal*,Kingof,84 

— Miseton in Fnuwe, 96 
S«o(i, Dr. Hew, 85 

— Mr. William, of Grangcainitt 133 
SoMtith Bladchall*, Tbe, 10 
Seafidd, James, Earl of, Ijg, 161 
Seaton (Scton, Seytotm), Atexaader, first 

Earl of Dnnferiallne, 61 

— Lord, 63 

— Alexander, of Meldnm, 39, 51*, 93 

— Alexander, heir apparent to Mel- 

drum, ji, 55 

— Geoip, Chancellor of Aberdeen, 

"6, 54" 

— GeoiTce, of Bana, 107 

— Mr. Geocge, tutor of Meldran, S3. 

S4, 107. '34', '35*, «!« 

— James, of Bonrtie, 134, 153 ■ 

— John, of Aitqahorthies, 14', 63*, 108 
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SeatoD, John, of Meldram, 1)4 

— TobD, of Minnei, 65, 147 

— Willum, or Heldram, 51, 75, lO 

— WilliuD, of Mun;, tj 
Scttoiu, The, 16, 51', 551, 61, 75 
Senple oc Abercrombie, Dame Adim, 83 
Sciei, Thonus, Dotur public, 1 19 
Shand (Schand) or Blackball, F.lipet, 47, 

108, 114 
Sberiff of Aberdeen, The, X4 
Simpaon 01 Forbei, Janet, 93 
Sindaii, Lady, 136 
Skene (Skem, Skerne), 115 

— Andiew, of Anchorie, 138 

— Alexander, of Skene, 115 

— Arthar, 59 

— lame*, in Bandodil, 37', 38s, 133* 

— John, Lord Clerk Repitei, 39 
Slamannan, U, 131°, 133 

Smith (Smjrtb, ijmythc), Alexander, Banff, 
159 

— Alexander, of Fetlercaim, 136 

— James, bnrni in Aherdeeo, 153 

— ^unet, in BUckball, 158 

— Thomaa, notary, 150 
Somenetihire, J 

Sonth Ronald Sl»w, 159 
Spalding, 70t 109*, tio^, ti3 
Spobakgy, IS9 
Sipnice, 47' 

— Dochror, ti4 
Suioywude, 195 
Stannerii, 1 3 1* 

— Nedder, tat 

Stitlii^ (Strivillnc}, 11, 137, 138 
Stocket, 31 
Stokei, 13 

— RobM it, 13 

Suachan {Strachane, Stracfain, SUailh- 
anchin, Strathachin, Stratbecan, 
Strathecyn, S<[athauchane,Straib- 
auchin, Strathaucbine, Straudwn, 
Slrauchane, Straachaunaa,Slrath- 
auchyn, Straqnhan, Straqahaoe), 
30 

— Aieiandei, in Amebarrow, 136 

— Alexander, Coroner of Forbr and 

Kincardine, ai, 33 

— of TbMntoa, 85" 

— Sir Alexander, first Baronet of 

Thornton, 67, 74, 76, 85', 149 

— Alexander, second Baronet of Ttioni- 

ton. 67 

— Alexander, of Thointon, 66, 67*, 

69*. 'IS. 13s*. '37^. 138* 

— Alexander, in Tulqaholiie, 149 

— Alexander, heir sppaienl, 136 
~ or Thornton, Agneta de, 67 



Stn<±an, Andrew, of Griginrdoh, 138 

— or Learmoath or Mercer, Anna, 

of MeikleouT, 67, 136 

— or BlackhaU, E1tnbeth,6o,6l, 64*, 

65, 66S, 67. 684, 6g, 701, 71, 73, 
74. 76", 77. 83, 115, ij6. 137", 
138, 143", 144', 14S', 147. "«■ 
150S. 151, 154, 155 

— or Forbea, Eluabeth, 73* 

— Elinbctb, 85 

— Gcorec, in Thornton, 67, 136, 137, 

— o> £ih, babel, 66, 67> 

— Inbel, 85 

— Sir Jamea, of Thornton, third Baro- 



r Ancbinleck, Janet 



(joMtl. : 



t[din, of Carmyle, 33 
i4in, of Onny, 64, i43. "44" 
Dhn, of CcHikie, 68, 69 
Ir. John, rectOT of Kincardine 
ffNeU, 
fohn, Tall 
8S, 147 

— Jc^n, in Thornton, 8j, 136, 13? 

— or Middlettm, Katharine, 67, 68, 69, 

— KalWine, Sj 

— at Rait, Ma^alene, 67, 68, 136 

— or Forbet, MaifKret, 6$* 

— Robert, in Thornton, 67, 68 

— William, of Glenkindie, 17, 135 
~ Williain, of Tillilratkic, 64. 136, 

143 

— Wilham, of Tippertie, 39, 31, 114, 

139'. »3» 

— William, apparent of Tippertie, 51' 

— of Tippertw, Warder of^BladUlall, 

Strachan* of Thornton, The, 66 

— of Tippertie, The, s^f , w, 37 

— The, 6r, 76. «5 
Stragriffe, 33 
StnOocb, t 
Strathbope, 1' 
StnthpeBer, tco 
Smart (Stewart), 87 

— or Keith, Acnes, 66 

~ Alexander, Earl of Mat, 3*, 3". 5, 
73.74 

— James, R^ent of Scotland, 3 

— James, Earl of Mar, 4', 66 
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— D^OMty, Tlie, 83, 97 

— The Honte of. 109 
Stouti, Tbe, 97 

Samnwri or Morunn, JuWi lot 

— lobn, I03 

— Rev. John, D.D., of Hid-Ckldei, 

Svnes. lot 
SaUMikuKl, 1; 
Sweden, 53, 53 
SrmbMtet, N.B., 



">3 



Tardnff, 45, 47, 49, 90 

T&rkQd, »9, 90 

Taylor (Taikoni), Agnet, 131, lai 

— lauc, inEbor, ti 

— Jobn, bnrfcett ot lovcrarie, 131 
Teiprec, 37 

Th&jmc, Willum, S3 
ThirUUDe, John, Lord, 131 
TboiDu, , M.D., 103 

— Earl of Mu, j, 147 

— or McCru, Afargtuel, 103 
ThoDUOQ, William, 159 

Thornton (TTiometon, Thometonn), 13*, 
64, 65. «■. ft7". 68, 69, 73, 74, 
76", 77, 78. 8S'. "5. >3S*. IS*". 
137*. laP, r 

— or StncbMi, A,^. . 
~ Fint Baronet M, 67 

— Tutor of, 64, 67 

— Valen* de, 13, 67 

— Cutle, 67 

— The Family of, 73 

— Lands of, 150 
TiUiecaime, 91', 93, 115 
TiUidroikie, 64, 136, 143 
Tillienaaght, 159 
Tipperiie (Tibertie, Tibbertie), 39", 3 

35, 37. SI'. SS. "4. "39, i 
TcHiechi, liie, i 
TMbay, 83 
Torwood, 33" 
Totnea, lo 
Touchii, 135 
Towie, 160, 161 
Troup, 84, 99 

— Mains of, 99 
TmmUll, David, 136 
Tndon, The, $7 
Tullibwdine, 33 
Tullichardo, 89 



Tnllidaff (Tnlideif, TnlUdeft), 13, 14, 17 

— Ji^n, burden of Abetdeen, 138 

— WiUiamde, 13 
Tulliquhortie, 15 
Tullkerie, 135 

TuUoch, David, of Craigneston, 64, 143 

Tnllca, 78, S3, 83, 135 

Tukjoholaie, 149 

Tnnnft, William, of Foveren, isj 

Tnringi, The, 94 

Tntor of MeMmm, 107 

— <rf Pital=go, 77 

— of Thornton, 64, 67, 85* 

Udny, 125 



15 

Tnllteqnh 

— WUliam, xtuot of that Ilk, 14, 15 

— William, junior, 14 

— WUliam, of Vdnf, 135 
Ukter, PUntatkiD of, 13 
Univerdtj of Edinburgh, 99, loi 
Urquhart, of Cromarty, 17 

— Lord of, 141 

— Tames iu Ardtannia, 78* 

— lames, tenant of Blackball, 115 

— or Blackball, Janet, 65, 78^ 
Ury(Urie), 1, 30, 47", 114 

— Har, of, 30, 114 

— Hay, Lairds of, 47 

Vsleni de Thornton, 13, 67 
Vallentyne, George, 137 
Tans, Agoes, 33 

— or Johnston, Elizabeth, of Heny, 

Viicoani Melgum, 70 

Wallace, Alexander, baitlie nf Banff, 159 

Walleiwtein, 36 

Wardes (Warde, WardeU), 63, 70, 71, 

— L^ird of, 7t 

— Meikie, 77' 
Warwickshire, icP 
Waathall, 133- 
Water of Don, 13I* 
Watt (Wal), William, 146 



blewis, 6S 
Webster (Vobstair, Wobstair), JiAm, 
burgess of Inverurie, 133 
— Willian, 131 
West Lothian, 103 
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Wcrteitiowe (WcMriiotu, WwtkhWMl, Jt, 
34. 3S. S*. '36, i«7, lat. tjcf. 
134 
-^ Landiof, 131, 15a 

Weatec Rowii, 33 

Wliilecr«M,64 

WistMi, Walter de, J 

— Benfidd Hoom, iu 
Williun, bWtofi of Aberdeen, 16, IM 

— (Wibeame), of Bun, 54 

— fint EitI of DoBglu, l, 5 

— of Irrine. 33 

— BulofMM, 5 

— trfO 



wa 



crfOnngc, 83 
de Taltideff, 17 



John, *S, IL. 

WmdaM Cutle Farm, Jamaiea, lOI 
Wiihart (Wiiclurt), C^pUin Alsmndor, of 



WMwrt, Aodnw, of Hatton, 116 

Wood (Wodt, Alcnwkr, 119 
-- Aidtibald, of Middladiiblait, 133 
— JwDW, of SpabotoD and Oromany, 



York, Dake of, 101 

Y«ng or Horiaon, Gnc*, rai 

— Jamet, MantmoaoeMuc, Sumz, i 

— Colonel Kehh, CB., loi 

— or Foibea, Ua<piet, 96 

— Pelet, OcSavian, the Kins'* Mt 

Vlkn (Grilaui), 5a 

— Lord, sa, S3 
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Tub EAJti. op Rosbbhv, K.G., K.T., LL.D. 

Tub Lokd Fokbsh. 
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Hon. Jahu 
1I.P.. LL.D. 
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*J(din Bullach, Aberdeen. 

Sir Thotnu Burnett oTLeyi, Bart. 
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WUliam Dunn of Muttle. 

Jotin Philip Edmond, Edinbiugh. 
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'Alexander Poibei, Aberdeen. 
AlerandCT M. Gordon of Newton. 
Henry Woliiee.Gordon of EsBlemont. 
John A. Henderson, Culti. 
Colonel Thonuu Innesof Leamey.C.V.O., LL.D. 
'Colonel William Johniton of Newton Dee, C.B., 
H.D. 



Thb Loan Pbovobt o 

Tub Pkincipal op thb UictvBKnTV or 

Abbrdbeh. 
Sib Johk F. Clakk of TiUypronie, Bart., LLD.. 
Sib Gbobob Rbid, R.S.A., LL.D. 

'COLOHBL JaMBB ALI.AU>ycB Of Colquoicll, 

LL.D. 
Thb Rioht Riv. Bishop Smbah Cuinaout, 

D.D., LL.D., Aberdeen. 
BUBBITUi PROPBsaoK David Hassoh, LL.D. 

valC««acU; 

LP. Kellae J^rfuHtooe, London. 

The Rev. William Forbe* Lctth, S.J., Boaunibe. 
'David Littlejohn, LL.D., Sheriif-Clerk, Aberdeen. 
■Peter Dupiid-H'Coinbie of Eaatcr Skene. 
'Alexander M. Monro, Aberdeen. 

Robert S. Rait, Oxford. 

Alexander Ramsay, LL.D., Banff. 

The Rev. Stephen Ree, B.D., Boharm. 
'Alexander W. Robertson, Banciiory. 
'The Rev. James Smith, B.D., Aberdeen. 

Sir David Stewart of Bancbory, LL.D. 
'Profeaaor C. Sonford Terry, Aberdeen. 
'Oeocge Walker, Aberdeen. 

Robert Walker, University of AberdeeiL 
'Emeritus Professor John Dove Wilson, LL.D., 
Aberdeen. 

Robert H. Wilaon of Tsity, H.D. 



'PETsa John Andbrsoh, Univcrrity Library, / 

Mtamax: 
'Fabqvhakson Tavu^b Gassbh, iS Golden Sqnare, Aberdeen. 



William Milnb, C.A, Aberdeen; Andbsw DAvmaoN, C.A., Aberdeen. 

' Mtmbtn ^ BtteiUt* CommttM. 

[Sttbter^HoiiJm' 1905, £1 u., dm* itt y«mi*fy.} 
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EIGHTEENTH REPORT BY THE COUNCIL. 

Approved at the Eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the New SftUding 
Clitb, held on Tuesday, zyth December, 1904, at z.30 p.m. 

Since the last General Meeting, held on Tuesday, 29th Decem- 
ber, 1 903, there has been issued to members .■ — 

I. — The Records of the Sheriff Court of Aberdeen- 
shire. Edited by David Littlejohn, LL.D. Vol. I., 
Records prior to i6oa (Pp. xlvL + 477, widi the 
sixteenth and seventeenth Annual Reports by die 
Council, and a List of Members of the Club as at 
31st December, 1903.) 
It had been intended to issue at the same time the Diary of 
the Scots College at Doual, edited from the original at Kirkconnel 
by the Rev. William Forbes Leith, S.J. ; and the proof sheets of 
the Diary had been passed for press by Father Forbes Leith 
about six months SLgp. It has, however, been considered expedient, 
for reasons now to be explained, to postpone the issue of this 
work. In the first Report by the Council, submitted to the Club 
in October, 1887, among the works stated to be "in reserve for 
future issue " there appeared " The Register of the Scots College 
at Rome, edited by Monsignor Campbell, D.D., Rector of the 
College". Mgr. Cjimpbell transcribed the Collie Register for 
the press, but his resignation of the Rectorship and his subsequent 
death (when it was found impossible to trace the transcript) led to 
the disappearance of this item from the programme of the Club. 
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Last summer, however, the Secretary was favoured with a call 
from Mgr. Fraser, the successor of Mgr. Campbell in the Rector- 
ship, who brought with him a considerable portion of a new 
transcript (made by himself) of the Register of his College, which 
he courteously placed at the disposal of the New Spaldir^ Club, 
ofTenng to complete the transcript as soon as time permitted and 
to supplement it by an historical sketch of the origin and progress 
of the College. After consultation with Father Forbes Leith, it 
was thought desirable to widen the scope of the proposed volume 
so as to include, if possible, the extant Registers of the other Scots 
Colleges on the Continent Those of Paris appear to have been 
wholly lost at the time of the French Revolution. The Vice- 
Rector of the Collie at Valladolid (formerly at Madrid) the Rev. 
James Humble, has kindly transcribed the Register of his College ; 
and promises to send copies of hitherto unprinted accounts of the 
College in Madrid written by Father Griflin, and of its translation 
to Valladolid written by Bishop Geddes. The Records of the 
College at Ratisbon, which was closed by the Bavarian Govern- 
ment in i860, are now in the Library of the Benedictine Abbey 
at Fort Augustus. They were readily lent to the Secretary of 
the Club, and have been transcribed by him. Canon Wilson, 
Elgin, one of the last students to enter Ratisbon, has offered to 
supply some account of the College. It is now proposed to issue 
a comprehensive volume (or possibly two volumes) with some 
such title as : — 

IL — The Registers of the Scots Colleges on the 
Continent : to comprise : — 

(L) Douai, 1581 to 1772; 

(it) Rome, 1602 onwards; 

(iil) Madrid, 1632 to 1734; 

(iv.) Valladolid, 1769 onwards; 

(v.) Ratisbon, 1713 to 1855; 

together with much illustrative matter as Appendices. 
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The Council have great satisfaction in announcing that Mr. 
Alexander Moris(Mi, M.D., F.R.C.P.L. and E., has generously 
offered to bear the expense of printing a volume of Family History 
(compiled by himself with the co-operation of Mr. A. M. Munro) 
to be presented to the members of the New Spalding Club ; and 
that the Committee after examination of the MS. have gratefully 
accepted the offer. The volume will bear the title ; — 

III. — The Blackballs of that Ilk and Barra, Heredi- 
tary Coroners and Foresters of the Garioch. 
A considerable portion is already in type. 
Mr. Morison's offer enables the Council for the first time 
to give effect to the Eighth Rule of the Club which provides 
that " it shall be in the power of the Council to exempt from 
subscriptions, annual or other, any member who may present to 
the Club a work, the printing of which, as a Club publication, 
has been sanctioned by the Council ". The Council hope that 
so admirable a precedent will be speedily followed. They desire 
to remind members that the original Spalding Club benefited to 
a greater extent than is usually remembered by such presentations. 
Thus the list of issues included : — 

1 . Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and 

Banff {670 pp.) : presented in 1843 by the Earl of 
Aberdeen, President of the Club. 

2. Memoir of Field Marshal Keith {139 pp.) : presented 

in 1843 by Thomas Constable, Esq. 

3. Records of the Kirk Session, Presbytery and Synod 

of Aberdeen (448 pp.): presented in 1846 by the 
Earl of Ellesmere. 

4. Miscellany of the Club, Vol. 3 (287 pp.) : presented 

in 1846 by Eighteen Members. 

5. 6. Spalding's Memorialls of the Trubles, 2 vols. 

(1,030 pp.) : presented in 1850-51 by Lord Saltoun. 
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7- Letters addressed to the Earl of Aberdeen, 1 68 1-84 
(235 pp.): presented in 1851 by Sir Robert Aber- 
cromby, Bart, of Birkenbt^. 

8. Fasti Aberdonenses, Records of King's Collie (S49 

pp.) : presented in 1854 by the Earl of Aberdeen, 
President. 

9. The BookoftheThanesof Cawdor {548 pp.): fH^sented 

in 1859 by the Earl of Cawdor. 

10. Diary of General Patrick Gordon(28o pp.) : presented 
in 1859 by Beriah Botfield, Esq. ; 

making a total of ten volumes, containing about 4, 500 pages, pre- 
sented during a period of sixteen years. 

Another volume has also made good progress in the printer's 
hands : — 

IV. — The House of Gordon. Vol. II. General editor: 
Mr. j. M. Bulloch. Of this, two fasciculi both 
edited by the Rev. Stephen Ree, have been printed 
off, vis. : — 
(i) Historiae Compendium de Origine et Incremenio 
Gordoniae Familiae, written by Joannes Ferrerius, 
circa 1545. 
(ii.) Origo et Progressus FamiHae Gordoniorum, written 
by Robert Gordon of Straloch, drca 1655. 
These fasciculi will be followed by : — 
(iii.) Genealogical Tables compiled by Sir Robert Gordon, 
Bart, of Gordonstoun, apparently to accompany his ■ 
well-known " Earldom of Sutherland ". Edited by 
the Rev. J. M. Joass, LL.D. 
(iv.) The Gordons of Lesmoir, including the cadet 
branches of Crichie, Birkenbum, Terpersie, Leicheston 
and Newton. By Captain Douglas Wimberley. 
(y.) A collation of the numerous Gordon ballads. 
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(vi.) Lists of Gordons in the British Navy and the Army, 
and in various foreign services ; also in English and 
Continental Universities. 
Other works in progress in the hands of their respective 
editors are : — 

V. — The Records of Elgin, Vol. II. 
VI. — The Records of Old Aberdeen. Vol. II. 
VII. — The Records of the Sheriffdom of Aberdeen. 
Vol II. 
VIII. — Bibliography OF the Shires of Aberdeen, Banff 
AND Kincardine. 
IX. — The Records of the Synod of Moray. 
X. — The Records of the Aberdeen Friars. 
XI. — The House of Forbes. Mr. Troup's MSS. have 
not been lost sight of, and it is hoped that they may yet be 
utilized in the production of a co-operative work on the plan of 
" The House of Gordon ". 

Mr. Gavin Greig, Whitehill, was requested by the Council 
in December, 1903, to investigate the feasibility of forming a 
collection of the older popular music of the N.E. district Mr. 
Greig has submitted a preliminary Report in which he says : — 

" I have the honour to report that, ^reeably to the request 
of the Club, conveyed in your communication of 29th December 
last, I have been prosecuting my researches in the above field, and 
am glad to say that they are yielding results distinctly beyond 
expectation. Already, with the kind assistance of friends, I have 
got together a considerable body of musical material, consisting 
chiefly of airs to which the old bfdiads and shorter rustic ditties 
are sung — much of it interesting and characteristic, and some of 
it noted down for the first time. It will, of course, take a good 
while yet to go over the whole ground in any thorough way ; but. 
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when that has been done, and the accumulated results carefully 
sifted, there should be abundant material for a substantial volume 
of local Folk-music." 

The Council desire to put on Record their sense of the 
profound loss sustained by the Club through the death of Mr. 
Ferguson of Kinmundy. Mr. Ferguson was one of those who, 
in the summer of 1886, took steps to resuscitate the Spalding 
Club. From the outset he was Convener of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and until last year was never absent from a meeting. In 
1891 he was elected a Vice-President ; and on four occasions, in 
1889, 1893, 1900 and 1902, he was called on to take the Chair at 
the Annual General Meetii^. The Club benefited in many ways 
by the deqi interest which he ever took in its prosperity. 

Since the last Report was submitted by the Coundl' other 
fourteen members of the Club have died, including no fewer than 
five office-bearers, viz. : The Earl of Strathmore, Vice-President ; 
Mr. \yiUiam Cadenhead, Aberdeen ; Mr. P. M, Cran, a Member 
of the Council ; Sir William Henderson, a Member of the 
Coundl ; Mr. John Johnston, Milwaukee, a Life Member ; 
Captain Gordrai King of Tertowie ; Very Rev. Dr. Leishman, 
E<^burgh ; Mrs. Crawford Leslie of Rothie ; Mr. J. A. McHardy, 
Aberdeen; Rev, J. G. Midiie, Dinnet, a Member of the Councfl 
and Editor of "The Records of Invercauld"; Mr. A. G. Pine, 
Stoneywood; Mr. William Tait, LL.D., Inverurie; Mr. John 
Forbes White, LL.D., Dundee, a Member of the Coundl ; Mr. 
John Whyte of Dalhebity. 

It is worthy of note that Mr. Cadenhead was the last sur- 
vivor of the five hundred subscribers who, axty-five years ago, 
banded themselves together as the Spalding Club " for the printii^ 
of the historical, ecclesiastical, genealogical, topographical and 
literary remains of the North- Eastern Counties of Scotland ". 

The places rendered vacant by some of these deaths have, 
under Rule 9, been filled by representatives of the deceased 
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members, but other vacancies allow the admission of new mem- 
bers. As new members are usually desirous of securing a full 
set of the Club's publications, it may be stated that although the 
earlier issues are entirely out of print (as indicated on pp. 14-15), 
the volumes occasionally come into the market, and the Secretary 
can usually direct a new member to a source whence they may 
be obtained. 

The Council wish to express their continued obligation to 
the Society of Advocates for permitting the Annual General 
Meeting of the Club to be held in the Society's Hall ; and to 
the Curator of the University Library for granting the use of a 
room for Committee meetings. 

J. ALLARDYCE, C 



ABSTRACT. 

Framed from the Annual Accounts of the Club for the period from 

2i8t December, 1903, to igth December, 1904. 

THE CHARGE. 

Assets at close of last account, . £13^1 18 i 

Subscriptions for year 1904, . . . 438 18 o 

Subscriptions for year 1905, . . . 10 to o 

Composition for Life Membership, . . 10 10 o 
Arrears and payments by new members 

for back volumes, . - . . 14 16 6 

Interest 37 7 o 



Amount of the Charge, 



^1843 19 7 
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THE DISCHARGE. 



Feb. 3. 



Mar. 


11. 


May 


19. 




23. 


Aug. 


15. 


Dec 


.5- 




9- 



I. Miscellaneous Accounts Paid, 
Scottish Record Soc: subscription. 
Rev. W. Macleod : transcribing. 
Miss H, Paterson : typing, . 
Edmond & Spark : sundries, 
Aberdeen Univ. Press: printing, 
Do. sundries. 

Rev. W. Macleod : transcribing, 
Edmond & Spark : sundries, 

Do. binding, etc. 

Taylor & Henderson : printing, 
Aberdeen Univ. Press : printing, 



12 6 


6 


I 2 


6 


4 10 


5 


47 "7 


4 


8 4 


9 


3 16 


9 


12 


10 


, 39 2 


4 


118 II 


9 


40 






i^n 6 2 



II. Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. 

Secretary's Salary, 1903-1904, ■ . . £zt 5 o 

Secretary's Postages, 2ist Dec, 1903, to date, 950 
Hon. Treasurer's sundry outlays, including 

Insurance on paper, etc., . . , 9 1 1 9 



III. Assets as at 19TH December, 1904. 



Loan to Aberdeen School Board, 
Loan to Aberdeen Town Council 
.Nine Deposit Receipts with Town and 
County Bank Ltd., including £<)i, los., 
ibeing Compositions received from nine 
Life Members, who were surviving on 
19th December, 1904 . . . . 



:f350 
350 



1521 II 8 

Amount of the Discharge, equal to the Charge, 1^1843 19 7 



by Google 



Note. — The MiicellaneouB Dubursemenu above ue allocated as follow* :—~ 

I. " HOUSB OF QORDON," VOU I. 

Tnn«cribing, ;£ 13 6 6 

Printing 47 '7 4 

£,60 3 10 

II. "H0U8B OF GoRDOM," Vol. II. 
Printii;g, 20 o o 

in, "Rbcohds of Sheriff Court," Vol. I. 
{Paper: paid in 190a.] 

Printing £i.\i 11 g 

Binding aS 7 9 

Pacliing, carriage, etc 15 14 7 

IS7 t-A ' • 

IV. " Records or Score Colleoes." 

Printing, 2000 

V. Sundries. 

Books of reference ;£iio 

Miscellaneous tranGcribing, tyfnng, etc 4 19 3 

Printing circulars, etc S 4 9 

Stationery, etc 533 

tg 8 3 



£^17 



' See last year's accounts. 

■Together with cost of paper: ^£47 i8s: in all ;f»os lis. id. 
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RULES OF THE NEW SPALDING CLUB. 

(Ai approvtd iiM Novtmbtr, 1S86, and ametuUd i6fA December, i386, xitt Deetmber, 
1S94, and 2^k Dtcembtr, 1897.) 

t. The objecta of the New Spa.lding Club Gh&ll be to promote the Btudy of the 
History, Topography, and Archaolc^y of the North-eaatem Counties of 
Scotland, and to print works illustrative thereof. 

2. The Club shall consist of five hundred [16M Dec, 1886] menbers, subscribers 

of one guinea annually : each subscription to be paid on or before the first 
day of January in each year. 

3. The general management of the affairs of the Club shall be vested in a 

Council, consisting of a President, at least ten Vice-Presidents, and not 
fewer than forty ordinary membcTs, including « Secretary and a Treasurer : 
all to be chosen yearly at a General Meeting of the Club, to be held at 
Aberdeen, in the Month of October, or at such other time within each year 
as may be found convenient At all Meetings of the Council seven members 
shall form a quorum. 

4. Immediately after the Annual General Meeting the Council shall elect Acting 

Committees to carry on the work of the Club. 

5. The accounts of the Club shall be audited annually, by two Auditors, to be 

chosen at the Annual Meeting from among the members. 

6. The name of any member in arrear with his annual subscription on the first day 

of October in each year may be removed from the list of members. 

7. Vacanciesin the membership shall be filled up according to priority of application. 

8. Members may, at any time, compound for all future annual subscriptions, by 

payment of ten guineas over and above the subscription for the current year ; 
and it shall be in the power of the Council to exempt from subscriptions, 
annual or other, any member who may present to the Club a work, the 
printing of which, as a Club publication, has been sanctioned by the Council. 

9. Every member shall receive one copy of every volume assigned by the Club to 

the years for which he has paid subscriptions ; and the editor of each 
work shall receive five additional copies of his work. [The heir, executor 
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or representative of a member shall have no claim to volumes issued by 
the Club after the member's death, unless he be admitted a member of the 
Club in place of the deceased. 2ut Dee., 1S94.] 

la The number of copies printed in each case shall not exceed five hundred 
and twenty-five, and no copy of any work printed by the Club shall be 
offered by it for sale ; [but it shall be competent for the Bditorial Committee 
to arrange for extra copies not exceeding twenty-five, additional to the 
five hundred and twenty-five, of any volume considered appropriate, to be 
placed at the disposal of the University of Aberdeen, which shall refund to 
the Club the prime coat of such extra copies, and employ them, outwith the 
bounds of the United Kingdom, as a part of a series of inter-academical 
publications, agth Dic^ 1697-] 

II. The Club shall undertake the issue of its books without the intervention of 
publishers or booksellers. 

la. A General Meeting of the Club may be called at any time on presentation to the 
Secretary of a requisition signed by twenty members; and the above rules 
may be altered at any General Meeting, provided that the members have 
received from the Secretary at least fourteen days' notice of the proposed 
change. 
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WORKS ISSUED BY THE SPALDING CLUB, 1841-1871- 
(Sm S*vtnUtutli Rtforl,fi>rigo3,f^.ix-i6.) 

WORKS ISSUED BY THE NEW SPALDING CLUB, 1887. 

I. HsMOKiALa OP THB Family op Skbhb op Skbhb, prom the Pahilv Papers, 
WITH OTHBK iLLusTRATiVB DOCUMENTS. Edited by Wiltitun Porbea Skene, 
D.C.L., LL,D., Her Majesty'* Historiographer for Scotland. (Pp. xv. + 
269, with six full-page plates. Pint Annual Report.) 1&87. [Out of print.] 

a. Cartulahium Ecclbbiab Sakcti Nicholai Abbrdohbhsis. Recognovit Jacobus 
Cooper, S.T.D., in Ecclesia supradicta Presbyter. Tomua prior. (Pp. xix. -t- 
276, with three piBtes. List of members, nth November, 1887.) 1888. [Out 
o/prvU.] 

7. Do. do. TomuB alter (Pp. Ixvi. +'496, with twelve plates, 

eight in colour.) 1693. [loi. 6d.] 

3. Lacunar Basilicae Sancti Macarh Abbrdohbhsis: The Heraldic Ceiling of 

the Cathedral Church of St. Machar, Old Aberdeen. Described in Historical 
and Armorial Detail by William Duguid Geddes, LL.D., and Peter Duguid. 
(Pp. xis. + 173, with thirty plates, twenty-four in heraldic colours. Second 
Annual Report) iSSS. [Out 0/ prinl.] 

4. Fasti Acadbmiab Mariscallahab : Selections from the Records of the Marischal 

College and University, 1593-1860. Edited by Peter John Anderson, M.A., 
LL.B. Vol. I. Endowments. (Pp. xxsi. ■•■ 577, with five plates.) iftSg. 
[Oil 0/ print.] 

18. Do. do. Vol. II. Officers, Graduates and Alunini. (Pp. 
xxii. + S9^i with thirteen plates.) 1898. [los. M.] Fifty copies of pp. 1-77 
printed on ordinary paper with separRte title-page: "QppiCBRS OP THB 
Marischal Colleob and Uhiversitv op Abbbdbbn, 1593-1860. Printed 
at the University Press, 1897." 

19. Do. do. Vol. III. Index to Vol II. Compiled by James P. 
Kellas Johnstone. (Pp. viiL + 196, with thre'e plates. Eleventh and Twelfth 
Annual Reports. List of members, 1894-98.) 1898. [loi. 6d.] 

5. Sblbctiohs PROM Wodrow'b Biographical Collections: Divines of the North- 

east of Scotland. Edited by the Rev. Robert Lippe. (Pp. Ixxxv. -i- 360, with 
two plates. Third Annual Risport) 1S90. [Out of print.} 

6. Thb Miscbllant op the New Spaldiho Club. Vol. I. (Pp. Ixii. -f 391. Fourth 

Annual Report List of members, tath December, 189a) 1890^ [Out of 
prini^ This volume contains :— 
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L Raster ot burgesMs of guild and trade of the Bui^ of Aberdeen. 

Edited by Alexander M. Munro. A few copies printed with 

Beparftte title-page. 

ii. InventorieB of ecclesiastical records of N.B. Scotland. Edited by 

Peter J. Anderson. A few copies printed with separate title-page. 

S. Thb Annals op Bahpp. Compiled by William Cramond, LL.D., Schootmaater 

of Cwllen. Vol I. (Pp. iv. + 385, with nine plates.) 1891. [Out of pritit.] 

10. Do. do. Vol. II. (Pp. xi. -t- 498, witb eleven plates. Sixth 
Annual Report) 1893. [Out of ^int.} 

g. MuBA Latima Abbrdohbhsis : Edited by Sir William Duguid Geddes, LL.D. 
Arthur Johnston. Vol. I. The Parerga of 1637. (Pp. xxiv. + 31S, with 
six plates. Fifth Annual Report.) 1892. [Out of print.} 

15. Do. do. Vol. II. The Epigrammata and remaining secular 
Poems. (Pp. Ivi. + 308, with nine plates. Eighth Annual Report.) 1S95. 
[Out of print,'} Sixteen copies of pp. xli-lvi (with alterations and additions) 
printed on Japanese vellum, with separate title-page: "Thb Bibliography 
AND Portraits op Arthur Johnston. ... By William Johnston, M.A. 
M.D. . . . Printed at the University Press, 1S96." (Pp. 28.) 

Svo. Hand-List op Bibliookapht op thb Shirbs op Abbrdebn, Bahpp amd Kik- 
CASDIHB. By Alexander W. Robertson, M.A. (Pp. [33 -t- iv.) 1893. [3S.6d.] 

11. Oppicbrs and Graduates op Umivbrsitv and Kino's Collbob, Abbrdebn, 

i49j-iS6a Edited by Peter John Anderson, M.A., LL.B. (Pp. xx. -f 399, 
with four plates.) 1893. [10*. 6rf.] Fifty copies of pp. 1-94 printed on 
ordinary paper, with separate title-page : " Lists op Oppicbrs, Univbrsitv 
AND Kino's Collbob, Abbbdbbn, 1495-1860. P. J. A. Printed at the 
University Press, 1893." 

12. Hbctoris Bobtii Murthlacbhsium bt Abbrdohbhsiuu Episcoforum Vitae. 

Edited and Translated by James Moir, M.A., LL.D., Co-Rector of Aberdeen 
Grammar School. (Pp. xx. + 210, with two plates. Seventh Annual Report. 
List of members, 30tb June, 1894.) 1894. [loi. 6d.'] 

13. The Rbcords op Aboyhb, 1230-1681. Edited by Charles, iitb Marquis of 

Huntly, Earl of Aboyne, etc., P.O., LL.D. (Pp. xliv. + 590, with eleven 
plates.) 1894. [2H.] 

14. Historical Papbrs rblatino to thb Jacobite Period, 1699-1750. Edited 

by Colonel James Allardyce, LL.D. Vol. I. (Pp. 1. -i- 338, with eleven 
plates.) 1895- [Out imprint.} 

16. Do. do. Vol.11. (Pp. lii. -t- 314, with twelve plates. Ninth 
Annual Report) 1S96. [Out of print.] Fifty copies of pp. x-xzxii, 339-486 
(repaged as pp. xiv-xliii, 3-150) printed on ordinary paper, with separate 
title-page : " Prince Charlie's Friends or Jacobitb Indictments. 
Edited by D. Murray Rose. Printed for private circulation, 1S96." 
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17. Trb Rbcordi or the Ubbtiko op the Exbrcisb op Alpokd, 1663-S8. Edited by 
Rev, Thomaa Bell, (Pp, ilii, + 439. Tenth Annual Report) 1897. [los. M,] 

M. RscoKDs OP Old Abbrdbbn, 1157-1891. Edited by Alexander M, Munro, P,S^ 
Scot, VoL I. (Pp. zzbVL + 390, with six pUtes.) 1899. luts. M] 

31, The Placb Nambs of Wbst Abbbdbbhshirb, By the late JamcB Macdonald, 
P,S,A.ScoL (Pp.ixvii. + 347. Thirteenth Annual Report.) 1899. [los.dd.] 

22. Tkb Pawilv op BuRHErr op Lbvs with thb Collateral Branches. Prom 
the MSS. of the late Geoi^e Burnett, L.L.D., Lyon Kin^ of Arms. Edited 
by Colonel James Allardyce, LL-D, (Pp. iziiu + 367, with twenty-one 
plates. Poarteenth Annual Report.) t90i. [los. 6d.} 

S3. The Rbcords op Ihvbrcauld, 1547-1818, Edited by the Rev John Grant 
Michie, M.A., Minister of Dinnet (Pp. xi. + 533, with nine plates.) r90i. 

34 Thb Albbhaklb Papers, 1746-46, Edited by Charles Sanford Terry, M.A. 
VoL I, (Pp, ixviL + 385, with 6ve plates,) 1903. [lOJ. 6d.] 

35- Do. do. VoL II, (Pp. Ixiii, + 188, with three plates. Fifteenth 

Annual Report.) 1903. [los. 6d.] 
36. Thb Housb op Gordon. Edited by John Malcolm Bulloch, M.A. Vol. L (Pp, 
Ixxviii. + 533.) 1903, [tot. 6d.] This volume contains the following 
fasciculi ; with independent paginations : — 

i. Bibliography of Gordon Genealogy. (Pp. xlv,) 
ii. The Balbitban MS. (Pp. 68.) 
iiL Abergeldie, by the Editor. (Pp. 48.) 
iv, Coclarachie, by Rev. Stephen Ree, B,D, (Pp, 48,) 
V. Gight, by the Editor. (Pp, 146.) 
vL Lists of Gordons in Scotland. (Pp. 233,) 
a?. The Records op Eloih, 1334-1800. Compiled by William Cramond, LL.D. 
Vol, L (Pp. xi. + 509.) 1903. [10*. 6rf,] 

38, The Records op the Shbrippdom op Aberdeen. Edited by David Littlejohn, 

LL.D. VoL I. Records prior to 1600. {Pp. xlvi, + 4761 Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Annoal Reports. List of Members, 31st December, 1903- 
r904. [101. 6A] 

39. The Blackhalls oPjThat Ilx and Barra, (/» At Press.) 

30. Tmb Rboistbrs op the Scots Collboss on thb Continent. {In the Pnts.) 

31. The House op Gordom. Vol. II. (In tht Prut.) 
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A. Descent of the Family of Skehb (Chart). Compiled by Heniy John Trotter, 

M.P. 1888. [PresenUd by the Compiler to aaxmpany No. i, supra.] 

B. The Abuorial Ehsiokb op the Royal Buroh of Aberdebn. By John Crnick- 

shuik. (Pp. uv. + 121, with fourteen plates.) 18S8. 

C. Charters and Other Writs illvstratiho the History of the Royal 

BuROH OP Abgrdbbh, ii7I>i8o4. Edited with translations by Peter John 
Anderson. (Pp. xxxv. + 466, with five pistes.) 1S90. 

D. Qbnbalooical Tree of thk Family of Burnett of Leys with the Colla- 

teral Branches (Chart). Compiled by William Kendall Burnett, M.A. 
1893. [Presented by the Compiler to accompat^ No. si, sitpra.] 

E. The Thahaoe op Fbrmartyn. By the Rev. Willism Temple, D.D. (Pp. xvi. 

+ 710, with one plate.) 1894. 

F. Mbuorialb of thb Family of Forbes of Forbbbpibld: with Notes om con- 

nected MoROAKS, Duncans and Perousons. By Alexander Forbes. 
(Pp. Ix. + 134, with eleven plates.) 1905. 

ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY STUDIES. 

ISSUED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE NEW SPALDINQ CLUB 
(UNDER RULE 10). 

I. Roll of Aluhni in Arts of the University and Kino's Colleoe of Aber- 
deen, 1596-1860. Edited by Peter John Anderson, LL.B. (Pp. xvl + 375, 
with two plates.) 190a [im. 6d.] 

1. New Spalding Club issue No. 30 

3. Do. No. ai 

4. Do. No. 33 

5. Do. No. 33 

6. Rectorial Addrbbsbs Delivered in the Universities of Abbrdbbh, iBjs- 

1900. Edited by Peter John Anderson, LL.B. (Pp. 10 + 396, with seven 
plates.) 1903. [loi. 6d.} 

7. New Spalding Club issue Noa. 24, aj 
& Do. No. 36 

9. Do. No. 37 

10. Daltoh and Avooadro; the Standing in Chbuistrt of thbir HypoTHRSis. 

By Andrew N. Meldrum, D.Sc. (Pp. T13.) 1904. [51.] 

11. New Spalding Club issue No. 18 

la. Roll op Graduates of the Universityiof Aberdbbn, 1860-1900. Edited by 
Colonel William Johnston, C.B. [In the Press.} 
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